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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES 8. TALBERT AND DANIEL H. TALBERT, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

GAME APPARATUS.

No. 858,149,

Specification,of Letters Patent.

Patented July 2, 1907,

Application filed Jannary 24,1907, Serial No. 353,921,

To all whom it may Concern.:

Be 1t known that we, CHARLES S. TALBERT and Dax-
IEL H. TALBERT, citizens of the United States, residing
at Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful Game Appa-
ratus, of which the following is a specification.

This 1nvention relates to game apparatus of that
character utiuzing an alley, balls, and objects adja-
cent one end of the alley adapted to be overturned by
the skillful manipulation of the balls.

The object of the invention is to provide a movably
supported striker disposed above the alley and adapt-
ed to be propelled by a ball rolled along the alley.

A further object 1s to provide a series of objects dis-
posed within the range of the striker and adapted to be

overturned when any one or more of them is contacted:

thereby. .

A still further object is to provide means whereby
the oscillation of the striker subsequent to its actua-
tion can be speedily stopped so that another ball can
be directed thereagainst.

Another object is to provide means to prevent the
balls from rebounding on to the alley after rolling lon-
gitudinally thereof.

A further object is to provide simple and efficient
means whereby a player at one end of the alley can
quickly reset the overturned objects at the other end
of the alley. |

With these and other objects in view the invention
consists of certain novel features of construction and
combinations of parts which will be hereinafter more
fully described and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings is shown the pre-
ferred form of the invention.

In said drawings: Figure 1 is a central longitudinal
section through the alley, the front end thereol, which

1s of ordinary construction, being removed; Fig. 2 is a

plan view of that portion of the alley embodying the
present improvements, the striker being shown in po-
sition immediately subsequent to its actuation by a
ball; and Fig. 3 is a section on line z—u, Fig. 2.
Referring to the figures by characters of reference, 1
is the body of the alley the same having upstanding
side walls 2 between which is disposed the floor 3 of the
alley which terminates at a point removed from the
rear wall 4. A space 5 constituting the receiving com-
partment 1s formed between the floor 3 and wall 4 and
is adapted to receive the balls rolled along the alley.
The bottom of this receiving compartment 5 is inclined
as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3 so as to direct the

balls into a retwrn gutter 6 arranged longitudinally

along one side of the alley. It is of course understood
that if preferred one of these gutters may be located
at cach side of the alley. As shown in Fig. 1 the rear
portion of the floor of the alley is inclined as at 7 so as

[ =

to positively direct the balls into the compartment 5
after they have passed the ridge 8.

A standard 9 extends upward from the rear wall 4 and
carries a forwardly extending arm 10 provided'at its
end with a hanger 11. |

A flexible rod 13 of steel or other suitable material is
connected to arm 10 by means of a short cord 14, chain,

or other suitable device whereby the rod is free to

swing in any direction. If desired any suitable meang
such as a frame 12 may be disposéd around the rod
13 to limit its movement. A striker 15, preferably in
the form of a ball, is fixedly connected to the lower
end of rod 13 and when in its normal position is sup-
ported above and close to the center of the ridge 8.

An opening 16 1s formed within the bottom of the
alley directly below the normal position of the striker
and-seated within this opemng 1is a floor section 17 hav-
ing its upper face conforming, and normally alining
with the upper surface of the floor of the alley. This
section 17 when in its normal position may be supported

upon shoulders 18 and pivotally mounted beneath said -

section 1s a lifting cam 19 from which extends an arm
20. A rod, cord or other connecting device 21 is at-
tached to this arm 20 and to an arm 22 at one end of a
rod 23 rotatably mounted adjacent the front end of the
aliey. A manipulating lever 24 is connected to rod 23
and by means thereof the cam 19 can be actuated to
lift the section 17 so as to act as a buffer to stop the os-
cillation of the striker 15 subsequent to the actuation
thereof. |

A deck 25 is arranged above the rear wall 4 and the
adjoining portions of the side walls and the front edge

of this deck is formed concentric with the rod 18 when

the same 1s in ifs normal position. An indicating
board 26 depends from the front edge of this deck and
the distance between ‘this board and the inclined por-

| tion 7 of the floor 3 is ample to allow the balls to pass

thereunder and into compartment 5.

Formed within the deck 25 adjacent its front or
curved edge is a series of sockets 27 arranged along a
line concentric with the curved edge of the deck and
each of these sockets is adapted to receive a boss or
projection 28 upon the bottom of a pin 29." These pins
when upstanding are all located within the range of
the striker 15 and each pin carries a letter or other char-
acter corresponding with a character thereunder upon
the indicating board 26. | |

Mounted within the sides of the apparatus and close

to and beneath the deck 25 is a roek shaft 30 from

which extends a series of fingers 31 equal in number to
the pins 29. The free ends of these fingers are con-
nected by cords 32 with the centers of the projections
28 so that when the fingers are swung downward said

projections will be drawn into the sockets 27 and the

pins swung into upright positions. A spring 33 serves
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to hold the fingers 31 normally raised and when they
are In this position the cords 32 are slack and any one
or more of the pins free to fall over when struck. An
arm 34 extends downward from one end of the rock
shaft and has an operating cord 35 extending there-
from and around a pulley 36. This cord extends to a
point adjacent the front of the alley where 1t 1s con-
nected to an actuating lever 37. It i1s of course under-
stood that, as shown in Tig. 2, the arm 34, pulley 36
and cord 35 are arranged outside the wall 2 so that they
will, not be contacted by the balls as they enter com-
partment o.

A cushion 38 i3 arranged upon the rear wall 4 for the -

purpose of stopping the balls and reducing the noise
incident thereto, and in order that the rebounding
balls may be prevented from moving on to the alley
floor a guard has been provided. This guard consists

of a plate 39 which is hinged to the lower face of deck

25 and hag a plurality of slots 40 in which the fingers
31 work. The lower edge of this guard plate is pro-
vided with a soft covering 41 adapted to be contacted
by the balls. A stop 42 is suspended from the deck
and prevents the guard plate 39 from swinging for-
ward from 1ts normal position. A spring 43 serves to
hold the guard plate yieldingly against 1is stop.

The pins 29 as shown have the appearance of ordi-
nary ten-pins but it is to be understood that 1if pre-
ferred they may be of other shapes and instead of
mounting them in the manner shown the pins may be
hingedly connected or in fact mounted i any manner
which would enable them to be knocked over inde-
pendently and simultaneously reset.

In playing the game herein described the lever 37 1s
first pulled forward so as to pull downward on the fin-
gers 31 and set up the pins in the manner described.
A Dball 44 is then rolled along the alley so as to hif the
striker 15. If the striker is hit squarely upon the front
portion thereof it will be propelled forward and strike
the middle pin 29 which hag been indicated by the
letter “C’. If however the striker is given a glanc-
ing blow it will be deflected to one side or the other
and will strike a desired pin if the proper skill 1s exer-
cised. Iach time the striker has been actuated in the
manner described it returns by gravity to its normal
position. By pulling on the lever 24 the buffer 17 can
be raised so as to contact with the striker and pre-
vent movement thereof. The buffer will return by
oravity to its normal position when the cam 19 1s re-
leased therefrom and another ball can then be rolled
down the alley and against the striker.. The balls after
leaving the striker come into contact with the covering
41 on guard plate 39 and press said plate backward
against the tension of spring 43 and then move nto
the compartment 5. Rebounding of the balls on to the
alley is therefore prevented. The balls then roll for-
ward to the front end of the alley along the inclined
gutter 6.

859,149

By providing the characters on the indicating board
26 the player can readily determine which pins have

been overturned. The game can be played by allow-

ing each player a certain number of balls with which to

overturn all of the pins or, if preferred, the pins may

be of different values and the winner of the game will

be the one knocking over the pins of the greatest values.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. In a game apparatus the combination with an alley
and a plurality of movable ohjects disposed adjacent there-
to:; of an oscillatory striker disposed above the alley and
disposed to strike any one of said objects, and movable
means for stopping the movement of the striker upon its
return to its initial position.

2. In a game apparatus the combination with a striker,
means for movably supporting the striker to permit oscil-
lation thereof in any direction and means for directing an
actuating device against the striker ; of manuaily operated
means for holding the striker against oscillation.

3. In a game apparatus the combination with a striker,
means for loosely supporting the striker to permit oscilla-
tion thereof in any direction, and means for directing an
actuating object against the striker; of a manually oper-
ated Duffer adjacent and adapted to contact with the
striker. -

4., In a game apparatus the combination with a loosely

supported striker; of a buffer disposed below the striker,

and manually operated means for lifting the buffer into

contact with the striker.

5. In a game apparatus the combination with an alley
having a movable section; of a loosely supported striker
above said section, and means for actuating said section to
contact with the striker.

6. In a game apparatus the combination with an alley
having a movable section therein ; of an oscillatory striker
supported above said section, and manually operated
means for lifting said section into contact with the striker.
7. In a game apparatus the combination with an oscilla-
tory rod and a striker supported thereby; of an alley ex-
tending under the striker, a movable section within the

alley and below the striker, means for shifting said section

into contact with the striker, and means for centering the
striker above said section.

8. In a game apparatus the combination with an alley
having a ball receiving compartment at one end, and a

deck above the compartment; of an oscillatory striker sup-

ported above the alley and below the deck, a pluralily of
objects mounted upon the deck within range of and adapt-
ed to be overturned by the. striker, and means for simulta-
neously setting up the objects.

0. In a game apparatus the combination with an alley, a
deck albove one end thereof, there being a Dball receiving
compartment beneath the deck, and a return gutter ex-
tending from the compartment; of a plurality of objects

movably mounted upon the deck, and a device supported

above the deck and disposed to be actuated by a ball upon

the alley for striking any one of sald objects, said com-

partment being disposed to direct the ball into the return
gutter after striking said device.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as our own, we

have hereto affixed our sgignatures in the presence of two

Withesses.

CHARLES S. TALBERT,
DANIEL H. TALBERT.

Witnesses !
JOHN V. ROBBINS,
WM. T, RASMUSSEN.
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