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To all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that Ricuarp KERSEY, a citizen of the
United States, residing at Lexington, in the county of
Fayette, and State of Kentucky, has invented a new
and useful Physician’s Medicine-Case, of which the

following is a specification. .
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The invention relates to improvements in physicians’

" medicine cases.

The object of the present invention is to improve the
construction of physicians’ medicine cases, and to
provide a simple, inexpensive and efficient one, de-
signed to contain medicine bottles, surgical instru-
ments and varlous other articles, and provided with

the same elevation to insure compactness when the case
is closed, and capable of automatically elevating the
inner rows of bottles and of simultaneously lowering
the outer rows when the case is opened, whereby the
labels of all the bottles will be exposed to View, SO
that any one of the bottles may be removed without

touching the others or disturbing the other contents of
~of the case. |

A turther object of the invention is to providea medi-

cine case of this character having means for preventing

the bottles from tipping or tilting over when the case
1s opened, so that there will be no liability of the acids
or other contents of the bottles coming in contact with
the stoppers. |

Another object of the invention is t6 provide guards
or shields for protecting the bottles at all times from the
other contents of the case.

With these and other objects in view, the invention

consists In the construction and novel combination and

- arrangement of parts, hereinafter fully described, illus-

trated in the accompanying drawings, and polnted out

in the claims, hereto appended; it being understood

that various changes in the form, proportion, size, and
minor details of construction, within the scope of the

claims, may be resorted to without departing from the

spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of the inven-
tiom.

a physician’s medicine case, constructed in accordance

with this invention and shown open. Fig. 2 is a ver- .

tical sectional view of the same, taken transversely of
the oppositely movable bottle supports or carriers.
Fig. 3 is a similar view, the case being closed. Fig. 4
1s & plan view of a portion of the case, the bottle sup-
ports or carriers being detached, and the guard or

shield of one section of the case being swung back-

ward or outward to illustrate the arrangement of the

. lower antifriction rollers. Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail
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sectlonal view illustrating the manner of slidably con-
necting the ends of the bottle supports or carriers and

showing the arrangement of the upper antifriction |

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a perspective view of.

rollers. Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the outer
bottle carrier or support. Fig. 7 is a similar view of
the inner bottle carrier or support. | |
Like numerals of reference designate corresponding
parts in all the figures of the drawings. |
1, 1 designate sections of a physician’s medicine
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case, which may be of any desired size, and the said -

sections are connected by a pintle rod 2, which pref-

erably extends the entire length of the case, and
which also serves to connect a central or inner bottle
support or carrier 3 to the hinged inner side edges of
the sections 1 of the case. The inner or central sup-
port or carrier 3 consists preferably of a horizontal hot-
tom or base 4 and a central longitudinal wall 5, which
1s spaced from the side edges of the bottom or base 4,
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 7 of the drawings. The
bottom or base projects laterally from opposite sides

| of the central wall 5, and forms opposite ledges to re-

celve the bottles 6. The bottles are held on the car-
rier or support by means of resilient. clamps 7, con-
structed of spring wire or other suitable material and
extending upward from the base or bottom 4 at the
side edges thereof. The resilient clamps 7 are sub-
stantially U-shaped, being composed of vertical sides
and a connecting top portion 8. The connecting top
portion 8 is'curved to conform to the configuration of

“a bottle, and is bowed outwardly, as shown.

The central vertical wall 5 terminates short of the
ends of the base, to which is secured a pair of depend-

ing substantially triangular plates 9, which form hinge

members, and which are provided at their lower ends
or apexes with eyes 10 for the reception of the pintle
rod 2, whereby the inner or central bottle support or
carrier is hingedly connected with the inner hinged
sides of the sections of the case. When the case is

65

70

70

30

85

90

opened, the inner bhottle support or carrier will be

raised to the position illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of the |

drawings, and when the case is closed, the inner or
central carrier or support will be lowered to the posi-
tion illustrated in Fig. 3 of the drawings. This is
due to the change of position of the inner side walls 11
and the bottoms of the sections of the case, the inner
side walls 11 being arranged in a horizontal position

when the case is closed, and being changed to a verti-

cal position when the case is opened.

The inner or central carrier or support receives an
outer slidable carrier or support 12, composed of two
sides and connecting top portions 13, which are pro-

~vided with inner recesses 14, recelving the ends of

the central vertical wall 5 of the inner carrier or Sup-
port, whereby the carriers or supports are slidably
connected. Vertical bars 16 are arranged at the ends
of the partition 5 to form enlarged terminal portions

-to slide in the recesses 14, but the inner carrier or sup-
‘port may be of any other preferred form, and the sev-
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eral parts of the physician’s medicine case may be
constructed of any suitable material, as will be readily
understood. Each side of the outer carrier or support
ig provided with an inner vertical wall 17 and a hori-
sontal hottom of base 18, which extends outward from
the inner wall, and which has mounted upon 1t bottle
clamps 19, constructed similar to those heretofore de-
scribed and arranged to engage the outer bottles 20.
The sides of the outer support or carrier are also pro-
vided with suitable end posts 21, to which the con-
necting top pieces 13 are secured. The outer faces of
the end posts and the connecting top pieces 1o are cov-
ered by face plates 22, but the top pieces, the plates
and the posts may be one integral structure if desired.
The inner side walls 11 of the sections oi the case are
provided at their hinged edges with opposite cleats or
strips 23, which are substantially triangular 1n cross

section, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, and which serve.

to space the sides of the outer support or carrier from
the walls 11. ‘

The inner bottle support or carrier is provided at the
ends of the bottom or base 4 with antifriction rollers or
wheels 24, arranged in pairs and mounted in suitable
recesses of the said bottom or base and projecting out-
ward therefrom a sufficient distance to receive the
adjacent faces of the sides of the outer bottle support
or carrier. These upper antifriction rollers 24 enable
ihe bottle carriers or supports to slide on each other
frictionlessly. The sections of the case are provided
adjacent to the inner hinged side walls 11 with bars
or cleats 25, on which are mounted lower antifriction
rollers 26, which receive and support the sides of the
outer bottle support or carrier, and which enable the

same to be raised and lowered in the closing and open-

ing of the case with a minimum amount of friction.

The lower antifriction rollers are preferably mounted

in suitable brackets 27, secured in recesses of the cleats,

but they may be applied to the cleats in any other de-
sired manner. |
In order to protect the bottles from the surgical 1n-
struments and other contents.of the medicine case, a
pair of hinged guards or shields 28 is provided. KEach
shield, which consists of an oblong board or plate, 18
desiened to be constructed of light ‘material, and is
connected to the adjacent section of the case by means
of hinges 29 secured to the cuards or shields and to
cleats or bars 30. These guards or shields, which are

adapted to protect the bottles at all times, are yieldably |

held in engagement with the outer support by means
of opposite springs 31, extending across the bars or cleats
30 and projecting through recesses or notches 32 of the
hinged edges of the guards or shields, and engaging the
same thereat. The upper walls of the notches 32 are
inclined, and the free engaging ends oI the spring are
curved, and are arranged to engage the sald inclined
walls for forcing the guards or shields inwardly. The
ouards or shields are also provided at their upper edges
with opposite hooks 33, forming catches for engaging
shoulders 34 of the outer boftle support or carrier,
whereby both the inner and outer bottle supports or
carriers are maintained in a vertical position when the
case is open in order to prevent the acids and the other
contents of the bottles from coming in contact with

the stoppers. When the case is closed, the catches
rise out of engagement with the shoulders, and do not |
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require any hand manipulation when the case 18 elther
opened or closed, the parts being entirely automatic
in their operation. When the guards or shields are
swung backward out of engagement with the outer
boitle support or carrier, the latter may be readily
removed from the case, as it is loosely supported by
the sides or sections of the same, and 1t 1s adapted to
slide upward freely on the Inner bottle support or
carrier.

It will be seen that, when the medicine case is closed,
the inner and outer bottles are compactly arranged at
the same elevation, and that when the case 1s opened,
the outer bottles are lowered, and the inner bottles are
elevated to expose the labels of all the bottles, so that
any oueof them may beremoved from the case without
disturbing the other contents of the same. Further-
more, it will be apparent that the guards or shields,

which protect the bottles, also serve to maintain the -

same in a vertical position ‘when the case 1s open, and
that as the bottles are compactly arranged at the center
and back of the case, the latter may be constructed ol
any desired size to enable surgical instruments and
other articles to be carried, and suitable compartments
may be provided for the same without interfering with
the operation of the bottles in the opening and closing
of the case. Also the case may he employed for a
variety of other purposes, such as for carrying samples,
as it will enable a large number of samples to be com-
pactly arranged, and will expose all of the various sam-
ples and afford ready access to the same.

Having thus fully described my invention, what 1

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

15.—

1. In a case of the class described, the combination with
two hinged sections, of means connected with and oper-
ated Ly the sections for supporting inner and outer rows
of bottles or other receptacles at the same elevation when
the case is closed, and for elevating the inner Dbottles or
receptacie and lowering the outer ones and .supporting
both the inner and outer bottles In a vertical position
when the case is opened, whereby all of the bottles or re-
ceptacles will be exposed to view.

9 The combination with a case having hinged sections,
of a support or carrier connected with the sections at the
hinged edges thereof, whereby it will be raised and lowered
by the opening and closing movements of the said sec-
tions, and a second vertically movable carrier or support
operated by the said sections and simultaneously movable
in the opposite direction to the first mentioned carrier or
support. | | | |

3. The combination with a case having hinged sections,
of an inner carrier or support connected with the sections
at the hinged edges thereof, and an outer carrier or Sup-
port slidable on the inner support or carrier and arranged
to be supported by the said sections at the bottoms thereof,

" gaid inner and outer supports or carriers being movable

in reverse directions when the case is opened or closed.

4. The combination with a case having hinged sections,
of inner and outer carriers or supports, the inner carrier
being hinged to the case, and the outer support or carrier
being slidable on the inner one, and opposite guards ar-
ranged at the outer support or carrier and maintaining

both of the supports or carriers in a vertical position

when the case 18 open.

5 The combination with a case having hinged sections,
of inner and outer carriers or supports, the inner carrier
being hinged to the case, and the outer support or carrier
being slidable on the Iinner one, and opposite guards
hinged to the sections of the case and yieldably held In
engagement with the outer support or carrier,

6. The combination with a case having hinged sections,
of an inner support or carrier hinged to the case, an outer
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support or carrier slidable on the inner support or carrier
and simultaneously movable in the opposite directions,
and means for detachably engaging the outer support or
carrier when the case is open for maintaining the supports
Or carriers in a vertical position,.

7. The combination with a case having hinged sections,

of an inner support or carriery hinged to the case, an outer

support or- carrier slidable on the inner support or carrier

~and simultaneously movable in the Opposite direction, and

means for automatically engaging the outer support or car-
rier when the case is opened, whereby the said supports
or carriers will be held in & vertical position,

8. The combination with a case having hinged sections,

of an inner support or carrier hinged to the case, an outer

support or carrier slidable on the inner support or carrier,
and means for automatically engaging the outer support

Or carrier when the case is open, whereby the said supports

or carriers will be held in a vertical position, said means

being also arranged to De automatically released by the
closing movement of the sections of the case.
9. The combination with g case having hinged sections,

~ of an inner support or carrier hinged to the case, an outer

support or carrier slidable on the inner support or carrier,
and opposite guards or shields provided with catches ar-
ranged to automatically engage the outer support or car-

rier when the case is opened and being carried out of such

chgagement by the closing movement of the cage.

10. The combination with a case having hinged sections,

of an inner support hinged to the case,
or carrier slidable on the innerp
or shields
catches for engaging the outer support or carrier, and
springs for holding the guards or shields normally in en-
sagement with the outer support or carrier. - |
11. The combination with g case having hinged sections,
of an inner support or ecarrier,
carrier slidably connected with the inner support or car-
rier and being removable therefrom, said supports or car-

an outer support
support, hinged guards

riers being simultaneously moved vertically in opposite
whereby when the ;

directions by the sections of the case,
case is
lowered. |

12. The combination with a4 case, of Inner and outer
supports slidably connected, the outer support being com-
posed of opposite sides spaced apart to receive the inner

opened one carrier will be raised and the other

859,817 | -

tions of the

mounted on the sections and provided with-

and an outer support or

3 .

| support, means for connecting the sides and each side

being provided with vertical walls and
receiving ledges. | .
13. The combination with a case, of inner

projecting bottle

and outer

supports, the outer support being composed of opposite

hottle receiving sides spaced apart fo receive the inner

support, and connecting portions rigid with the said sides

and having guiding means for the inner support, which
moves through the outer support. '_ |

14. The combination with g case, of inner and outer
oppositely - movable supports, the inmer support being
hinged to the case, and the outer support being slidable
on tie inner support, opposite antifriction devices mounted

~on the inner support and recelving the outer support, and

antifriction devices mounted on the case and receiving
and actuating the said outer support. |

15. The combination with a case having hinged sections,
of Dottle carriers or supports connected with the case and
moved vertically in opposite directions by the said sec-
tions when the case is either-opened or closed,

16. The combination with a ecase baving hinged sections,
of bottle supports or carriers slidable on eachr other and
connected with the case, said bottle supports or ecarriers
being moved vertically in opposite directions by the sec-

case when the latter is either opened or
closed. ' C o | |

17. The combination with a case, of inner and outer
bottle supports or carriers simultaneously slidable in
opposite diréctions, and means for raising one of the
SUpports or carriers and for lowering the other when the
case is open. - | | .

18. The combination with a case, of an outer support
or carrier composed of upright gides rigidly connected
with each other, and an inner support or carrier movable
through the outer Support or carrier, and means for op-
erating the supports or carriers when the case ig opened or
closed. : S | |

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as my own, I
have hereto affixed my signature in the presence of two
witnesses. - |

RICHARD KERSRY.

- Witnesses
OSCAR G. KERSEY,
THos. W. RosL.
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