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To all whom 1 may concern:

Be it known that I, Wiis A. WILKNS 3] 01tlzen of
the United States of America, residing at El Paso, in
the county of El Paso and State of Texas, have invent-'
ed new and useful Improvements in Washboards, of

‘which the following is.a specification.

- This invention relateq to 1mpr ovements in Wash-
boards, and particularly to means for holding a cake or

- bar of soap 1n position for use thereon so that the clothes
will be soaped for the production of suds as they are.

moved over the rubbing surface of the board.
The object of the invention is to provide a board
having means for-holding and exposmn' one of the sur-

facesof a cake of soapthroughan opening in the rubbing
surface of the board, whereby in the operation of wash-

ing the clothes the latter will be automatically soaped

by coutact with the exposed surface of the cake, the

construction being su(:h as to secure economy in the

use of the soap.

A further ob]ect 18 to provlde a holder havinga, closure
for the opening in the scrubbing surface and adapted to
be readily opened and closed for the insertion and re;
tention of a cake of soap and adjusted to receive cakes
of different sizes, the closure being so arranged as to
cover and conceal the soap when its use 18 not desired
and to form a portion of a rubbing surface of the board.
~ In the accompanyving drawing,—Figure 1 1s o iront
elevation of a washboard embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 18 g side elevation of the same. Fig. 3 183 ver-
tical section through the holder and adjacent portion
of the washboard. Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the
Fig. 5 is a horizontal cross section through the
holder and board on line 55 of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a Washboard
which may be of ordinary form and consiruction, ex-

~ cept that, in accordance with my invention, its me-

~ tallic corrugated rubbing surface 2

2 extends the full

- length of the board toincrease the leng_th of such suriace.
~ The surface 2 is provided with an opening 3 to expose
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one of the sides or faces of the cake or bar of soap 4 ar-
ranged within a holder 5 disposed upon the rear of the

board.
The rear suriace of the bﬁard is strengthened by a

'pau' of vertical para]lel bracing strips 6 and 7, between

which the holder 5isarranged. The holder 5 comprises
& rectangular metallic casing having a removable bot-
tom section 8 having a bearing flange 5 to rest against

‘the rear face of the rubbing surface 2 and an upstanding

~ flange 10 extending around its rear and sides to em-
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brace the lower open end of the body of the holder.
*The holder and removable body section are prw1deu
5t the front with inwardly extending flanges or projec-
tions 11 against which the front surface of the soap cake
4 bears, the body of the holder being open at its lower
end as described for the ready insertion of a new cake of

S0 88 occasion requires.

|

. The remov able section or bottom closure 8 telesmpm- -

ally engages the body of the holder and forms a bottom
rest for the cake of spap, and is accordingly vertically

adjustable on the body of the holder to adapt the same
for the rec:EPtlon of cakes or bars of soap warymg in
length. -

- The rear wall of the flange 10 is formed with a vertical
slot 12 through which passes a thumb screw 13 engaging
a threaded opening in the body of the holder to-clamp

the section 8-thereto, the slot 12 permitting the said

bottom section to be vertically adjusted to suit the

length of the cake of soap and fastened or cla,mped in

adjusted position. .

- The holder 1s hinged or pivoted at one side to one of
the strips, as the strip 7, by hinges or pivots 14 so that
1t may be swung Outwardly_ and away from the rubbing
surface 2 to permit of the insertion of the soap through

the front of the holder, affording a convenrient means

of ingerting the soap without the necessity of detaching

the bottom section 8. The other or free side of the

holder carries locking pins or projections 15 adapted to
engage keeper openings in spring latches 16 secured
upon the strip 6, Whereby the holder may be tastened
i closed position.,

Any suitable means may be emplﬁyed for holdi ing the

| -front surface of the cake pressed against the flanges 11
and to feed the cake forwardly in an automatic manner

asit1s consumed inuse. Themeansshown in the pres-

“ent Instance comprises a pressure plate or follower 167

bearing against the rear surface of the cake and forced
forward by the action of coiled springs 17 disposed be-
tween the same and the rear wall of the body ot the
holder.

face 2, the spring actuated follower 16/ forces the soap
forward In an obvious manner to constantly present a
new surface for use. |

In the operation of washing the clothes by moving
the same over the rubbing surface 2, it will be under-
stood that the operator brings the clothes into contact
with the surface of the cake exposed through the open-
ing 3 until sufficient soap has been taken up to supply
the required amount of suds. By disposing the soap

so that only itsouter face is exposed through an opening .
in the rubbing surface, but a small portion of the seap

Asthe cake decreases in thickness through the
-removal of porti_ons o_f the front surface thereof by the
“clothes as the latter are rubbed over the rubbing sur-
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is exposed to the softening action of the water and only -

the amount actually required to thoroughly soap the
clothes is removed, thus preventing waste of the soap

‘and securing economy in the consumption thereof.
In order to close the opening 3 and shield the soap to .

prevent further use of the same after a sufficient amount -

has been removed, & closure 18 1s provided. This com-
prises a plate srranged to slide in a guideway formed
upon the rear of the rubbing surface 2 by the flanges 11
and strip 6, one end of said plate being fgfmed with a fin-
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oer piéce 19 by which it may be conﬁenieﬁtlfopemted
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rugated- metallic plate and is adapted when closed to

as new, is:—

=2

When the sliding plate or closure is moved inward- it
will close the opening 3, as shown in Fig. 5, and shield
the soap to prevent the clothes from coming in contact
therewith. Preferably the closure is formed of a cor- ;

form a rubbing surface across the opening 3. o

It will be apparent that the construction described
provides a simple construction of soap holder which
effects economy in the use of the soap, permits of the
convenient replenishing. of the soap and embodies |
other advantageous features. -

Havmg thusdescribed the mventmn Wha.t is claimed

1. A washboard having an opening, a soap holder hinged
upon the rear of the board for movement from and toward
said opening, said holder being provided with an adjust-
able section to regulate the length thereof, and means for
securing the holder in operative position.

2. A washboard having an opening, a soap holder pivot-

ally mounted upon the rear of the board for movement

859,160

I “towarJ and f1um said opening, said holder being open at
- the- bottom and front thereof, an adjustable section elos-

ing the bottom of the holder, means for securing said sec-
tion in adjusted position, and an imperforate plate slidably
mounted for movement between the opening and front of

the holder to close said oyening and conceal the soap in

the holder.

8. A washboard having an opening, a soap holder pivot-
ally mounted upon the rear of the board for movement
toward and from said opening, said holder »eing open at
the bottom and front thereof, an adjustable section clos-
ing the bottom of the holder and telescopically engaging
the same, the holder and its adjustable section being
provided "with flanges forming a guideway between the
same and the board, means for securing said adjustable
section im adjusted position, and an imperforate plate

and conceal the soap in the hoider.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature in plesence

of twc} witnesses.

| WILLIS A. WILK,INS.
Witnesses : o |

CHET. L. DEAN,

J. O. CROWSON,
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‘slidably mounted in said guideways, to close said opening
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