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' To all whom it may concern:
‘Be it known that we, LAWRENCE G. HanpEY and.

| JOHN ‘B. PorrTER, citizens of the United States, and

.j 10

residents of Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of

New York, have lnv_ented a new and useful Improve-
-ment in Stocking-Supporters, of which the following

is a specification.

. This invention relates to stocking supporters and
‘has the object to produce a device for this purpose
which is permanently attached to the leg of a nether
undergarment, whereby the same is not liable to be-
come lost and may also be washed with the said gar-

B ment and which during use does not encircle the leg

 of the wearer, thereby avoiding the annular pressure
on the limb which is produced by the garters or sup-
i -pOrtere now in common use. |

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 is a per-

. epectwe view showing the improved stocking supporter

~ in use. F1g 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of
20

one leg_of a nether undergarment provided with the

improved stocking supporter, the latter being shown
-disconnected from the stocking. Fig. 3 18 a perspec-

| tive view of the upper end of a stocking provided with
" means.for receiving the improved stocking supporter.

| ;. .._..2_5 -
R parte through the several views.

- 30

‘Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding

‘Our improved stocking supporter consists eesentlelly

" oia ﬁe:x.lble.faetener which is permanently secured at
~one end to the outer side of the leg of a nether garment
while its opposite end is adapted to be detachably

- “connected with the stocking.

In the preferred form of thestocking supporter shown

*in the drawings, this fastener consists of a single piece

35

- of tape which is doubled vertically so as to form a tri-
-angular loop A at its doubled or folded upper part and

- a pair of depending loose or free strings or ends @, a.
 This triangular loop is secured by stitching b or other—
- wise:to the outer-side of the garment leg B adjacent to

the knee, as shown, or at any other desired point above
the upper end of the stocking which incloser said leg.

The eupporter is preferably attached to the stocking

'by passing one end of one string through an opening ¢

in the side of the stocking C at its upper end and then
securing the two string ends together by a tie or bow
d, thereby forming a loop which holds the stocking, as

L '_shewn in Fig. 1.

Only one of these supporters need be attached to

= .'-_each garment leg and only one opening is Tequ ired 1n

- the stocking for recewmg the supporter.
‘able however to provide each stocking with epenmge c

It 18 advis-

. on epposlte mdee of its upper part; a8 shown in Fig. 3, |

- Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed September 17, 1903, Serial No, 334,858,
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Patented July 16, 1907,
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so that the same stocking may be used either on the

" right or the left foot and still enable the same to receive

the garment supporter on one side of the leg.
In order to prevent the holes ¢ in the eteckmg from
fraying or tearing, the same may be stitched or worked
the same as the button holes of the clothing.
‘The string may be made cemparetwely small and
licht as the strain to which the same is subjected in
holding the stocking in position is very slight.

DO
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Inasmuch as the stocking supporter is permanently
attached to the garment leg there is no liability of the

same becoming lost and the necessity or inconvenience
of carrying extra supporters when traveling, as is com-
monly the case when using detached garters or stock-
ing supporters, is avoided. Furthermore, the sup-
porter is always washed or cleansed with the garment,
rendering the same more sanitary than gartere or Sup-
porters as heretofore construcied. '

Owing to the absence of any buckles, buttons or other

metal fastening on this supporter there is no possibility

of producing rust spots on the garment or stocking and
it also avoids bruising or paining the leg which has
heretofore been caused by such buckles and buttene
being pressed against the leg.

The stocking supporters heretofore in common use
encircled the leg completely and produced an annular
or contracting pressure all around the same which in-
terfered with the circulation of the leg and frequently
produced swollen ankles, varicose veins, neuritis, tired

feet and other complications all of Wthh are evmded

by the use of our improved stocking supporter which
does not encircle the leg but produces a slight vertical
pull on one side only of the leg.

- We claim 'as our invention:
1. A stocking supporter consisting of a nether garment

| and a pair of strings attached to the outer side of each gar-

ment leg above the lower end thereof and adapted to co-
operate with an opening in a stocking, substantially as set
forth.

2. A stocking supporter Lensisting of a nether garment,
and a flexible fastener arranged on the outer side of each
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sarment leg adjacent to the knee and adapted to coUperate

with an opening in a stocking, each of said fasteners being
constructed of a single plece of tape which is folded to
form a triangular loop at the center and two strings ex-

tending away from said loop, and stitching connecting said

loops with said legs, substantially as set forth.
Witness our hands this 15th day of September, 19006.

LAWRENCE G. HANLLY.
JOHN B. PORTER.

Witnesses .
Taeo. L. Porp,
. M. GRAHAM.
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