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To all whom it MaY CONCern.: |

Be it known that we, Herman H. NIEMEYER, AR-
THUR Ii. LERMANN, and ADOLF SINSKEY, all citizens
of the United States, and residents of St. Charles,
Missouri, have invented certain new and useful Im.
provements in Curtain-Rods for Sleeping-Car Berths,
of which the following is a spectfication containing a
tull, clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming a part
hereof.,

Our invention relates to a curtain rod for sleeping
car berths, and the object of our invention is to ar-
range a curtain rod upon arms which operate through
housings arranged in the ceiling of the car, thus con-

cealing said arms when the curtain rod is not 1n use,

and doing away with the hinged arms ordinarily em-
ployed at the ends of berth curtain rods.

To the above purposes, our invention consists in
certain novel features of comstruction and arrange-

ment of parts, which will be hereinafter more fully |

set forth, pointed out in the claims, and illustrated
In the accompanying drawings, in which :-— |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a curtain rod of our
improved construction, and which is shown pulled
forwardly in position to receive the berth curtains;
Iig. 2 1s a vertical section through the car ceiling and
roof, and showing one of the curtain rod arms posi-
tioned in its housing; Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical sec-
tion taken on the line 3—-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is an en-
larged vertical section taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.
Referring by numerals to the accompanying draw-
ings:—1 designates the car roof, 2 the car ceiling, and

5 the deck sill, which parts ave of ordmary well known

construction. Amanged at each end of each berth
between the ceiling 2 and deck sill 8 is g housing 4,
of mmverted U-shape in cross section, and preferably
curved longitudinally to conform with the car roof
and ceiling. The front ends of these housings are

open and are arranged immediately beneath the

deck sills and the molding on the face thereof, and

the rear ends of said housings are closed, as desig-

nated by 5. Formed in the inner faces of the side
walls of the housings and adjacent the tops thereof
are longitudinally extending grooves 6, the forward
ends of which terminate in abrupt shoulders 7. Jour-
naled for rotation in each housing, immediately in
front of the shoulders 7, is a roller 8, and a smaller
roller 9 is journaled between ears 10 formed integral
with the forward end and bottom of the housing. Ax-

ranged to slide through each housing 4 is an arm 10

in the top and bottom sides of which are formed re-

spectively the grooves 11 and 12, which receive the

rollers 8§ and 9; and formed integral with the top side

and rear end of each arm are the laterally projecting |

| Iugs 13, which travel in the grooves 6, and which en-

gage against the shoulders 7, thus acting as stops to
prevent the withdrawal of the arm from the housing.
The curtain rod 14, preferably in the form of a tube,
has its ends seated in the forward ends of a correspond-
Ing pair of the arms 14, and arranged on the center of
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each rod isa loop 15, which is to he engaged when therod

1s shifted from one position to another.

When not in use, the rod 14 is moved inio a position
immediately beneath the deck sill molding, and the
arms 10 are correspondingly moved into the housings
4, during which movement the rollers 8 and 9 allow
said arms to travel freely, and with a minimum amount
of friction. When so positioned, the arms 10 are en-

tirely concealed from view, and the rod 14 appears as

a portion of the molding or finish between the ceiling
and deck of the car.

When the berths are made up and it is desired to
suspend the curtains in front of said berths, the rod 14
1s pulled forwardly, and in so doing, the arms 10
travel forwardly through the housings 4, during which
movement they ride upon the rollers 8 and 9, with casy
movement, noiseless, and with a minimum amount of
friction. The top and bottom surfaces of the curved
arms are provided with the grooves 11 and 12, in which
the peripheries of the rollers 8 and 9 travel, and this
arrangement permits the curtain rod and both curved
arms to be easily pulled forward by engaging either end
of the curtain rod, as the rollers occupying their corre-
sponding grooves prevent any twisting or binding of
said curved arms in the housings, due to lateral strain
when one end of the curtain rod is pulled outwardly.
The upper roller 8 is arranged a slight distance to the
rear of the lower roller, in order to form anti-friction
bearings for the arm, and to properly distribute the
strain of said arm due to the weight of the curtain rod
and curtain thereon.

The lugs 13 engage against the shoulders 7, thus lim-
1ting the forward movement of the arms 10, and deter-
mining the position of the rod 14.

Our improved construction is simple, inexpensive,

easily installed, does away with the hinged arms ordi-

narily employed at the ends of the curtain rods, and,
when not in use, these arms are entirely concealed
within the frame of the car.

We claim:— |

1. The combination with a car, of inverfed U-shape
housings arranged bLetween the oar celling and car roof.,
there being grooves formed in the inner faces of the side
walls of said housings : arms arranged to slide through
said housings, lugs integral with said arms, which extend
intoe and travel through the grooves in the housings ; and
a rod connecting the forward ends of said arms : substan-
tially as specified.

2. The combination with g car, of housings arranged De-
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tween Lhe car ceiling and car roof, arms arranged to slide
through said housings, there being o100 VEes formed in the
tops fin_eﬁi bottoms of said arms; & rod connecting the Tor-
ward ends of said arms, and anti-friction rollers carried

by the housings for engaging in the grooves formed in the .

arms ; substantiatly as gpecified.

2 rrhe combination with a cat, of housings arranged be-
tween the car ceiling and car roof, arms arranged to slide
throngh said housings, in the tops and bottoms of which
arms are formed grooves, anti-friction rollers journaled in
the housings and engaging in the grooves in the arms; a
rod connecting the forward ends of sﬂid'afms, and means
wherehy the outward movement of the arms is limited:
substantially as apecified. | -

4. The combination with a car, of housings arranged be-
tween the car ceiling and car roof, arms arranced to slide
througlh said housings, a rod connecting the forward ends
of said arms, anti-friction rollers carried by the housings
for engaging the arms, there being grooves formed in the
inner faces of the housings, and lugs integral with the

rear cnds of the arms, which lugs extend into the grooves,

5. fhe ¢ombination with curved housings arranged Dbe-
tween the car ceiling and car roof, there being grooves
formed in the inner faces of the side walls of said hous-

ol

ings, of curved arms arranged to. slide through said hous-

ines, lugs integral with the rear ends of sald curved arms,

which lugs engage in the orooves in the housings, there
peing grooves formed in the tops and bottoms of the arms,
and vollers journaled in the housings, which rollers en-
gage in the grooves in the.arms, and one of the rollers of
anch housing being arranged at the front of the housing,
and the opposite roller a short distance to the rear of the
first voller. | ‘ |

In testimony whereol, we have signed our names to this

gpecification, in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

HERMAN L. NIEMEYER.
ARTHUR E. LEHMANN.
ADOLK SINSKIEY.
wWitnesses .
M. PP, SMITH,
10, L. WALLACKE,
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