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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, AnBroNn W. HoBson, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Chicago, in the county
of Cook and State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Whist-Trays, of which the
following is & spemﬁca,tmn

My invention is concerned with what are lmown as
duplicate whist trays, and 1s designed to produce &

device of the class described which shall be extremely

simple in its construction, capable of being cheaply
manufactured, and withal attractive in its appearance
and effective in holding the cards.

' To illustrate my invention, I annex hereto a sheet of
drawings, in which the same reference characters are
used to designate identical parts in all the figures, of
which ,—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tray embodying
my invention, the position of the cards therein being
indicated in dotted lines; and Fig. 2 is a plan view of

the metallic portion of the tmy ag 1t 1s stamped out and

before it i8 bent up. -

As will be seen, my tray consists of four stmilar parts,
each part constituting a corner, and each part adapted
to hold a hand of the cards. The basis of the tray is a
sheet a, preferably of some light metal that can be ja-

‘panned or otherwise treated to protect its surface, if dé-
sired. Each corner of this sheet is provided with the

pair of upwardly extending and overhanging flanges
b and ¢, which are adapted to engage and overhang the
agreater portion of the sides of the hands of cards to hold
them on thetray and prevent their lateral displacement.
Fach corner is also provided with the upwardly-ex-
tending flanges d and e, adapted to engage the ends of
the hands of cards and prevent their longitudinal dis-
placement. Adjacent the flanges d are the recesses or
cut-away portions f of the tray, which per mit of the
ready gripping of the ends of the top and bottom cards
of the hand to bend them up so that they can be dis-
engaged from the flange d, and then readily drawn from
the pocket formed by the flanges. The sheet a is pref-

~ erably backed with a sheet g, preferably made of card-
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board, and preferably square in outline, except that it
is cut away to correspond with the recesses f. 'This
sheet g not being cut away at the center, as is the sheet
a, furnishes a aulta.ble place for the customary indices
handy

While I may form the flanges b, ¢, d and e separately
from the sheet a and secure them.theleon in any de-
sired manner, I preferably form them integrally there-
with, by first stamping it out in the form shown in ¥ig.
9, and then forming the flanges by bending them on the
dotted lines shown, in the manner that will be readily

 apparent.

While I have showh and described my invention as

embodied in the form which I at present consider best |

| sitely - facing

| adapted to carry out its purposes, it will be understood

that it is capable of modifications, and that I do not de-

sire to be limited in the inferpretation of the followmﬂj |

claims except as may be necessitated by the state of
the prior art.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent of the United States, 18,—

1, A tray for the purpose described, having the plurality
of rigid holders therein, each consisting of the pair of

~upwardly extending, oppositely-facing and overhanging

flanges and the pair of opposed vertical flanges, and hav-
ing the corresponding plnrality of cutaway portions for
the purpose described. o

2. A tray for the purpose descubed having the gener-
ally square outline and provided with the four holders,
one at each corner, each congisting of the pair of up-

wardly extending, oppositely-facing and overhanging
flanges and the pair of opposed vertical ﬂanges and hav-
ing the corresponding plurality of cut-away D{JlthIlS for
the purpose described. .

3. A tray for the purpose descubed having the plural-
ity of rigid holders, each consisting of the apwardly-ex-
tending, 0pposité1y-facing and overhanging flanges and the
opposed vertical flanges, one of the overhanging flanges of
each set of said flanges Deing turned up from the edges
of the tray, substantially as shown and described.

4. A tray for the purpose described, of a generally
square outline, having the four holders, one at each cor-

ner, and each consisting of the upwardly-extending, op-

positely-facing and overhanging flanges and the opposed
vertical flanges, one of each set of said flanges being turned
up from the edges of the tray, and having the cut-away
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portions located between one of said edge flanges' and the

admceut corner of the tray.

. A tray for the purpose described, formed from a
smwle sheet of material, having the plurality of rigid
holders, each consisting of the upwardly-extending, oppo-
and overhanging flanges and the oppﬂsed
vertical flanges, said flanges being bent up from the body of
the tray, and having the corresponding plurahty of cut-
away portions for the purpose described.

6. A tray for the purpose described, of a genelally

square outline, and having the four bolders, one at each

corner, the tray and holders being formed from a single

sheet of material, the holders each consisting of the up-
wardly - extending, oppositely - facing and overhanging
flanges and the opposed vertical flanges, one of each set
of said flanges being turned up from the edges of the tray.

7. A tray for the purpose described, having the plural- |

ity of rigid holders, one at each corner thereof, and each
consisting of the upwardly-extending, oppositely-facing
and overhanging flanges and the opposed-vertical flanges,
the body portion of said tray and holders being formed
from a single sheet of metal and one of each set of said
flanges being turned up from the edges thereof, and the
covering for the under surface with the indices on said
covering in the aperture in the body of the tray formed
by cutting out and turning up the other one of each set
of said flanges. -

In witness whereof, I have her eunto set my hand this
6th day of July, 1905.

ALBION W, HOBSON.

Witnesses :
Joan H. McELROY,
JNO. G. ELLIOTT.
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