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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, ALrrED A. DENNIS, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Grand Rapids, in the

county of Kent and State of Michigan, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Carpet-Sweep-
ers; and I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in carpet
sweepers and more particularly to a device for prevent-
ing strings, ravelings, hair and like materials from
winding into the brush bearings, and it consists essen-
tially in a plate pivoted to the case and adapted to close
the end openings in the case which are provided for re-

“moving and inserting the brush and in various other

new and useful features hereinafter more iully de-
seribed and particularly pointed out in the claims,
reference being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which: |

Figure 1. is an end elevation of a carpet sweeper with
my device attached; Fig. 2. a detail in elevation of
the inside of an end of a sweeper case with my improve-
ment attached, showing the same in operative position,
and showing in dotted lines the position when removing
the brush; and, Fig. 3. a detail in vertical section taken
on the line 3—3 of ig. 2. |

Like numerals refer to like parts in all of the figures.

1 is the ordinary case of a carpet sweeper having
slots or recesses in its ends through which the brush
teunnions extend; 2 the carrying wheels; 3 the iric-

tion wheel of the brush roller engaged by the wheels 2

and driven thereby; 4 the brush roller; 5 the brush
bristles. | |

As thus far described, the device 1s an ordinary type
of carpet sweeper and constitutes no part of my inven-
tion. |

6 is an annular disk mounted on the brush roller ad-
jacent to the bristles; 7 is a plate extending across
the brush recess in the case, and having an inwardly

turned flange 11 éxtending ‘beneath the disk 6, said

plate being pivoted to the case at 8 and engaging a stop
9 on the case, and held in or out of operative position by
the spring 10 engaging the square end 12 of the plate 7,
and pressing thereon to hold the plate in cloged position,
and engaging and pressing on the face thereof to hold
the plate in open position.

The operation of my device is as follows: When a
string, or material of like nature, is picked up by the
brush, the flange 11 of the plate 7 guides it so that it
wound up at all it will be wound on the brush. The
annular disk 6 then prevents its sliding outward toward
the friction mechanism and it is thus effectually pre-
vented from fouling with the friction wheel or the
brush journals.

What I claim 1s—

1. In a carpet sweeper, in combination with a brush and
a ease having a brush recess in its end, a plate pivoted on
the case and adapted to span said recess, and means for
holding said plate in either closed or open position.

2. In a carpet sweeper, the combination of a brush and
a case having brush recesses in its ends, a plate spanning
snid recess and pivoted to the case at one end, a stop on
the case engaged by the other end of the plate and a spring
adapted to hold said plate in either open or closed po-
sition.

3. In a carpef sweeper, in combination with a brush and
a case having a brush recess in its end, an annular disk
mounted on the brush roller between the bristies and the
end of the case a pivoted plate spanning the recess in the
case and having an inwardly turned flange, a stop on the
case, and a spring to hold the plate in contact with the
stop. -
4, In a carpet sweeper, in combination with a brush and
a case havine brush recesses in its ends, an annular disk
mounted on the brush roller, removable means for closing
the lower parts of the recesses, and a flange on said means
and extending heneath the disk.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in presence of
w0 witnesses. |

'ALFRED A. DENNIS.

Witnesses:
PAaLyMBER A. JONES,
LUTHER V. MOULTEN, .
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