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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, Oriver C. EDWARDS, a citizen

of theUnited States, residing at Horton, 1n the county

of Brown and State of Kansas, have invented a new
and useful Breech-Protector for Firearms, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to breech loading fire-arms,
and its object is to house and protect the breech end
of the barrel and the forward end of the stock when
these parts are sepm‘&ted.

It is a well-known fact that when the barrel of a fire-
arm is removed from the stock thereof, the breech end
of the barrel and the firing mechanism of the stock
are exposed to the action of the atmosphere as well as
to accumulations of dust, sand, etc., which will, of
course, eventually work serious injury to the fire-arm.
In view of this objection, 1 propose to provide for in-
casing the breeches of the barrel and stock when dis-
connected and to embody the invention in the nature
of individual case sections capable .ol convenient ap-
plication and removal with respect to the stock and
the breech end of the barrel so as to effectually house
and protect the same and also to enable the assembling
of the case sections in telescoped relation when not in
use so as to permit of the case sections being conven-
iently carried in a satchel or the like when not ap-
plied o a fire-arm.

While the present invention has heen particularly
desioned, shown in the accompanying drawing and
deseribed in the following specification for application
to Winchester rifles of the 1903 model, 1t will, of course,
he understood that the invention is capable of applica-
tion to other types of fire-arms by making such slight
changes in details as may be necessary 1o accommo-
date the case sections to the peculiarities 1n construe-
tion of the different types of fire-arms.

The invention consists in the combination and ar-
rangement of parts as will be hereinatter more fully
described, shown in the accompanying drawing and
particularly pointed out in the appended claims, it be-
ing understood that changes in the form, proportion,
size and minor details may be made, within the scope
of the claims, without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the accompanying drawing:—Iigure 1 1s & per-
spective view of the breech end of a barrel having the
harrel case member fitted thereto. Ilg. 2 1s a sumilar
view of the stock with the stock case member applied
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of the
Fig. 4 is a stmilar view of the
Fig. 5 1s a longitudinal sectional

thereto.
stock case member.
barrel case member.

view showing the case members assembled in tele--

scoped relation when not applied to the fire-arm.  INig.
G is a cross sectional view on the line 6—O06 of Fig. 5.

. member and the breech of the barrel.
mentary sectional view illustrating the interengage-

terengagement between the front of the barrel case
Fig. § 1s a irag-

ment between the front end of the stock case member
and the stock. Fig. 9 is a fragmentary sectional view
showing the connection between the rear end of the
stock case member and the stock.

Like characters of reference designate corresponding
parts in each and every fieure of the drawing.

Taking up at first the barrel case member, reference
1s directed to Fig. 4 of the drawing wherein this case
member has been designated in gencral by the refer-
ence character A and includes corresponding sub-
stantially parallel side plates or members 1 and 2 which
are connected at their rear ends by a rear end wall 3,
the upper portion 4 of which is inclined forwardly,
there being a hottom plate 5 connecting the lower
edges of the side plates 1 and 2 throughout their entire
lengths. The forward edges of the side plates 1 and 2
incline downwardly and rearwardly, and at the front
edge of the hottom & there 1s a forwardly directed lip
or hooked projection 6 which rises slightly above the
bottom of the case and projects in front of the front
edge of the hottom. A spring latch 7 is secured to the
upper portion 4 of the back 3 and extends forwardly so
as to overhang the open top of the case member, the
free end of the latch being provided with a catch head
8, the shoulder of which extends downwardly with the
forward extremity of the head bowed upwardly to form
a finger-piece for convenience in elevating the latch to
disengage the same as will heremnatter appear.

The barrel case member is shown assembled with the
breech end of the barrel in Fig. 1 of the drawing where-
in 9 designates a portion of the barrel and 10 the breech
end thercof which is received hetween the sides 1 and
2 of the case member A with the rear end 3 of the case
closing the breech end of the barrel and the bottom
plate 5 closing the lower side thereof, the projection
6 being received 1n the usual seat or recess 11 in the
bottom portion of the breech end of the barrel so as to
prevent dropping of the forward end of the case from
the barrel. The spring lateh 7 overhangs the top of
the breech end of the barrel and the latter 1s provided
with a socket or recess 12 for the reception of the lateh
head 8 to hold the rear end of the case upon the breech
end of the barrel. When the case 1s thus applied, the
open portions of the breech end of the barrel are en-
tirely closed so as to protect the interior thereof against.
the effects of the atmosphere and the lodgment of dust,
sand, and the like therein.

It will here be explained that no change or alteration

is necessary in the breech end of the barrel beyond the

formation of a seat in the outer side of the top thereof
for the reception of the spring latch. The case mem-

Fig. 7 18 a fragmentary sectional view showing the in- i ber may be readily removed by lifting the spring latch
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out of the seat or recess 12 and then drawing the casc
rearwardly from the barrel without necessitating the
detachment of any other fastening devices.

TFor incasing the firing mechanism in the forward end
of the stock of the fire-arm, there is a case member
designated B which includes substantially parallel

side plates 13 and 14 which are connected throughout |

their top edges by an arched top 15, the front ends of
the plates 13 and 14 being connected by a front wall 16
while the rear ends and bottom edges of the plates are
unconnected so that the case member 1s open through-
out its bottom and rear end. In the inner face of the
front wall 16 and adjacent the lower end thereof there
is a seat or recess 17, the material of the wall being dis-
placed forwardly to produce the seat or socket. In the
rear end portion of the top 15 there 1s a seat or recess
18. Within the case member and depending from the
rear portion of the top thereof is a lug 19 having a thread-

cd opening 20 to constitute a nut. The upper portions
of the rear edges of the side plates 13 and 14 and the

rear end of the top 15 are inclined forwardly as at 21,

and the remaining portions of the rear edges of said
plates are inclined downwardly and forwardly as at 22.

Upon reference to Fig. 2 of the drawing, wherein has
been shown the stock 23 of the fire-arm, it will be seen
that the case member B is adapted to be slid upon the
forward end of the stock with 1its side plates 13 and 14
and forward end 16 snugly embracing and housing the
otherwise exposed firing mechanism in the stock, the
inclined rear edge portions 21 and 22 of the case mem-
ber accommodating themselves to correspondingly in-
clined shouldered wportions upon the stock. When
thus assembled upon the stock, the nut 19 receives the
screw 24, as shown in Fig. 9, commonly carried by the
stock for engagement with a nut upon the breech end
of the barrel to hold the barrel and stock assembled,
and therefore this same screw serves to retain the case
member B upon the stock. To prevent looseness of
the forward end of the case member B, the socket 17
thereof receives the projection 25 carried by the for-
ward end of the stock and designed to engage the re-
cess 11, shown in Fig. 7 when the stock and barrel are
assembled.

It will here be explained that the socket 11 in the
breech end of the barrel and the projection 28 upon the
forward end of the stock are made use of in holding the
respective case members to the barrel and stock, and
with the exception of the notch or recess 12 in the top

of the breech end of the barrel, no alteration 1is re-

quired in either portion of the fire-arm to permit of the
reception and retention of the case members thereon.

When the case members are not in use, the stock
member B is slid or telescoped within the barrel mem-

ber A as shown in Figs. b and 6, the projection 6 of the

member A being received within the socket 17 of the
member B and the spring catch 7 snapping into the
notch or keeper 18 in the top of the case member B,
whereby the two members are effectually held in
telescoped relation so-as to close the open sides of one
another and thereby effectually exclude dust, sand,
moisture and the like so as to protect the interior of the
cage members when not in use.. This 18 a very impot-
tant advantage of the present invention for the reason
that if the case sections should remain separate when

65 not in use they would, of course, collect moisture,

859,932

sand, etc., which would work injury to the fire-arm
when the case sections were applied thereto and, 1n

fact, might in some instances prevent the application

of the case members until the accumulatlons of foreign
matter could be removed.

Having  fully described the
claimed isi—

1. A Drecch protector for fire-arms comprising a barrel
case member formed to embrace and close the breech end
of the barrel, and a stock case seetion formed to embrace
and house the firing mechanism carried by the forward end
of the stock.

2. A breech protector for fire-arms consisting of a longi-
tudinally bifurcated barrcl case which is closed throughout
its bottom and outer end and open throughout its top and

1invention,

forward end and capable of Dbeing telescoped upon the

breech end of the barrel to close the open parts thereof,
and a longitudinally bifurcated stock case member which
is closed throughout its top and forward end and open
throughout its bottom and rear end and capable of being
telescoped upon the forward end of the stock to house the
firing mechanism thereolf.

3. A Dbreech protector for fire-arms including a barrel
case member formed to embrace and inclose the open por-
tion of the breech end of the barrel, and a stock case mem-

“ber formed to house the firing mechanism of the stock, said

case members capable of being mutually engaged when not
applied to a fire-arm to close their open sides and protect

the interiors thereof.

4., A Dreech protector fOl. fire- TS including a Ilongi-
tudinally bifurcated barrel case member which is closed

throughout its bottom and rear end and open throughout
its top and forward end and capable of being telescoped
upon the breech end of the barrel to close the open por-
tions thereof,
mcember closed throughout its top and forward end and
open throughout its bottom and rear end and capable of
being telescoped upon the forward end of the stock to
house the firing mechanism thereof, said case members
capable of being mutually telescoped to close their open
sides and protect the interiors thereof. |

5. A breech protector for fire-arms including a barrel
case member capable of being telescoped upon the breech
end of a barrel and provided at the forward end of its hot-
tom with a forwardly directed projection to engage 2o
socket in the breech end of the Larrel and also provided at
the top of its rear end with a forwardly extending spring
catch to engage the top of the breech end of the barrel,
and a stock case member capable of being telescoped upon
the firing mechanism of the stock and provided at the bot-
tom of its forward end with an internal recess to receive a
projection upon the front of thie stock and also provided
within the top of its rear portion with a nut to receive the
screw upon the stoek which fastens the barrel thereto, said
case members capable of being mutually telescoped when
not in use to close their open sides, the projection of the

barvel case member being disposed to engage the recess of.

the stock case member and said stock case member being
provided upon its top with a keeper for engagement by the
spring latch of the barrel case member.

6. A Dbreech protector for fire-arms. including a barrel
member capable of being telescoped upon the breech end of
the barrel to close the open portions thereof and provided
with a projection to engage a recess upon the breech end
of thie barrel for supporting the case member in place, and
a stock case member capablie of being telescoped upon and
to house the firing mechanism of the stock and provided

with an internal recess to receive a projection upon the

stock to hold the case member in place, saild case members
capable of being mutually -telescoped when not in use to
close their open sides with the projection of one case
member received within the recess of the other case mem-
ber to prevent separation of the members.

- 7. A Dbreech protector for fire-arms including barrel and
stock case membel's to inclose the breech end of the barrel
and firing mechanism of the stock, respectively, and eapa-

ble of being mutually telescoped when not in use to close

their open sides, one of the case members being provided

what 18

and a longitudinally bifurcated stock case
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with a spring catech to hold the member in place when fit-
ted to a fire-arm, the other case member being provided
with a keeper for engagement by the latch when the case
members are mutually assembled.

S. A breech protector for fire-arms including barrel and
stock case members to inclose the breech end of the barrel
and firing mechanism of the stock, respectively, the barrel
member having a projection to enter a socket in the Dreech
end of the barrel and also provided with a spring lateh to
engage said breech end of the barrel and retain the mem-
Dber in place, the other member being provided with an in-
ternal recess to receive a projection upon the forward end

of the stock, said case members capable of being mutually
telescoped when not in use with the projection of the bar-
rel member received within the recess of the stock member,
and the stock member being provided with a keeper for en-
gagement by the spring lateh of the barrel member,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my own, I
have hereto aflixed my signature in the presence of two
witnesses,

OLIVER C. EDWARDS.

Witnesses :

SUSIE . HIXNES,
ARTHUR LOVLE.
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