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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that we, Joun GAMBLE and GRORGTE M.
SMITH, citizens of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia,  Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Catcherg’ Masks, of which
the following is a specification.

Our invention relates to base ball catchers masks,

and my object is to provide means for holding the
mask 1n place which will retain its form and perform
its function perfectly after long continued use.
2 In one form of mask now being used there is a cross
band attached to opposite sides of the mask and adapt-
ed to fit at the back of the catchers head, and from the
central portion of this cross band which is elastic, an
elastic strap or band connects with the upper part of
the frame of the mask. After a certain period of use
this strap or band loses its resiliency to some extent
and becoming stretched the tendency of the mask will
be to drop downwardly. This is particularly so after
the cheek pads have conformed to the shape of the
wearer’s face.

In carrying out our invention we use flexible nomn.
elastic material as a means for preventing the mask
from dropping downwardly, and instead of attaching
a strap to the cross band and to the upper part of the
mask, we attach to the said cross band at points close
to the mask a strap adapted to go over the top of the
catchers head, and we connect this strap centrally
with the rear band or strap. This will maintain a,
positive support for the mask at all times and will
prevent the mask from dropping down, even after
long continued use and after the pads have conformed
to the wearer’s cheeks. .

The invention consists of the features and combina-
tion and arrangement of parts hereinafter described
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings,—Figure 1 is a side
view of the mask with my improvement in place, and
Ig. 2 is a plan view. Fig. 3 is a view of the eye
shield detached. |

The mask is of the ordinary form having pads around
1ts edge to bear upon portions of the face of the catcher.

A horizontal piece or band is attached to the frame
of the mask at one side as indicated at 2 by means of

a leather piece riveted to the fabric strip or piece 3

and passing around the frame. At the opposite side
the fabric strip or band 3 is connected with the frame
adjustably by a strap 4 having a buckle 5. These fas.

tenings are located slightly above the middle of the

frame in approximately the usual position. To the

'w

the ends thereof, I attach a cross-strip of fabric 6
adapted to extend up over the head of the catcher
and lying adjacent the mask. To the center of this
strip the forward end of a third fabric strip 6/ is at-
tached and this extends along the top of the catchers
head and down the back thercof to the center of the

horizontal cross band or strip 3. This strip or strap 6/

18 non-elastic and also the upwardly curved strip to

which it is attached, the only elastic portion being

the horizontal band or strip 3. The upwardly curved
cross-strip together with the strip 6/ are not attached
to the. frame, but simply rest upon the head of the
catcher, Being, however, of non-elastic material they
form a positive support for the mask and one which
1s not liable to change or displacement under con-
tinued use, as the upwardly curved strip has’its end
attached as near as may be to the frame of the mask

and it will positively support the same against falling -

down. .

We provide a peak or.eye shield of celluloid, which
is preferably colored green, and which is held in place
by clips secured by eyelets to the peak, the said clips
having arms 7 bent around portions of the frame of
the mask as shown at 8. The peak has an opening 10
between these flanges =0 as to accommodate the shape
of the frame. This shield may be attached to any
frame now in use and may be removed therefrom and
replaced at will.

We claim as our mvention :—

1. A catchers mask comprising a frame and pads, a hori-
zontal strip to pass around the back of the catcher’s head
and secured at its ends to the frame, a flexible non-elastic
strip secured at its ends to the horizontal strip near the
ends thereof close to the Pads and extending over the head
from one side to the other, and a central band or strip ex-
tending from the center of the non-elastic strip to the rear
of the horizontal strip, substantially as desecribed. |

2. In combination in 2 catcher’s mask, the frame, the
pads, the band attached to the frame to pass around the
catcher’s head and formed of elastic material, and a flexi-
ble non-elastic strip attached at its ends near the ends
of the elastic strip close to the pads and adapted to pass
over the catcher’s head, substantially as desecribed.

3. In combination with a catchers mask, a strip or bDand
connected intermediate the height of the mask and extend-
ing horizontally therefrom to Dass about the back of the
head, a strip -passing over the head from side to side free
from connection with the mask at the top and connected
at its ends to the horizontal band or strip at a point near
the mask, and a central hand extending from the free up-
per part of the cross band to the rear of the horizontal
band, substantially as described.

4. In combination with g catchers mask, a strip at-

tached thereto and passing around the bhack of the head
and a strip to pass over the top of the head and extending

horizontal piece or band 3 and as close as possible to | 2long the margin of the upper part of a mask and con-
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nected at its ends with the strip first mentioned at about
the middle of the height of the mask, substantially as de-
scribed. |

5. -In combination with a eatcher’s mask comprising
frame bars an eye shield composed of a sheet of material
having clips disposed to removably embrace portions of the
snid frame bars, substantially as described. |

G. An eye shield for a cateher’'s mask comprising a sheet
of material and means earried thereby to removably em-

prace parts of the frame bars of the said mask, substan- 10
tially as described. | | :

In testimony whereof, we affix our signatures in pres-
ence of two witnesses. -

JOHN GAMBLIE,
- GRO. M. SMITHL
Witnesses : -
FARRY M. DITTIE,
InpwARD A. CLUNGEON.
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