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To all whom it Mmay concern: o
Be it known that I, Joux A. DE VILelee a. citizen

~of the United States, residing at St. Leule, Missouri;
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have invented a certain new and useful Improvement |

in Envelop-Moisteners, of which the. fellewmg is a full,

clear, and exact description, such as will enable ethere:
skilled in the art to which it appertains to make and use
~ the same, reference being had to the eeeempenymg 5
drawings, forming part of this specification, in which—:

Figure 118 a perspective view of a device embedymg ',.
the features of my invention; Fig. 2is a tep plan view
~ of a portion of the device with the pressing member_
"~ that co-operates with the meletemng member removed;

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3—3 of Fig.

the pressing member 5 being ,ehewn in eperetwe_-
pOSItIOII, and Fig. 4 is a eectlenal view taken on the
~ line 4—4 of Flg 2, the preeemg member 5 elee belngf'
- shown in the view. T R

~ This invention reletee to devwee fer meletemng the_ :
| to straighten out the flap."

_reaches the inclined gulde 12 the envelop is moved
,-lengltudmelly of the block and this guide 12 causes
the flap to pass between the moistening member and
“the yielding presser which ee-eperetee therewith,
thereby moistening the edheewe on. the underneath
'_"eldeeftheﬂep g B R |

edheewe on envelop flaps and similar articles.

' The object of my invention. is to preﬂde a dewce ef,__.
| elmple construction having means for opening the ﬂep
of the envelep, and means for-guiding the flap. to the )
‘member which moistens the adhesive thereon. . |
Another object of my invention is to: prewde a, de- |
- viceof the character described hevmg & yleldmg preeeer :

 that co-operates with the moistening member.:
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Referring to the drewmge which repreeent the pre—‘l |
ferred form of my invention, 1 designates a block

which may-be formed of glass or any other suitable ma-

terial,.and prewded &t one end with a hOHDW chamber:.

2 for reeewmg weter It desired, however, the entire

-arate chamber at one end thereof. Ll al
The upper wall of the water chember is 80" ferme(} '-
“that two parallel eupperte or bars 3 are errenged_

above the water chamber, end over these bars: ﬁqeke

or other suitable material, are mounted which e'x'.tend _?

- down into the water chamber. and are kept moist by
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capillary  attraction. These wicks 4 eenetltute the_.;-

meletemng member, and’ co-operating ‘therewith 18 2

eled inwardly at 32, as shown in Fig. 2, so as to prevent |

. : the water from pesemg onto the upper fece of the block.
| The member 5 is also provided with a ﬂenge 7 that ex-

a0

| presses . co epeletmg with seld means,

’ pressmg member 5, preferably formed of yleldmg me,- :_ 'DI'GSSEI', ‘and a rib on the upper face of said member over | -

terial, and prewded ‘with a r1b 6 errenged in alinement |
with the opening between the two bats 3, as shown in -
Fig. 4. 'The openings in the upper face of the block

~ through which said wicks éxtend, are tepered or bev- | agonall

Aing edjeeent said. meistenmg meeus

zscrlbed T A - - |
T4, fA deviee of the ehereeter descmhed eempmsing a .
'1eetenguler-eheped bleek the: upper :Eaee of whieh is' hol-

'F

edge of the bleck 1, and ed]eeent this corner the top
face of the block is hellewed out or curved ehghtly at 11,
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1 for eecurmg said preeemg member in pOSItIOIl “The

‘water chamber 2 is filled thleugh an opening in the up-

| per face of the block Wthh is closed by a etepper or -

‘cork 9. ' A sharp corner 10 extends along the upperrear . .
55

as- ehewn in Fig. 1, for a purpose herelnefter to be de- :

the moistening member. R
To use the device, a pereen tekee ari envelep Wlth 1ts

ﬂep closed and draws it transversely 1n the direction
of the arrow in Fig. 1, across the upper face of the block -
1, the eherp corner 10 at the upper rear edge of the I
| bloek engaging the flap of the envelop and thus causing
it to be etrelghtened out as the e;uvelop continues. to
‘move over the jupper face of the block, the kollowed- o
{ out pertlon 11 permitting the envelop to be pressed -

.;scrlbed ‘A guiding rib 12 extende diagonally across -
the upper face of the: bleek end termmetee ed]ecent -
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downwardly a ehght distance 8o as to aid the corner 10 '

When the edge of the flap

70

A device of this chereeter net enly dlepeneee Wlth o

_the neceeeity of a eeperete operation for opening the

ﬁep of the e:t,welep, this being eceemphehed by the

same: movement which carries the flap onto the mois-
“tening dewce, but also. preeente a neet and ornamental

-eppeerence
‘block may be formed hollow meteed of prewdmg a8ep- |
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Hevmg thus deecrlbed my mventlen what T elelm -

ee newand desire to secure by Letters Patent is:
1. A devme of the ehareeter desenbed eemprismg a

member prevlded with mmstening means,
a flange on efud

which- seid ﬂange extends ; ‘substantially ag descrlhed

3.. A device of the character deecrlbed eempnemg a.
Lectengule.l gshaped block previded adjacent one end there- -
.ef with meietemng means, and a guiding rib extending di-

{r across the upper feee of ee1d block and. ter mmet-_._

eubstentlelly as de-

tende over 3, rib 8 formed on the upper fe,ce of the block | lewed eut edJaeent the rear. edge of the bleek e. diegenelly

eub- |

85
“member. pmv1ded with moistening means and with an in-
| clined gulde/ adapted:to co-operate with the edge of the flap
of the envelep to guide it te the meletemng means ;
-stantielly as. deeerlbed S S S
| . A device of the ehereeter deeerlbed cemprlemg a

a yleldlng__' |
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| as described.

5. ‘A device .e'f the eharactel described, comprising a

block provided with a water chamber and with an opening -

through which said chamber is filled, the top wall of said
'chamber being provided with an opening across Which

pnrallel bar extends, a moistening member mounted on said
bar and extending down into the water chember_ a presser

10 co-operating with sald moistening member, 'and'-a'n'lg_ doo

j :

- extending guide on the upper face of the bloek and a | clined guide on the upper face of eaid block adapted to co-

meistenlng member at the end ef sald guide ; eubstantially.-. _eperate with the edge of the flap of the envelep to guide it

1. to said meistening member subetantlally as desu*lbed

In testimeny wheéreof I hereunto affix my’ eignature in

‘the preeence of two witneeees, this ﬁfth day of Januars' 19
{ 1907. | f

JOHN A DE VILBISS

Witnesees'
WELLS L. CHURCH
GEORGE BAKEWELL. .'
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