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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, DaxieL J. GoLpEeN, of Brockton,
in the county of Plymouth and State of Massachu-
setts, have 1nvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Base-Ball Shoes, of which the following is a
specification. o

This invention relates to a shoe for use by ball
players, which 1s of great flexibility and 1s also adapted

to keep its shape under all circumstances, and will

not chafe the foot of the wearer.

The particular object of the invention is to so con-
struct and stiffen the shoe that it will not lose its
shape while the wearer is pressing upon the side of
his foot in running or batting, or throwing a ball, and
will pmtect the upper near its attachment to the sole

- agalnst injury due to the excessive flexion induced
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by these movements.. This object and also the ob-
ject of securing an upper of great flexibility and in-
capable of permanent distortion are attalned in the
shoe hereinafter described and claimed and illus-
trated in the drawings.

-Of the accompanying drawings,—Figure 1 represents
a perspective view, and Fig. 2 represents a side eleva-
tlon of such a shoe constl ucted to be worn on the right
foot. |

The same reference characters mdlcate the same par ts’

in both figures,

Referring to the dmwmn*s a represents the upper
of a shoe constructed 1n mccmdance with my 1nven-
tion, which for the purpose of securing as great flexi-
bility as possibleand perfect fit, 1s madeof asinglepiece
of leather cut to pattern, and has its ends connected
together by a single seam at the back. This avoids
Liability of error and misfit due to sewing together a
number of pieces to form a built-up upper.

The upper is attached to the sole b.by any of the
approved methods in common use, but preferably by
means of a welt, and is stiffened at the back by means
of a counter stiffener of the usual form, which is placed

outside of the upper leather ¢ and 1s inclosed by a |

foxing ¢ extending around the counter from one side
of the shank to the other. This foxing also has a
tongue ¢/ which extends to the top of the upper and
covers the seam at the back thereof.

The upper 1s provided in front with the usual lacing
slit d under which extends a tongue ¢, while the edges
of the slit and the top of the upper are strengthened
by a facing or binding strip f which consists of a single
plece extending integrally entirely around the lacing

slit and having its ends connected to the upper a at
the back of the shoe.

This facing being stitched to

!

the upper strengthens the same and prevents stretch-
ing and distortion thereof. Since the facing 1s 1n one
piece, there is no danger of its being permitied to part
and allow the edge of the upper to loosen. The usual

eyelets ¢ for the lacing are set in the upper leather

and facing on each side of the slit . When the edges
of the slit are drawn together thereby, the top of the
upper is caused to embrace the ankle closely without
possibility of stretching.

On the forward part of the shoe 1s attached a pro-
tector i which 1s of great stif
ably of sole leather. This protector or stiffener is
secured to the sole outside of the upper and stitched
to the latter along its upper edge. Instead of going
directly across the toe, from side to side, as in the
usual form of shoe, it is wholly on one 51de being on
that portion which comes on the inner su:'le of the
wearer’s foot.
jacent the inner edge of the latter beside the ball por-
tion, and extends from the point 4 at the middle por-
tion of the toe around the ball, terminating finally at
the point j near the shank. The stiffener is molded
to the shape of a lasted shoe, and has 1ts upper or outer
edgereversely curved so as toaccommodateitself to the
shoe.
and resist tendency of the upper to bend whenthe player
presses hard upon the inner side of his foot. Thus it
prevents the upper being distorted when such pressure
is applied, and also gives a support for the wearer’s
foot. By means of this stiffener and protector, the
fatigue of the player 1s diminished and his strength
preserved, while at the same time the life of the shoe
is lengthened and its flexibility on the outside of the
foot is not only not impaired in. the slightest, but is
made greater than is the case with shoes having toe

stiffeners of the ordinary kind. This also 1s a feature

which tends to conserve the str ength of the playel

T 01&11]1 —

1. A bqse ball shoe having a stiif 1}10tect01 extending
from the middle part of the toe around the ball on the
inner side of the shoe to the shank, and secured to the sole.

2. A base-ball shoe comprising an upper made from a
single piece of flexible leather, a counter stiffener, a sole,
and a Dball-stiffener and protector secured to the side of
the upper and to the sole near its inner edge, and extend-
ing from the middle part of the toe around the ball to the
shanlk, the outer side of the shoe Dbeing of unimpaired
flexibility. '

In testimony whereof I have affixed my. signature, in
presence of two witnesses.

DANIKI: J. GOLDIN.
Withesses : - '
C. I'. BRown,

I, BATCHELDER.
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