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-To alll whom it may. concern.:

Be'it: known that I, JosSEPH ALPHONSE VALLEE, 2

__'sub]ect of France, residing at Allegheny, in the county

of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have invented

~certain new and useful Improvements- in Clothes-

Pounders, of which the following is a specification,

reference bemg had therein to the accompanying

- drawings. .
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‘This mventmn relates to certain new and “useful
1mp170vements in clothes pounders, and the invention
has for its primary object to provide a novel form of

pounder for cleaning clothes within a tub or similar re-
“ceptacle, insuring a perfect rinsing of the clothes, and

tending to remove all dirt and filth from the same.. To
this end, I have devised a simple and inexpensive

pounder which will be pOSltwe in 1ts action and free
- from all danger of injuring the clothes with which 1t

~ contacts, or becoming injured itself from constant use.

20 semi-spherical qhell having a central depending tubu—
lar stem, from which radiates a plurality of rods or
- wires."

~shaped ‘handle by which it is manipulated.

25 _'tel ing into my invention will be hereinafter more fully

Briefly described, my improved pounder consists of a

‘The pounder is provided with a detachable T-

The above éonstruction together with the details en-

descrlbed and claimed, and referring to the drawing ac-
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wires of the pounder, and Fig. 6 is a fragmentary per-
‘spective view of the lower end of a depending tubular

- designate
- views of the drawing, in which:—
30
| -_3'clothes pounder.
- Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the lower
'__end of the handle of the pounder.

compzmymg_thls application, like numerals of reference
corresponding parts throughout the several

- Figure 1 isa vertical sectional view of my improved
-Fig. 2 1s a bottom plun of the same,

IFig. 4 18 a cross sec-
tional xrlew taken on the line x z of Fig. 1. TFig. 5 1s a
detached detail view of one of the radiating rods or

~ stem forming part of the pounder.
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In the 'LCCOIHP‘LHYIHU‘ drawings I have 1illustrated a
conventional form of tub or receptacle 1, as partly filled

. with water 2 and containing clothes 3.

My invention resides in the novel construction of the

o pc}under 4, thch I have illustrated in connection with

pending. tubular stem 6, the upper end of which is

‘the tub or ,receptacle 1.

The pounder consists of a sub-
stantially semi-spherical shell 5 having a central de-

- closed and contracted, at 7 and provided with an an-

nular flange 8, which rests upon the top of the shell 5.
The contracted end 7 of the stem 6 is provided with out-
wardly extending pins or lugs 9, 9, adapted to engage in

“the bayonet slots 10, 10, formed in the lower end of the

T-shaped handle or lever 11 of the pounder. The

lower end of the central depending stem 6 is provided

Wlth an annula,r groove 12, and engaging iun said groove
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of contact of the wires and stem.

are the curved base portions 14 of radially disposed
rods or wires 15, 15, of substantially V-shape the ends
of sald rods or wires being suitably secured, at 16 adja-
cent to the lower edge of the shell 5.

As shown, the brace wires 15 are inclined relatively
to'a plane extending at right angles to the stem 6, the
inclination being in an upward direction from the point
Said wires therefore
not only brace the stem against lateral movement, but
in addition provide means, in opposition to the flange S,
for preventing a withdrawal movement of the stem
from the shell, it being understood that no additional
securing devices, or solder need be provided. Ifur-
thermore, the wires, when the pounder 1s 1n use, pre-
sent no obstructions within the shell other than that
which is produced by the thickness of the wire, and
hence the intertor of the shell is substantially free to
produce its complete action by permitting the entire
effect of the compressed air produced within the shell
to be exerted at all points.

In practice the pounder is raised and lowered by
person, to agitate the clothes 3 within the tub or recep-
tacle 1, the shape of the shell creating a suction or vacu-
um, which tends to draw the clothes 3 into the shell
against the rods or wires 19.

I preferably construct the pounder of light and dura-
ble material and detachably connecting the handle 11
to the body of the pounder, I am enabled to dis-asscm-
ble the pounder, whereby it may be conveniently
stored away when not being used.

It is thought from the foregoing that the construction
and operation of my improved pounder will he appar-
ent to those having use for the same, and I desire it to
be understood that such changes, as are permissible by
the appended claims may be resorted to, without de-
parting from the spirit or the scope of the invention.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what 1 claim
18—

In a clothes pounder, a shell constituting a pounder
body, a depending tubular stem extending through the
body centrally thereof, having an annular flange fitting on
the top of the body and having a contracted end above
siid flange, bhrace wires engaging the tubular stem adjacent
its lower end and having their ends secured in the poundernr
body, said wires being inclined relatively to a plane ex-
fending at right angles to the axis of said stem, the in-
clination being upwardly from the stem outwardly, a pin
extending through the contracted upper end of said stem
and projecting on both sides thereof, and a handle having
a hollow stem to be received from said contracted end
and having oppositely disposed slots to receive the project-
ing ends of said pin to lock the handle in position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in the pres-
encoe of two witnesses,

JOSEPH ALPHONSE VALLEKER.

Witnesses :
C. KLOSTERMANN,
. . PoTThR,
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