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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Scort H. Torwax, of Boston,
in the county of Suffolk and State of Massachusetts,
have invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Supporting or Stiffening Devices for Collars, &ec.,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to devices for stiffening,
spreading and supporting fabrics, especially stocks
or collars of soft material, such as are used by ladies
for neckwear.

The invention has for its object to provide a device

adapted for this purpose, of such construction that

. 1t can be quickly and securely attached to and detached

from the fabric, the form of the device being such

that it does not undesirably displace the fabric, or-

cause an objectionable protuberance on the outer
surface thereof.

The invention consists in the improvements which
I will now proceed to describe and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, Figure 1 represents a side view of
a collar-supporting device constructed in accordance
with my invention. Fig. 2 represents an edge view
of the same. Tig. 3 represents an enlargement of a
portion of Fig. 1, and a piece of fabric engaged with
the device. Fig. 4 represents a sectlon on line 4—4
of Fig. 3. Ifig. b represents a side view of the blank
irom which the body of the device shown in Figs. 1, 2,
3, and 4 is made.

The same letters of reference indicate the same
parts 1n all the figures.

In the drawings, 12 represents the body portion of
my 1mproved stiffening device, the same being pref-
erably composed of a thin strip of relatively stiff
material, such as celluloid, preferably formed in such

manner that 1t has dull or non-lustrous surfaces, and

therefore will not reflect light through the meshes of
a lace collar with which it may be engaged. The end
portions of the body 12 are provided with a recess 13
into which a portion of the fabric 14 with which the
stiffener is to be engaged, may be inserted. At oppo-
site ends of the recess are raised guides 15 15.

16 represents a pin, preferably of segmental form,
adapted to move in the guides 15, and to pass through
the recess 13, so that the portion of the fabric 14 which
projects into sald recess, will be transfixed by the
pin when the latter is moved across the recess from
one guide to another. The pin is suitably engaged
with the body 12 so that when moved it will move
in 3 predetermined path, the pin. being therefore
kept in alinement with the guides 15. The pin is
engaged with the body by means of a connecting
member which is preferably a shank 17, extending
from the heel end of the pin to a.rivet 18 engaged
with the body and an arm 180 thereof, the shank hav-
ing an eye which surrounds and is adapted to turn

[

upon the rivet.

by the recess 13 and guides 15 are provided is as
follows: The blank from which the body 12 is made,
is preferably formed as shown in Fig. 5, it being pro-
vided near its end portions with an orifice 170. The
blank is bent along the dotted line z z in Fig. 5, the
line of the bend being across the orifice 170. The
bendmo' of the.blank converts each extreme end por-
tion into an arm 180 which is parallel with the ad-
jacent portion of the body, as shown in Fig. 2, each
rivet 18 being engaged with an arm 180, as well as
with the adjacent portion of the body. The pin and
its shank are located between the arm and the body,
the bent portions of the blanlk at opposite sides of the
orifice forming the guides 15 through which the pen-
etrating portion of the pin is adapted to pass.

It will be seen from the foregoing that the described
device is adapted to be quickly applied to and detached
from a collar, the operation of attaching the device
consisting in simply pressing parts of the fabric into
the recesses 13, and then forcing the pins 16 through
the recesses and the portions of the fabric therein, the
fabric being thus transfixed by the pin, as indicated
in IFig. 3. When the device is to be detached from
the fabric, the pins 16 are retracted from the recesses,
thus releasing the fabric.
shank 17 is preferably formed with an outwardly bent
or oifset portion 19, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, to en-
able the operator’s finger to engage the shank and re-
tract the pin, said offset portion also acting as a stop,
by engaging the wall of one of the guides 15, to limit
the mward movement of the pin 16.

My invention is not limited to use in connection .

with neck collars, as it may be used as a stiffener or

support for various flexible articles of apparel.
I claim:

1. A device of the character stated comprising a body
having an end recess and two pin guides and an arm ex-
tending below the recess beside the body, a rivet connect-
ing the end of the arm with said body, and a pin having
a segmental portion movable in said guides and through
the recesg and having an eye mounted on said rivet.

2. A device of the character stated, comprising a body
having an aperture and bent across said aperture to form
an arm or guard beside the Dbody, the wall of the aper-
ture forming a recess between two guides formed by the
bent portions of the body at opposite edges of the aper-
ture, a rivet comnecting the end portion of the arm or
guard with the corresponding portion of the body, and
a segmental pin movable in said guides and through the
recess, sald pin having a shank provided with an eye
mounted on said rivet and having an offset portion to
engage one of the guides to limit the inward movement of
the pin.

In testimony whereof I have affi
presence of two witnesses.

SCOTT HO. TOLMAN.

VWitnesses :
C. I'. Brown,
ALvIN T. CONDON.
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