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To all whom 1 may concern.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE SPENCER BENEDICT, a
citizen of the United States; and a resident of Kings-
land, in the county of Llano and State of Texas, have
invented a new and Improved Pipe-Clamp, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention is an improvement in pipe clamps
such as are used for withdrawing well casings from wells
and other like purposes. |

Among the objects of the invention are the provision

of a strong and simple device of this character which is

adjustable to take pipes of varying sizes, and which
will operate to grip the pipe with increasing force as 18
registance to being withdrawn is augmented. "

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, in which similar
characters of reference indicate corresponding parts in
all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of two different forms of

my improved clamp applied to a well tube or casing

the upper clamp operating to withdraw the pipeand the
lower cla,mp serving to hold the pipe while the upper
clamp is lowered to obtain a new purchase or grip
thereon; Fig. 2. is a perspective view of the gripping
member: Fig. 3 is a cross section of the device shown in

" the upper portion of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sec-

tion through the gripping member, and Fig. 5 is a frag-
mentary plan of the clamp showing the manner in which
it engages with the pipe.

The invention as preferably constructed in practice,
comprises a strap 1 of bar metal bent into the form of a
U, providing spaced arms. Between these arms is piv-
otally mounted on a bolt or pin 3, a gripping member 4.

" This gripping member carries an adjustable jaw mem-
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ber 5, which is connected therewith by a bolt 6, the
latter passing through a slot 7 formed in the pwotal por-
tion of said member in order that the jaw, when adjusted
on the gripping member, will be rigidly held in place.
 The opposed faces of the pivotal member 4 and jaw 9
are formed with teeth 8 which, when intermeshed and
the bolt 6 tightened, prevent any relative movement
between these parts, as is obvious. The jaw member
5 is constructed with a V-shaped stepped gripping jaw
9 in.its free end, which operates to bite into the well
casing in withdrawing it from the well or other l1ke pur-
pose. A bail 10 is pivotally attached to the arms of
the U-shaped member near the pivot-bolt 3, said bail

being constructed with an eye 11 for receiving the

hooked end of a block-and-tackle, as illustrated 1n
Iig. 1

F

The cl:imp shown in the lower portion of Fig. 1 1s es- -

‘sentially the same as that just described except that the
bail 10 is displaced and the strap is made of two pleces
of bar metal and constructed in the form of a yoke, thus
providing the strap with a stem 12 dlsposed at the oppo-
site side of its U portion 12, The two pieces of bar iron
which form the stem 12 of the strap 1* are bolted or
otherwise secured together by bolts 13.

In the operation of the two forms of my invention,
the clamp constructed with the yoke-shaped strap 1° 18
blocked up over the well casing, as disclosed in Fig. 1.
The clamp constructed with the U-shaped strap 1 1s
then engaged with the pipe thereabove, the jaw mem-
bers 5 of both clamps being at this time adjusted on
their respective members 4 to assume an inclined pos1-

| tion when engaged with the casing, as illustrated 10,

Fig. 1. By now drawing on the upper clamp as by the
block-and-tackle shown, its jaw 9 bites into the pipe
with a force which is proportional to the resistance
of the pipe to be withdrawn, and withdraws the cas-
ing from the well. By releasing the pull on the up-
per clamp for lowering it and obtaining a fresh purchase
on the pipe or casing, its clamping member 18 auto-
matically disengaged, which permits the clamp to drop.
The clamping member of the lower clamp, however, as
the casing starts to slide back with the release of the up-

per clamp, automatically engages the casing and holds

it until it is again drawn upwardly by the pull on the
upper clamp In this manner of using the clamps, the
casing is effectively and speedlly removed from the
well.

Although the forms of my invention as described are
my preferred embodiments thereof, I, nevertheless, re-
gard the precise construction as 1mmater1&1 and consider
that I am entitled to such changes as fall W1th111 the
scope of the annexed claims.

Having thus described my invention I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A pipe clamp, including a strap consisting of two
spaced arms connected together, and a gripping member
pivotally mounted between said arms, having an- adjust-

~able jaw member opposed to the connecting portion of

said arms and operable to clamp a pipe thereto, said orip-
ping member and jaw member having overlapping adja-

cent ends.

. A pipe clamp comprising a strap bhaving two spaced
arms connected together a gripping member ‘directly piv-
oted to and between said arms, and means attached to said
strap for withdrawing and operating the clamp.

3. A pipe clamp comprising a U-shaped strap providing
two spaced armg connected together at one end, a gripping
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‘member in the form of & flat plate dirdetly pivoted to and | ing their adjacent ends overlapped and provided with 10
at the free ends of said arms, and means dttached to .said | teeth on their opposed faces, and means for securing the
arms for withdrawing the clamp and operating said gripping member and jaw member together. - . '
member. - In testimony whereof I have signed my name to this

4. A pipe clamp, comprising a strap having two spaced specification in the presence of two subseribing witnesses.

arms connected together at one end, a gripping member GEORGE SPENCER BENEDICT,
pivoted to and between the free ends of said arms, a jaw Witnesses : | .
member carried by the gripping member, said jaw member W. A, STARR,

and gripping member being in the form of flat plates hav- | K. . BARNETT.
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