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To all whom it may concern:

of the United States, residing in Montreal, in the Prov-

ince of Quebec and Dominion of Canada, have invented

a new and useful Improvement in Running-Board
Saddles for Cars, of which the followmg 18 & apemﬁca-

My invention relates to improvements in 1 the con-
struction of freight and other cars, and more particu-
larly to the means for supporting and securing tne longi-

tudinally extending running board on the top or roof

of the car.

Heretofore, running boards have .usually beepn se-
cured at the peak or middle of the car roof Lo wooden
saddles shaped on the lower side to fit the slopmg sides

- of the roof, and having a flat upper face and placed at
intervals of a few feet apart on the roof, the boards

 being secured by nails or screws, and frequently some

- 20

30

30

- 40

45

00

OO

of the planks of the running board will become loose at
one end and Splillﬂ‘ or warp.up at the end above the
surface of the running board and cause the brakeman
or trainman to trip in running over the cars, especially

at night when the obstruction cannot be seen, thus

endangering life and constituting a cause for fatal acci-
dent. To overcome this objection or difficulty, many
railroad companies have endeavored to make the run-

ning board of the car of long planks extending in one

piece the full length of the car, but with the increased
length of modern cars, this has become more or less
impracticable, and running boards for cars are now
quite commonly made of shorter planks, requiring two
or three or more to extend the length of the car.

The object of my 1nvention is to provide a simple,
safe and durable construction, suitable for securing
and confining the ends of the different planks of which
the running board is made so that the ends of the plank
cannot become lossened or lift up and constitutean ob-
struction to trip the brakeman or other person run-
ning over the car.

My invention consmts in the means I emplay to
practically accomplish this object or result. That is
to say, it consists in connection with a car roof running-
board composed of a plurality of planks placed end to
end, of metal saddles at the meeting ends of the run-
ning-board planks provided with sockets to receive and

confine the meeting ends of the planks, the ends of the

planks being furnished with slight shoulders or offsets

so that the upper surface of the running-board planks
will be flush with the upper surface of the metal saddle.
It further comnsists in providing the metal saddles

with an upright web for the meeting ends of the run-
ning-board planks to abut against.

It further consists in connection with the running-

board planks and metal saddles at the meeting ends of |

the planks, of intermediate metal saddles having

] flanges to confine and secure the running board planks
Be it known that I, Wiriam E. FowLER, a citizen |

at their middle portions, although if desired, the inter-

medmte saddles may be of wood. .

My invention further consists in the novel construc-

tion of parts and devices and in the novel combinations
|1 of parts and devices herein shown and described.

- In the accompanying drawing forming a part of this
‘specification, Figure 1 is a plan view of a car roof em-
‘bod¥ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a partial longitudinal
| section on line 2—2 of Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a vertical sec-
tion on line 3—3 oI Fig. 1.
vertical section of the metallic saddle for the meecting
“ends of the running board planks.
| cross sections on lines 5—5 and 6—6 respectively of

Fig. 4 18 a detail central
- Figs. & and 6 are

Fig. 4.™ Fig. 7 is a perspective view of my metallic

running-board saddle for the meeting ends of the run-

ning-board planks. Iig. 8 is a perspective view of one
of the intermediate metallic saddles. 'Fig. 9 1s a Cross
section of the saddle shown in Fig. 8
modified construction. | |

In the drawing, A represents a car roof having the
customary sides ¢ and peak or crown a' at the center or
longitudinal middle of the roof.

B 1s the ridge pole and C the carlines.

D is the running-board, the same being composed of
g plurality of planks d d mecting end to end, the run-

‘ning-board being ordinarily composed of three series of

planks side by side.

F is my improved metal saddle for the meeting ends
of the planks d d. This saddle I’ has a bottom angle
flange or iace I'' shaped fo fit the sloping sides of the
roof at the peak or crown, and furnished with ears f
having bolt holes f! for securing the same to the roof
by bolts or screws f2. The metal saddle T is also fur-

nished with a plurality of sockets T2 I to receive the

meeting ends of the running-board planks d d, eﬁph
saddle preferably having six sockets, three on one side
and three on the other, to receive the meeting ends of
the three sets of running-board planks. The sockets

J* preferably have an upright division web f3 between

them to form a stop or abutment for the ends of the
running-board planks. The upper face ¢ of the saddle
F is preferably flush with the upper surface of the
rinning-board planks d d, the meeting ends of the run-
ning-board planks being each furnished with an off-set
or shoulder d! to accommodate the thicknesses of the
upper flange or web /% of the metal saddle. The metal
saddle F is preferably furnished at its middle with a
hole f3 to receive the bolt G by which the saddle is se-

- cured to the ridge pole or other part of the car roof
{frame.
receive and hold the nut g of the bolt G from turning.
The intermediate saddles may all be,

The saddle.F also has a flat sided socket [ to

the old wood construction, but I prefer to make some

| or all of the intermediate _S‘Ld dles also of metal.
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H illustrates an intermediate metal saddle and H?
an intermediate wood saddle, both forns being shown
1 Fig. 2. The intermediate metal saddie I is prefer-
ally provided with a lower face op flange A to fit the
sloping sides of the car roof at the center or peak, and
with bolt holes hlio secure the same in place, and with
a atraight upper web or flange A* upon which the run-
ning-bhoard planks rest.  And this mtermediate metal
saddle is provided with Hanges #* adapted to fit over
the eages of laterally adjacent planks and with holding
lips #* adapted to be hammered or bent down over the
other lateral edges of the vlanks, so that each plank
will be secured at both edges and so that the planks
may he reu-dil}?in_ﬁﬁrted in place on top of the saddles
H. The planks d are furnished with notches or re-
cesses d* fo receive the holaing flanges 7% and helding
lips 2% 50 that the upper faces of these holding lips and
holding flanges will be flush with the pper surface of
the running-hoard planks,

In Fig. 10 I have illustrated in cross section -a modi-
fieation of my metal saddie ¥ in which the upright

di,viSi{m" Wébf  between the sockeis T2 12 omitted so

that the planks may be slipped through the saddle, if
desired.  This modified form may be used either for
the meeting ends of the planks or as an intermediate
sacddie. | |
b clatm—
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1. ip a car root, the combination with a running-board
composed of a vlurality of nlanks placed end to end, of g
metailic saddle for the niceting ends of the running hoard
pianks provided with sockets. to receive the meéeting ends
of the geveral planks, substantially as specified.

3

2. In az car roof, the combination with a running-board

composed of a plurality of planks placved end to end, of a

metaltic saddle for the meeting ends of the running hoard
planiks ‘provided with sockets to receive the meeting ends
of the several planks, the Tuceting ends of tle running
board planks navipg off-sets oy SNOUIAErs to cause the

N
"

danges and 1ips adapted to engage

- upper face of the rnunning board planks to he finsh with

the upper face of the saddie, substantiaily as specified.

S. I a car roof, the combination with a i‘unning-board
composed of a plurality of planks placed end to end, of a
metallic saddle for the meeting ends of the running-board
planks provided with sockets to receive the meeting ends
of the several planks, the metal saddle having a divigional

web to serve as a stop for the meeting ends of the running-

board planks, substantially as specified,

4. In a car roof, the combination with a running-hoard
composed of a plurality of planks placed end to end. of g
metallic saddle for the meeting ends of ihe running-board

- provided with sockets io vecetve {he meeting ends of the
- several planks, and intermediate metallic saddles having

holding flanges and lips overlapping the latera] edges of
the running-hoarad planks, substantially as specified,

o. I a ear root, the combhination with a running-board,
composed of a plurality of planiks placed end to end, of a
metallie saddle for the meeting ends of the rinning board

Planks provided with sockets 1o receive the meeting endy

of the several planks, the meeting ends of the running-
hoard planks having off-sets or shoulders to ecause the
upper face of the running-board planks to he Hush with
the upper face .of the saddle, intérmedia_te metaliic saddles
having holding ltanges and lips overlapping the lateral
cdges ¢f the ruzning-hoard planks, and the running-board
planks being also provided with recesses o receive said
holding flanges angd Nips fHiush with the upper surface of
the running-hoard piavks, substantialliy as specified, -

6. A metallic running hoard saddle for the meeting endg
of running-board blanks, having a hotiom web or face
Hiting the slopiug sides of the car roof at the ‘center or
peak therveof, and provided with a plurality of sockels to

reeelve the meeting ends of {he ranning-hoard planks,
' y

substantially as specified.

7. A metallie saddie for runuing-board planks lla'.vfug 3
bottom wel or fuec fifting the sloping sides of the car
roof and provided with a straight supporting flance for the
vuuning board planks {o rest tpon, and with holding
e lateral edges of the
running-hoard planks, substantially as specified, N

| WILLIAM It FOWLER.
Witnesses ; | ,
J. AL ISHERWOOD,
PERCY P. REYNCGLDS,
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