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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, James D. BoURrNE, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Stuttgart, in the county
of Arkansas and State of Arkansas, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Wire-Twisting De-
vices, of which the following is a specification.

This invention is designed for the purpose of twisting

wire upon bundles of any kind and especially upon
bails of hay and cutting the wire after it has been
twisted. It has been common to bind the bails with
wires cut for that purpose and provided at one end with
a loop through which the other end was passed, the
wire being then twisted. If the piece cut is not of
2 suflicient length, it is necessary to splice it, thus in-
creasing the cost and labor of tying the bundles, and re-
sulting in more or less waste of wire. =

My invention consists of a tool adapted to twist the
wire before it is cut and to then cut it at the proper
point. The cut end is held in the tool and the wire
s then twisted by revolving the tool, thus completing
the twisting operation.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the tool. Tig. 2isa plan view. Fig. 3 is
an enlarged detail view, showing the head portion of
the tool and a wire in engagement therewith. Fig. 4 is
an enlarged view of the head of the tool, seen from the
opposite side from that shown'in Fig. 3. TFig. 5 is a
front end elevation of the tool. *

In these drawings, A represents a suitable cylinder
or holder, to the rear end of which is fixed a handle A’.
The cylinder A is preferably made hollow to reduce its
weight and in use is held in the left hand of the oper-
ator and 1s formed cylindrical in order that it may be
readily rotated within the hand by meansof the handle
A’. Adjacent its forward ends a tube A is cut out upon

‘opposite sides and in the cut out portions are secured
two parallel plates B and C, which are notched, as

shown at D and D’, the last-mentioned notches being
1n the lower portion of the plates and the entrance to
said notches being partially covered or closed by pro-
Jecting shoulders E. A slightly bent lever I is pLV-
oted to the plate C at a point immediate to the rear of
the notch D of the said plate, and the end of the lever
working adjacent said notch is sharpened, as shown at
I/, to form a wire cutter. A suitable bolt G passes
through the plates B and C and serves as a pivot point
for the lever I' and also as a pivot for 8 metal bail H,
one side member of which is pivoted upon the bolt
upon the outer face of the lever ', while the other side
member upon the inner face of the plate C and bears
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| against the bolt G, while the bow portion of the bail is

adapted to work over the upper end portions of the lever
I and of the plate C.

In operation, the tube A is held in the left hand and
the wire is drawn around the bail or bundle and the

iree end portion of the wire is passed around the plates

B and C, resting in the notches D and D/, the shoulders
i holding the extreme end portion in place. A one-
half turn of the left hand of the operator bends the wire
at a right angle and securely holds it in position in the
notches. The wire from the other side of the bhail 1s
then brought over the face of the plate B, thus CrossIng
the wire upon the top or face of the said plate, and the
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cross portion is then drawn down into the notches D

by-the right hand of the operator. The lever F is then.
‘operated by the thumb of the operator’s left hand,

throwing the cutting edge I/ into engagement with the
wire and cutting the same, and the cutend is cngaged
by the bail H and securely held. The tool is then
moved in the left hand by the operator grasping the
handle A’ with his right hand, thus twisting and leav-
ing both ends bent at right angles, parallel to each other
and convenient for tucking in. The lever F is then
thrown into open position, causing the wire to be re-
leased by the bail or lock H. |

Having now described my invention, what I claim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A wire twisting tool comprising a shaft provided with
notched plates at one end and a handle at the opposite
end, a lever having’a cutting edge adapted to operate adja-
cent one of the notches, and a locking bail adapted to
engage and lock the cut end of the wire. '

2. A tool of the kind described, comprising a shaft,:

means for rotating the shaft, a plate carried by the shaft,
and provided with upper and lower notches, a shoulder
formed on the plate adapted to cover the cntrance to one
of the notches, a lever having 2 cutting edge adapted to
operate and cover the other noteh, and a Iocking plate
actuated by the lever adapted to ecngage and lock in the
last-mentioned notch, the cut end of a wire.

3. A device of the kind described, comprising a shaft,
parallel plates carried at the front end of the shaft, and
having upper and lower notches formed therein, a lever
pivotally connected to one of said plates and having a cut-
ting edge operating adjacent ome of the notches, and a

locking bail pivotally carried by the tool and having one

side member resting upon the outer face of the lever and
the other side member adjacent the inner face of tho plate
next to the lever, and a hanWle carried Ly the rear end of
the shaft, as and for the purpose set forth. |

JAMIES D, BOURNE.

Witnesses:
FrRED P, BOURNE,
I. 1", BourNE.
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