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To all whom it may concern: _

e it known that I, HorackE G. CHATPIELD, a citizen
of the United States, residing in Waterbury, in the
county of New Haven and State of Connecticut, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements in
Cord-Adjusters, of which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to cord adjusters, the
objeet thereof being to provide an improved cord ad-
Juster of spherical form which is so constructed, how-
cver, that 1t may be placed on the cord without the ne-
cessity of separating the cord from the lamp socket, and
which will not wear off the insulation or cord from the
WITCeS. | |
- Various forms of cord adjusters have been provided,
zome i which the adjuster may be attached to the cord
without separating the cord from the socket; but those
with which 1 am familiar are of such construction that
they lack the advantages present in cord adjusters of
spherical formation, in which it is necessary to thread
such adjusters by first- detaching the end of the cord
from the Iamp socket. ~ |

The object of the present improvement, therefore, is
to provide an improved spherical cord adjuster having
all the advantages of this form of adjuster without, how-
ever, the disadvantage of being obliged to separate the
cord from the lamp socket in order to attach the ad-
juster to the cord.

In the drawings accompanying and forming part of
this specification, Figure 1 illustrates a view of this im-
proved cord adjuster attached to a portion of the cord;
Fig. 2 is an interior view of one half of one form of this
improved cord adjuster; Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view
taken in line a—q, Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig.
2, but with the friction engaging or gripping means for
the cord removed; Fig. 5 is a detail view illustrating
this friction engaging or gripping means shown as a tu-
bular portion of felt; Figs. 6 and 7 are views illustrating
detalls of this improved cord adjuster; Fig. 8 is a view
of this improved cord adjuster taken at right angles to
that shown 1n Fig. 1; Figs. 9, 10 and 11 are views cor-
responding to Figs. 2, 3 and 4 respectively, but illus-
trating a somewhat different formation of the shell of
this adjuster; Fig. 12 is an exterior view of another
form of this improved adjuster; Fig. 13 is a sectional
view thereof taken on line b—b, Fig. 12; Fig. 14 is an
interior view of one half thereof; and Fig. 15 is also a
cross-sectional view taken at right angles to the cross-
sectional view shown in Fig. 13.

Similar characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the different figures of the draw-
ings. | '

This improved cord adjuster, shown as spherical in
form, comprises a wooden shell made up of two halves
or half sections, or hemispheres, carrying interiorly
thereof means for properly gripping the cord and pro-

vided with means after the same is attached to the cord,
which may be done without separation of the cord from
the lamp socket, for suitably holding or connecting the
sections together.

In one form of the device the means for holding the

two half sections together may consist of suitable

fastening means or staples penctrating into the half sec-
tions of the shell, which is usually formed of wood or
similar light material and provided with suitable dowel
openings and dowels to properly locaie and prevent
movement of one section relatively to the other; while
in another form the means for maintaining the said sec-
tions together may consist in part of an elastic element.

In the form shown in Figs. 1 to 8, the adjuster 2 com-
prises & pair of half sections 3 and 4, forming a shell pro-
vided with a pair of apertures or openings 5 and 6 ex-
tending therethrough for the passage of the cord 7. In
each of these openings or apertures is located a gripping

means 8, which in the present instance comprises a

tubular portion of some suitable felt material split
lengthwise thercof, so that it may be placed around the
cord by merely opening up the felt tube. These felt
gripping members are permanently connected to one
half of the shell in some suitable manner, as for instance
by being glued thereto. The gripping action of these
members on the cord is assisted and insured by means
of a suitable metallic member 9 bent upon itself a
plurality of times to form a spring with a pair of free
ends 10 which are transversely curved to conform to
the shape of sald tubular felt gripping members, this
metallic member being located between the said tu-
bular felt members. 1In this form of the device, after
the adjuster is applied to the cord, the two half sece-
tions thereof are suitably connected by staples 10/, one
at each end, driven into the shell, as shown for instance
in Fig. 8, the proper positioning of the two sections be-
ing insured by a pair of dowels 12 carried by one of the
sectlons and projecting into openings 11 formed in the
other section. These dowels also prevent movement of
one half gection relatively to the other.

In the form shown in Figs. 1 to 8, the two half sec-
tions of the shell are so constructed that each is pro-
vided with a circular rim 13, while in the forin shown
in Figs. 9, 10 and 11 this rim is dispensed with and the
shell is provided with a suitable pocket 14 for the spring
9, the openings for the cord being also somewhat more
hollowed out at the points where the tubular felt
gripping means is located.

In the form of the cord adjuster shown in Figs. 12 to
15, the two half sections of the adjuster are connected
by means of an elastic or tension member 15 which
tends to hold the parts together and the stretching of
which permits the two half sections to be separated for
attachment to the cord. The two half sections are

| further fastened together by means of a pair of fasteners
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or pins 16 projecting from one scction into the other.
In this form of the device, instead of having the {elt.
eripping members of tubular formation and split so
that they may be spread for the 1nsertion of the cord,
the fclt gripping members are made in half sections,
cach half permanently secured in position in its re-

spective groove in any suitable manner, as by gluing or
otherwise.

Various means may be employed for connecting the
ends of the elastic or tension member, as for instance
by forining slots in the outer surfaces of the two hall
sections for the reception of holding means to which
the ends of the elastic member, which may be in the
form of rubber or otherwise, may be secured. |

I'rom the foregoing it will be scen that by reason of
the present improvement the adjuster may be readily
attached to the cord without the separation of such
cord from the lamp socket, by merely separating the
two halves of the adjuster and fastening them together
after the'same is placed on the cord, the present 1m-

provement being very simple, easily adjusted and in-_

expensive to manufacture, and as readily detached
as attached should occasion require. Moreover, the
provision of the felt gripping means not only assists
in the proper gripping of the cord as hereinbefore
stated; but prevents the wear on the cord and the dan-
ger incident to the handling of such cord when the ordi-
nary wooden adjuster is used. When the wooden ad-
juster is used the pulling of the adjuster back and
lorth soon wears off the cord, exposing the wires and
making them dangerous to handle.  In the present im-
provement the use of felt protects the covering or in-
sulation-and prevents this wear. DBy forming the ad-
juster in the manner shown and described 1t 1s practi-
cable to attach this fel’ ~ripping and wear preventing
means properly in position. |
I claim as my invention:

1. ‘A covd-adjuster comprising a two-part device having
a pair of cord openings therethrough, means for permitting
the parts of s;nid_':’xdjir'vsj_tér' to he separated thereby to at-
tach it to the cord without detaching the latter from its
lamp, and means carried within said adjuster for prevent-
ing wear on the cord, said means comprising felt encircling
the cord,

2. A cord adjuster comprising a two-part sphere having

a pair of cord openings therethrough, one at each side of

the center thereof, means for permitting the parts of said
ndjuster to he separated thereby to attach it to the cord
withont detaching the latter from its lamp, said adjuster
having gripping means carrvied within each of said cord
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openings, and means for increvasing the friction ithercof
upon the cord and comprising a metallic member v posi-
tion hetween the cord openings,

3. A cord adjuster comprising a two-part sphere having
a pitly of cord openings therethrough, one at each side of
the centfer thereof, menns for permitting the parts of sanid
adjuster to be separated thereby to attach it to the cord
without detaching the latter from its lamyp, said adfuster

having gripping means carried within each of anid cord
openings, and means for Increasing the friction thereof

upon the cord and comprising a metatlic member in posi-
tlon between the cord openings and bent upon itself fo
form a pair of ends.

4. A cord adjuster comprising a two-part spherc¢ having
a pair of cord openings therethrough, one at each side of
the center thereof, means for permitting the parts of said
adjuster to be separated thereby to attach it to the cord
without detaching the latter from its lamp, said adjuster
having gripping means ecarried within each of suaid cord
openings, and means for increasing the frietion thercof
upon the cord and comprising g metallic member in posi-
tion Dbetween the cord openings and bent upon itself to
form a pair of ends curved transversely.

5. A cord adjuster comprising a two-part sphere having
a pair of cord openings therethrough, one at each side of
the center thereof, and elastic means for permitting ithe
parts of said adjuster to he separated thereby to atiach
it to the cord without detaching the Iatter from its lamp.

0. A cord adjuster comprising a1 member having a pair
of cord openings therethrough and made up of parts sep-
arable transversely through said openings thereby to at-

“tach the adjuster to the cord without the separation of

the cord from the lamp and having ilexible eord protecting
menns within each of said cord openings construcied to
permit the reception of the cord on the separation of said
parts, and retaining means for said protecting means loeat-
ed therebetween.

. A cord adjuster comprising a member having a pair
of cord openings therethrough and made up of parts sep-
arable transversely of said openings therehy to attach the
adjuster to the cord without the geparation of the cord
from the lamp and having flexible gripping means within
each of said cord openings constructed to permit the re-
ception of the cord on the separation of said parts, and
retaining means for said gripping means located theroe-
between, said parts having a registering recess for the

- reception of said retaining means.

R. A cord adjuster comprising a member having a pair
of cord openings therethrough and made up of parts sep-
arable transversely of said openings thereby to afliweh the
adjuster to the cord without the separation of (he cord
from the lamp, and means ior holding said parts together
and comprising flexible means passing through said mom-
hers swwith its ends secured to each of said membeoers.

IHORACIS (3. CITATINIILD.
Witnesses :
| IEDWARD If. COLE,
Mary J., GRRAGIITY.
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