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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, Epmunp B. Tavror and FreD
A. Tavror, citizens of the United States, residing at
Pittsfield, in the ecounty of Somerset and State of Maine,
have invented an Improvement in Book-Holders, of
which the following description, in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification, like letters
on the drawings representing like parts.

Our invention relates to book holders and particu-
larly to holders for telephone directories and the like,
and the object of the invention is to provide a holder of
the class described, in which the book can be quickly
and easily placed or from which it can be as readily re-
moved; which will not require the book to be perfo-
rated or otherwise mutilated, and which may be read-
1ly altered so as to change the angle at which the book
1s supported while being used. |

Also 1t 1s the object of our invention to generally
improve the construction and mode of operation of book
holders.

The improved book holder is made with a book-en-
gaging member provided with means by which it can be
hung or attached to a support, and in one form of our
invention this book-engaging member comprises a
irame to extend along the back of the book and a blade
or the like hinged to the frame and adapted to extend

through the book between the leaves and thereby hold

the book to the frame, means being provided to hold
the blade in its closed position with provision for re-
leasing the blade by relative movement in a prede-
termined fashion between the blade and frame.

Another feature of the invention consists in movably
mounting the book-engaging member on a support, and
in providing a latch on one of said parts which codp-
erates with an adjustable abutment on the other of said
parts, to hold the book-engaging member at the desired
That is, the abutment is ad-
justable, so that the angle at which the book is sup-
ported while in use may be varied at will and at the
same time the arrangement is such that the adjustable
abutment is always in position to codperate with the
latch. .

Other features of our invention are hereinafter
pointed out.

In the accompanying drawings:—TIigure 1 is a side
elevation of a book holder embodying one form of our
invention. Fig. 2 1s a front view of the book holder
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 8is a sectional view of the holder
shown in Fig. 1, but with the book-engaging member
occupylng another position. Tig. 4 is a section on line
4—4 of I1g. 1. Fig. 5 shows the swinging bracket which
may form part of our improved holder. Fig. 6 is a de-
tail of the support. Tig. 7 shows a modified form of
holder, o

The book-engaging member of that form of our im-

proved holder shown in Tfigs. 1 to 5, inclusive, com-

prises a thin springy frame a and blade at. At its up-
per end the frame ¢ is made with a lateral projection a-,
which at its outer end 1s slotted to loosely embrace the
upper end of blade ¢*, and also coiled tightly around the
ends of a pin a3, extending through a slot ¢t in the upper
end of blade al. At its lower end frame ¢ is made with
a lateral projection ¢ having its extremity bent over
mwardly and back toward the body of frame ¢ and

| slotted. as at a® to pocket the lower end of blade a'.
Near its upper end blade a' is provided with two op-.

positely projecting retaining lugs or finger pieces, o,
for controlling the position of the hlade a!. The upper
end of frame a terminates 1n a spring ¢°, which serves
to yieldingly hold blade a! against endwise upward
movement, so that when the lower end of said blade is
in slot ¢° it cannot be removed except by lifting blade
@' against the pressure of spring a5. That is, normally,
blade a' 1s held against accidental displacement by
spring @®, but said blade can be freed from slot «® by
grasping lugs ¢’ and lifting the blade against the pres-
sure of spring a® until the lower end thercoi clears slot
a’, after which the blade can be swung outwardly on
pin @° as a pivot to open the book-engaging member,
for the purpose of inserting or removing the book. If
the book 1s being inserted, its hack is placed against
frame a, as mdicated by dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 4,
and blade a' is swung down hetween the leaves of the
book as indicated in Fig. 4, and then shifted endwise so
as to insert 1ts lower end 1n slot a®. |
As shown in Figs. 1 to §, inclusive, the book-engag-

| ing member-above described is pivotally hung to a U-

shaped support b, and to provide for this the upper
end of frame ¢ has fixed to it a strong, stiff extension,
¢’, carrying at its upper end a U-shaped head a', fit-
ting within support b. A pin 0! serves to connect the
two wings of head @' to the two wings of support b,
with provision for relative swinging movement around
the axis of said pin. |

Ifixed at 1ts ends to the wings of head a'® a short dis-
tanceirom the pivot pin &' isa pina'!, on which ispivoted
a latch ¢'?, having near itsouter enda slot a'?, cooperat-
ing with an adjustable abutment 5%, herein shown as a
nut mounted on the upper threaded end of a rod b°
fixed to the back of support 6. Latch '®is held against
abutment 5* by a spring «'%, and pin ¢'%, and is so po-
sitloned that when the book-engaging member is swung
outwardly on pin b! the latch is ecarried down until
slot a'® registers with the abutment, whereupon spring
al*acting on the latch causes the abutment to enter the
slot and lock the parts against further movement until
latch a'® is freed by hand from the abutment. It will

i thus be seen, that when the book is to be used and the
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book-engaging membel is swung outwardly on pwot bt
said member is automatically caught and locked in its
extended position, and also that simply by adjusting
abutment 4% on rod b3 the angle at which the book is
thus supported while being used may be varied at will,
which is 2 matter of some importance. :
Pivotally mounted in the wings of support b near the
top and front thereof, as at d, is a leaf-holder or spreader,
d!, the longer end of which is adapted to be swung to-
ward and from the book and the shorter end of which
is in engagement with the free end of spring a'*. When
the spreader is swung from one extreme position to the
other, or, in other words, from the position shown n
Fig. 1 to the position shown in Fig. 2, the shorter end
passes between pivot d and spring ¢** from one side of
the pivot to the other, so that said spring will hold the
spreader in either of its two positions. When the book-
engaging member is in extended position and after the
book has been opened to the proper place the operator
swings spreader d* down bétween the leaves of the
book as in Fig. 3, where it is held by the pressure of
spring at%, so as to keep the book open while being used.
The lower end of the rod b is extended below sup-
port b and mounted to turn in a socket ¢!, provided In
the upper end of a crank-shaped bracket ¢, pivoted at
its lower end to a wall, desk or other fixture, as shown
in Tig. 5. A bracket of this form permits the book
holder to be moved bodily from an out of the way po-
sition into a position convenient for use, while by hav-
ing the support b swiveled in the upper end of br acket
¢ the holder can be turned about on the bracket with-
out bodily movement and as may be found convenient.
In Fig. 7 I have shown another form of my invention,

wherein the blade «! is pivoted to pin a® without pro-

vision for sliding movement on said pin, the latter be-
ing placed directly in the upper spring-end of the

holder and the support b° is an eye made with a shank

swiveled to the frame ¢. In this form of my invention
the relative movement between the blade and frame
through which the freeing or locking of the blade 1s
effected, is provided for by making either, or prefer-
ably both, of pliable sheet metals so that by slightly
springing either, or both parts, the end of the blade o
can be inserted in the slot of projection a’, or with-
drawn thercirom.

In both forms, the holder is held rigid and stiff by
the engagement of the back of the book with the back
of the holder, the two being pressed firmly together by
the blade a'. |

Having described our invention, what we claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: '

1. A Dook holder, comprising a frame to extend along

the Dack of the book, having a thin blade pivoted thereto
for extending through the hook between the leaves, said
frame having a breoad flat upturned end ‘embracing said
hlade opposite the pivoted end and provided with means
for detachably engaging said blade, and yielding means
for permitting the disengaging of said frame and blade.
2. A book holder, comprising a frame to extend along
the back of the book, having its opposite ends bent for-
wardly to lap over the opposite ends of the book, a thin
blade pivoted at one end to said frame, in line with the
forward ends of said forwardly bent portions, to extend
through the book between the leaves thereof, the free end
of said frame opposite said pivot having a longitudinal

ak

~ing vertically along the back of

- the latter,
~able abutment for engaging said slot when the swinging
- of said frame has moved-said latch 80 as to blln“‘ its slot
into alinement with said abutment.

- for cooperating with said
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slot closed at its outer end for receiving and retaining the

adjacent end of said Dblade, and yielding means for permit-

ting the releasing of said Dblade.
3. A book holder, comprising
metal to extend along the back of the book, having 1its
opposite ends hent forwardly to lap over the opposite ends
of the book, and a thin Dblade pivoted at one end to said
fraune, in line with the forward ends of said forwardly

leaves therecf, the free end of said frame opposite said
pivot having a longitudinal slot closed at its outer end for

receiving the adjacent end of said blade, said blade at its

pivot having a longitudinal slot for permitting it €o move
for disengagement from the slotted end of said frame,

4. A Dbook holder, comprising a frame to extend along
the back of the book, having a thin blade pivoted thereto
for extending through the book hetween the leaves, means
for detachably engaging said blade and frame opposite the
pivoted end, yielding means for permitting the disengag-

~ing of said frame and blade, a vertical support U-shaped

in cross section emlracing said frame, and a rod extend-
said support, the Iatier
being mounted to swing horizontally on said rod and said
frame Dbeing mounted to swing vertically in said support.

5. A Dbook holder, comprising a frame to extend along
the Dack of the book, having a thin blade pivoted thereto
for extending through the ook hetween the leaves, means
for detachably engaging said blade and frame opposite the
pivoted end, yielding .means for permitting the disengag-
ing of said frame and blade, a support for said frame, a
rod ecarrving gaid support, the latter being mounted to
swing horizontally on said rod, and said frame Deing
mounted to swing vertically in said support, and auto-
matie means between said rod and said frame for loeking

~the latter when swung into an angular position on its

pivot.

6. In a device of the kind described, a supporting rod, a
frame support mounted thereon to swing horizontally, a
book-holding frame horizontally piveted to said support, a
latch pivoted to sald frame eccentrically of the pivot of
the latter, and means codperating with said latch to auto-
matically engage the latter when the frame is swung an-
cularly for holding the frame and itsg book in said angular
position. .

7. In a device of the kind described, a supporting 1‘0::1 a
frame support mounted thereon to swing horizontally, a
book-holding frame horizontally pivoted to said suppoit, a
latch pivoted to said frame eccentrically of the pivot of
a transverse slot in said lateh, and an adjust-

8. In a device of the Kkind described, a velhcﬂl rod,

- means pivotally suppmtmn‘ the same, a shouldered nut
~ threaded on said rod, a book support mounted on said rod
to
;vm‘sely pivoted to said Dook support, and a spring-held
~and pivoted latch extending eccentrically from said frame
to said shouldered nut and having a slot for snapping over .

129

swing horizontally, a holding frame for a book, trans-

said nut when the frame is swung angularly.
0. In a device of the kind described, a Dbocek support,
means carrying the same for swinging in a horizontal

“plane, a holding frame pivoted transversely in sald book

support, a spreader also pivoted in said Dbook support
above said frame, and an automatic spring .latch pivoted
to said frame and extending upwardly along said support
between said carrying means and spreader, said latch con-

a frame of thin flat spring

bent portions, to extend through the book between the
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taining means for yieldingly engaging.said spreader and

carrying means in locking said
frame in operative position.

In testimony whereof, we have signed our names to this
specification, in the presence of two subscribing witnesgses.

EDMUND B. TAYLOR.
FRED A. TAYLOR.

Wilhesses .

- Gro. . MAXWELL, _
M. A, JONES.
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