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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

AUGUST BALZER oFr NEW YORK N. Y

VEHICLE-NUMBERING DEVIGE

. No. 860,074.

| Spemﬁca.tmn of Letters Pa.tent |
A.pphcatwn filed Denember 5,1806. Eenal No. 346 370, -. |

‘Patented July 16, 1007.

To all whom it ma J concern:

county of New York and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements in Ve-

'hlclo-Numbermfr Dewces of which the following is a
“specification. | |

This invention relates to those numbermg devices

adapted to be placed on automobiles, and particularly

those which are placed within the la,mps so that the
light will shine through and show solid figures.

My object is to provide a removable plate or ha,nger
which can be more easily inserted and held in the
lamps and in which the individual figures can be

casier inserted. in the hanger and removed therefrom,

~ the whole device being made up in such a simple
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manner that a number can be composed w1thout the

| -_ | “use of tools in the stores Where sold.

To this end my invention consists in the peculiari-

ties more fully described heremafter and pomted out

in the claims.

In the accompanying drawmgs Flgure 1 is a front
Flg |
3, a longitudinal edge view. - Fig. 4, an end view in |

view of my device. Fig. 2, a back view thereof."

which one of the. ﬁgurea is shown in the act of being
removed. Fig. 5, a view of one of the figures.

hicle side lamp, and Fig. 7, a horizontal section through

- the precedmg figure.
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The reference letter ‘‘a” denotes the hanger—plate

~or frame to which the figures ‘", are removably at-

tached. ThlS plate consists of an oblong integral

piece of thin sheet material, preferably brass, rounded.

- at the ends, nnd cut out at the middle toleave an oblong

3O
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" tremities of the figures.
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‘the same thickness.

space to be spanned by the figures which, when used

across the front or window n of a lamp m are easily
read, as the light shines from behind through the

space around them. By thus making the plate thin,
it is flexible and can be bent or bowed to more easily
contract its length for the purpose of inserting and
withdrawing it from the front window of the lamp, and
to allow it to conform to various curvatures thereof.
The figures b, are also made of this material, prefer-

~ably resilient aheet hrass, the upper and lower ends of

which lie flat against the face of the pl&te g’ .and are
removably attachEd thereto without tools in the follow-
ing manner: At the top and bottom of each figure are
retaining lugs “‘¢”’, forming the upper and lower ex-
 These lugs are integral with
the fizures, being made of the same material, and of
Loops eyes or bridges “d”’, rise
above the face of the plate “a’’, to receive the lugs

| | the metal of the plate.
" Be it known that I, AUGUST BALZER, citizen of the ! flat to correspond with the flat face of the lugs.
'Unlted States, and a resident of New York, in the

Fig. 6,
o front view of my device applied to an ordmary ve- |

-zigzag turns prevent the wire
out of the clenching lips. -

The top “d”’, of each loop i8
A re-

cess “‘d”?, is left beneath each 100p in the plate where

the loop is punched or stamped out of it, the lugs “‘¢”’,

extending across such recesses when in the loops.

The loops are'spaced at equidistant points, each upper o

loop being opposite each lower loop to compose pairs :

of loops which hold the letters umformly apart.
keep each figure from slipping up or down a wedge-
shaped arm ‘‘¢”’, is interposed between each lug, and

To
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figure at the t{}p and bottom of the figure, with its -

gage the inner edges of the bridges. The lugs are

placed at the longitudinal center of each figure, a,nd'
the latter 1s pmwded with two. lugs only; and as all

“tapered end joined to the figure, and its wider end to -
the lug, whereby shoulders ‘‘f” are formed, which en-
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the loops are alike in size and shape, any individual
figure will register with and fit each pair of loops, thus

‘permitting a set of figures, from 0to9 inclusive,; to be
‘used interchangeably for the purpose of composmg any
‘number desired without the use of tools, and without
| changmg the shape of the ﬁgures or the plate to whlch :

they are attached.

‘The figures can be mserted and removed by bending
them suﬂimently to draw the lugs cloaer together until

they slip out from under the bridges as seen in Fig. 4,
The means for fastemng the whole device across the
11151de of the window n of a lamp consists of spring
wires or retainers ‘¢ ” attached to the back of the plate
at its oppomte ends. These resilient wires are dis-
posed crosswise of the ends of the plate, and their four

free ends will conform to and press against the inside

of the lamp when released within 1t thereby adaptmg

‘themselves to lamps of various widths, and as a whole,

being expansible endwise and flexible laterally and

‘accommodating itself to all /ordmary sizes and shapes.”
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The peculiar manner of fastening these wires to the

“plate consists of three 1ntegra1 pliable lips &/, %, k8,
disposed alternately to fold in opposite directions

over three zigzag turns “%’/, k2, £’ in the wire. These

It is apparent that many of the features of this inven-

tion are applicable to number plates adapted to be.at-

tached to the outside of automobﬂes etc. and that let-
ters Imght be Substltuted for figures. | |

from shppmg endwise -
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Having thus descnbed my invention, what I L].’Lllll '

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:—

1. In a number plate or sign for vehicles, a plate hav-
ing a central opening and Iug-receiving loops in the phte,_

in combination with ﬁgmes having longitudinally ex-
tending lugs at. their upper and lower extremities adapt-

across said openmg, substantmlly as described.
2. In a number plate or hanger, a plate upon which the
figures are attached, in combination with an attaching

| | ed to take into said loops and hold the figures in place
 «¢” These loops are arranged in two longitudinal | b S 2 -

.- rows in the upper and lower bars of the plate and are
65 formed integral theremth by being atruck up out of |
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ﬁrlre at each end of the plate, said "'.-f'gv}iré being

- zlgzag portions in the, wire, substantially as desecribed.
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3. The ‘herein described number

tral longitudinal opening adapteg_,tn be spanned by the
figures, a series of bridges, apd one or more numbers each
having lugs common to any pair
numbers are interchangeable, substantially as deseribed.

~ 4. The hereindescribed number plate or hanger, econ-
plate having a cen-
be spanned by fig- |

sisting of the combination of a flexible
tral longitudinal opening adapted to
ures, a series of equidistant individual fagtening devices
arranged above and below said opening, and one or more
figures each having fastening devices common
of fastening devices on the plate, whereby the numbers
are interchangeable, substantially as described,

5. The hereindeseribed number pDlate or hanger, con-

sisting of thg “combinatiﬁn of a plate having a central lon-
gitudinal opening adapted to be spanned by figures, a se-

ries of equidistant individual fa.stening(; devices ﬁrranged !

| ‘ | secured | above 'and below sald opéniﬁlg,
thereto- by . alternating lips ‘integral with .the plate, and

ber plate or hanger, cdn: |
sisting of the combination .of g flexible plate having d-cen- |-

of loops, -whereby the

to any palr

- State of New York. o

860,074

and one or more flexible

figures each having fastening devices common to any pair |
-of fastening devices

on the plate, whereby the numbers
are interchangeable, substantially ag deseribed. |

6. In>a mumber plate or sign for vehicles, a flexible
plate having a central opening and provided with attach-
Ing devices, in combination with interchangeable figures
which span the opéening ‘and are engaged by sald attach-
Ing devices, substantially ag described. R

7. In a number plate or sign for vehicle lamps, a flexi-
ble plate provided with indices, and adapted to conform to
the shape of the lamp window,

and conform to the inside of the lamp, substantially as de-
scribed. o - | -
Signed at New York in
| - AUGUST BALZER.
Witnessey ; | ' |
RHESA G. DU Bois,
ISABEL LEVINSON.
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‘ in combination with op- -
‘bosing spring-retalners which frictionally press against
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the county of New York and -'
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