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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Danier. W. Epson, a citizen of
the United States of America, and a resident of Brock-
ton, in the county of Plymouth and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain néw and useful Im-
provements in Shingling-Gages, of which the following
ig a specification.

This invention relates to shingle gages and has for

its object the production of a gage adapted to be used

10

15

20

29

30

39

40

45

~is desired to expose to the weather.

DO

in pairs to support a suitable guide board by which
the distances between the courses of shingles being
attached to the roof or wall of a building, or in other
words, that portion of the shingles which 1s exposed
to the weather, may be accurately regulated.

The object of the invention is to provide a gage of
this nature which may be reéadily attached to and
disengaged from a shingle already laid, the gage being
provided with suitable stops which will abut against
the lower edee of the shingle which will accurately
regulate the position of the lower edge of the next row
of shingles by means of the guide board supported
by adjustable members carried by said gage.

The invention consists in certain novel features

of construction and arrangement of parts which will-

be readily understood by reference to the description
of the drawings and to the claims hereinafter given.

Of the drawings: Figure 1 represents a view of a
pair of gages embodying the features of the present in-
vention applied to the roof or wall of a building show-
ing the method of using the same. Iig. 2 represents
an enlarged section through the roof of a building
showing the gage applied thercto. Iig. 3 represents
a longitudinal section through the gage on line 3—3
on Tig. 4, and Tig. 4 represents a transverse section
through the gage on line 4—4 on If1g. 2. |

Similar characters designate like parts throughout
the several ficures of the drawings.

In the drawings, 10 represents the wall or roof of
a. building to which the lower courses of shingles 13
have been secured in the usual manner. The second

coutse of shingles 12 must be laid in the usual manner

by measuring the distance from the lower edge of
the lower course for the purpose of locating the lower
edge of the second course, thereby determining the
amount of surface of said shingles in each course it
The second
course 12 having been secured to the roof in this
manner, the gage may then be used to determine the
location of all of the other courses.

The gage consists of a plate 13 the front edge of
which is tapered as at 14 so as to be more readily in-

serted beneath a shingle as for instance 12, as shown,

in Fig. 2, the lower edge of the shingle abutting the
edge of a superimposed plate 15 secured thereto in
any well-known manner, the plate 15 having upturned

i

edges 16 and 17 which form suitable shoulders to limit
the insertion of the plate 13 beneath the shingles 12.

The plate 13 is also provided with an upturned edge
18 forming with the upturned edge 16 of the plate 1o

a suitable channel in which is located a member 19
provided with the pointed prong 20 which is adapted
to engage the upper face of a shingle 12 when said
gripping member 19 is moved about its pivot 21.
The rear end of the gripping member 19 1s provided
with "leeveled or cam face 22 agdinst which operates
the end of a locking plate 23 pivoted at 24 in the chan-
nel formed by the up**umed plates 18 and 16. |
It is obvious that when the locking plate 23 1s moved
in the direction of the arrow “a” on Fig. 2 the pres-
sure on the cam face 22 will be removed so that the

gripping member 19 may be manually moved about

its pivot 21 to remove the pointed prong 20 from en-
oagement with the shingle 12 to permit the removal of
the gage plate for insertion bencath another shingle
when it is desired to commence upon another course.

The gage plate 13 is provided with two openings 25
therethrough adapted to receive a bolt 26 by which
the spring presser plate or clamp 27 may be secured
thereto. This spring presser plate or clamp 27 has
threaded to the rear end thereof an adjustable mem-
ber 28 provided with a suitable head 29 adapted to
support a guide board 30 when inserted beneath the
spring presser plate or clamp 27.
be adjusted in the clamp 27 so that the operating edge
of the guideboard 80 may be at any required distanee
from the abutments 31, thus regulating the amount of
exposure to the weathel of the courses of shingles being
laid. It is obvious that as the board 30 is of equal
width throughout its length the adjusting devices 28
must be similarly adjusted in both of the gages used 1n
connection with a guide board.

The guide boards usually used arc either five or six
inches in width and where the widest hoard is used
the clamp 27 may be changed and secured by the bolt
26 to the rear opening 25 instead of in the one in which

it is shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

This member 28 may

60

65

70

79

80

85

90

99

The locking plate 23 has pivoted to its rear end a |

wire hook 32 which is used to support the guide board
when a single carpenter 1s using the gage, the object of
this hook being to provide a ready means whereby the
carpenter at one end may lift the opposite end away
from the support 29 from beneath the clamp 27 and

100

drop it into engagement with the hook 32. Then by ~

lifting the end adjacent to him from engagement with
the clamp 27 by moving the locking plate 23 in the
direction of the arrow “a” on Tig. 2 the prong 20 will
be disengaged from the shingle, the plate 13 may be
withdrawn from beneath the shingle 12 and reinserted
beneath the shingle 33 in the course above and the
guide board dropped into the hook 32 of that particu-
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‘extend beneath
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lar gage leaving the guide board in the position shoiwn
in dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2. The carpenter then

goes-to the opposite end of the guide board and lifting

that end of the guide board from the hook 32 he disen-

eages the gage from the shingle to which it is attached
and reinserts it beneath the shingle already laid in the
The ecuide board is then trans-
ferred into a position shown in full lines in Figs. 1 and

course next above.

2. beneath the clamps 27 and against the adjustable

| stops 29 and the dewce is all ready for the laying of an

additional course.

By the use of a device of this kind the repeated
measuring of the shingles to locate the guide board and .
the driving of nails through the weather portion of the
shingles is entirely obviated whlch it is apparent is of

a great advantage. .

It is obvious that shingling may be more rapidly
done with the use of a device of this kind as several .
~ operations are dispensed with when a gage embodying :

the features of this invention is in use,
It is believed that the many advmmfres of a gage of
this nature and its operation will be fully apparent

- without further description.

Having thus described my invention, I chlm

" 1. A shingle gage consisting of a plate adapted to partly
an attached shingle; limiting stops on
said plate; a device on said platé for locking it to said
shingle a clamp scecurcd to said piate for holding a
couide Doard : and means for adjusting the position of
board relative to said plate.

2. A shingle cage congisting of a plate adapted to partly -
extend beneath an attached shingle; limiting stops on |
said plate: a device on said plate for locking it to said |
‘shingle; a clamp secured to said plate for holding a guide
threaded member secured to a projection on i

said ¢

extend beneath an attached shingle:

Pplate;
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:11(1 plate for adjusting the pos1t10n of said bmrd 1elatwe
to said plate. .
3. A shingle gage BOHSlStlH*"‘ of a plnte adapted to partly

plate ; a device on said plate for locking it to said shingle;

a clamp secured to said plate for holding a guide board ;
and ‘a device secured to said clamp for adjusting the po-

sition of said board relative to said plate.
4. A shingle gage consisting of a plate adapted to partly
extend Dheneath an attached shingle; limiting stops on said

plate ;. a device on said plate for locking it to said shingle;
a clamp secured to said plate for holding a guide board;

and a member threaded to said clamp parallel with said
plate for admstmb the position of sald board relative to
said plate.

5. ‘A shingle gage consisting of a plate adapted to partly
extend Dbeneath an attached shingle ; limiting stops on said
plate; a pivoted member on said plate provided with a
shingle-engaging prong ; means for retaining said prong in
locked position; and a hook secured to snid‘pln-te for hold-
ing a guide board. -

" 6. A shingle gage consisting of a plqte adapted to partly

extend beneath an attached shingle; limiting stops on said -

plate:; a pivoted member on said plate provided with. a
shingle-engaging prong; a pivoted lock-plate adapted o
retain said prong in locked position and a clamp secured

to said plate for holding a guide board.

7. A shingle gage congisting of a plate adapted to partly
extend beneath an attached shingle ; limjting stops on said
a pivoted member on said plate provided with a
shingle-engaging prong; a pivoted lock-plate adapted to
retain said prong in lotked position; a clamp pivotally
attached to said lock-plate: and a hook secured to said
plate for holding a guide board.

Signed Ly me at Boston, Mass., this 23d day of March,

1907.
DANIEL W. EDSON.

Witnesses :
WALTER 18, TL.OMBARD,
I7DNA C. CLEVELAND.
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