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To all whom +t may concern:

Be it known that I, Ricuarp TANNER, a citizen of the
United States, residing at Lincoln, in the county of
Lancaster and State of Nebraska, have invented cer-

5 tain new and useful Improvements in Puzzles; and 1
do hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful improvements
in & puzzle and fortune telling device and my object 1s
to so arrange the puzzle that the operator can tell the
part of the puzzle the player will stop on when complet-
ing a certain play and a further object is to provide cer-
15 tain parts of the device with designating characters

whereby when the player selects a certain character

and refers to a table, a certain question and answer will
be given.
Other objects and advantages will be hereinatter re-
20 ferred to and more particularly pointed out in the
claims. |
In the accompanying drawings which are made a part
of this application, Figure 1 1s a plan view of my 1m-
proved puzzle ready for use, and, I'ig. 2 is a detail sec-
25 tional view thereof. |
Referring to the drawings in which sumilar reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the

- several views 1 indicates the handle portion of my 1m-
proved puzzle which is preferably a section of rigid wire
to the upper end of which is secured a head 2 while to
the lower end thereof is secured a knob or the like 3.

Mounted upon the handie 1 and between the head 2
and knob 3 are any suitable number of beads 4 or the
like and in this instance I have shown twelve of the
beads in position upon the handle and when the beads
are employed in connection with fortune telling the
surfaces of said beads are provided with certain desig-
nating characters 5 each bead having a character dis-
tinct from the other beads. | |

Secured to the head 2 in any preferred manner 1s &
frame 6 which is preferably disposed in the form of a
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circular loop, the free ends of the frame being in this |

instance, secured in sockets 7 in the head and mounted
upon the frame 6, are a plurality of balls or the like 8,
and in this instance, I have shown seventeen balls
upon the frame, said balls being of sufficient diameter
to snugly fit against each other and entirely cover the
frame while in the case of the beads upon the handle 1,
said handle may be of greater length than the combined
diameters of the beads so that said beads may be moved
longitudinally on the handle.
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player as follows; select a certain number in your own
mind, then count the number of beads exposed to view
upon the handle 1 and then a sufficient number of the
balls 8 upon the frame 6 to complete the number
thought of, the player in counting the beads and balls
passing to the right of the head 2 and after a sufficient
number of the balls 8 have been counted to complete
the number thought of, the player 1s then to count to
the left commencing with the last ball used to com-
plete the number, the same number of balls as the
number thought of. |

The secret of the puzzle is that the operator can tell
the exact ball to the left of the head 2 used by the
player to complete the number thought of and as an
illustration the operator grasps the knob and holds the
puzzle to the view of the player and requests the player
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to select a number-in his own mind, which as an illus-

tration is “15”, and then count the number of beads
exposed upon the handle, which in this instance is
““12” and 'in order to complete the number thought of
it will be necessary to count three of the balls at the
richt of the head 2, thereby making fifteen in all, then
by commencing with the third ball or the last one re-
quired to complete the number and counting to the
left until fifteen of the balls have been counted on the
frame, the last ball on the frame required to complete
the number will be the twelfth ball to the leff of the
head 2. o

The secret of being able to tell the last ball used, 1s
that it will require the same number of balls to the left
of the head to complete the number as the number of
beads counted on the handle 1 and this rule wall apply
to any number selected. As a further illustration sup-
pose that the operator extends his hand along the han-
dle 1 until five of the beads, counting from the knob 3
are covered, thereby leaving seven of the beads ex-
posed when the player will select a number and then
count the number of beads exposed and a sufficient
number of the balls to the right of the head 2 to com-
plete the number thought of.

As an illustration, suppose, the player thought ot the
number ‘117" which will require that the player use
four of the balls to the left to complete the number
thought of, when by starting with the last ball used and
again counting to the left to “11,” the last ball em-
ployed in completing the number will be the seventh
ball and if desired the operator may state before the
player completes the count that the seventh ball from
the left of the head will be the last ball counted, 1t be-
ing understood, of course, that the player keeps the
number thought of to himself and also that the counting

In operating the puzzle, instructions are given to the | is to be done secretly, thereby making the result very
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inystifying, the only requirement on the part of the
operator to arrive at a proper result, being to be sure of
the number of beads left exposed and counted, as such
number will be the number of the balls to the left of
the head required to complete the number thought of.

In employing the puzzle for fortune telling, the
beads only, are used and in order to accomplish the re-
quired result, the player is to place the finger upon
some one of the beads, the player preferably doing so

with closed eyes, so that the bead will be selected by

~ chance and after the bead has been selected, the player

15

notes the position of the bead so selected, counting
from the head 2 and as an illustration we will suppose
that the bead selected is the tenth from the head, then
in order to find the question relating to the tenth bead
and the answer thereto, which will be found by noting
the designating character on the tenth bead, a table is
employed for this purpose, said table not being shown
and it will be understood that said table may be pro-

vided with such instructions as will be required to suc-
cessfully accomplish the proper result.
What I claim is.

1. I'be herein described puzzle, comprising a handle, a

head carried by the handle, beads confined on the handle

between the free end thereof and the head and balls con-
fined on cach side of the head. and at least equal in total
number to the number of beads. |

2. The herein described puzzle, comprising a handle, a

‘head at one end of said handle, a knob at the opposite

end of said handle, a plurality of beads surrounding said

handle between the head and knob, a framec carried by

sald head and a plurality of balls on said frame, equal to
ol greater in number than the number of beads said
balls being equally distributed on opposite sides of the
head. |
In testimony whereof I have signed my name to this
specification in the presence of the subscribing witnesses.
RICITARD TANNER.
Witnesses :
LKDwARD A. CHURCH,
Mrs, Dox C. DESPAIN,
ILRNEST L. PHELPS.
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