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. tendonous part of the leg.

cured, to the outside end 7 of the shackle 1.

serted in a flatwise position.
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To all whom it may concern?

~Be it known that I, ALrrED B. SMITE, a citizen of the
United - States, residing at Topeka, in the county of
Shawnee and State of Kansas, have invented a new and

. useful Animal-Hopple, of which the following is a speci-

fication. -

The present invention relates to an animal hopple in-
tended for use on cows to prevent kicking and to hold
them still during milking. |
The invention has for certain of itsobjects to 1n1prmfe
simaplify and cheapen the construction of devices of
this class and to improve the operation of the SAINE SO 28
to be easy to apply and eflicient in use.

“With these objects in view, and others, as will ap-
pear as the nature of the invention is better under-
stood, the invention comprises the various novel fea-
tures of construction and arrangement of parts, which

wili be more fully described hereinaiter and set forth-
]

with particularity in the claims appended hereto.
In the accompanying drawing, which illustrates
one of the embodiments of the invention, Figure 1 is a

perspective view of the hopple or anti-kicking device .

applied to the hind legs of a cow. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the device.
hopple shown removed from the cow.

Corresponding parts in the several figures are indi-
cated throughout.by similar characters of reference.

Referring to the drawing, 1 and 2 designate, re-
apectively, the right and left shackles of the device.
Each shackle comprises a strip of band iron, or the like,
which is beut into an approximately circular form so
as to conform to the hamstring or tendonous part of the
leg above the hock joint. The ends of the shackle ter-

minate at a point hetween the hamstring and the front

fleshy part of the leg, and the s.Ad ends are curved out-
wardly at 3 so as to avoid pressing into the leg and caus-
ing pain. The left shackle 2 is provided with a loop 4
to which the drawing chain 5 is attached. The loop 4
i3 riveted, or otherwise rigidly secured, to that part of
the shackle 2 that extends around the left side of the
The free end of the chain
passes through a loop 6 riveted, or otherwise rigidly se-
" The loop
G iy provided with a contracted portion or narrow lock-
ing loop 8 into which any link of the chain d can be in-
Whenalink s inserted in
the narrow portion 8 of the loqp 6, the chain is held fast,
so that the shackles are prevented from Leing moved
away from cach other.  The extremity of the chain 3
15 equipped with a ring 9 which s larger than the loop
G so as to prevent the cham from pulling through the
latter.  The ring thus serves as a stop whereby the
right shackle 115 held on the chain, and in addition to
this function the ring serves as a handhold whereby the

¥ig. 3 18 a perspective view of the.

|

gether and locking the chain to thé loop 6 and for un-
locking it.-

In operation, the shackle 2-13 placed on the left leg
and the chain 5 is passed forwardly around the front
part of the leg and then across the front part of the right

t leg, so that the shackle 1 can be applied to the right

60

leg. After the latter shackle 1s applied, the operator

pulls toward the right on the free end of the chain while

the said chginisin the large portion of theloop6. When -

the legs are drawn to the proper position, the nearest
link of the chain is inserted flatwige into the contracted

'portion 8 of the loop 6. While the chain will permit -

the cow to shift its legs to assume a comfortable posi-
tion, it acts to restrain the movement of the cow sd that
Lmkmg is prevented. To apply a shackle to the leg of

65
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a cow, the shackle is put on at the narrowest part of the

,hamstring, as, for instance, at the point 10, Fig. 1. The

shackle is then pressed down bodily over the tendonous
part 11 until it is brought to rest by the swelling of the
hock joint 12. The ends 3 of the shackles will engage
in the hollow portion 13, Figs. 1 and 2, between the
hamstring and the larger front part of the leg, and the

70

ends 3 prevent the shackle from dropping off. The . -

shackles tightly grip over the hamstring so that it will
prevent the tendons from swelling when the cow at-
tempts to kick. Since the tendons cannot swell, the
muscles of the leg are prevented from acting and, fur-
thermore, the shackles cause pain when the cow moves
its leg 1n an effort to kick. It will thus be seen that
the shackles act on the tendons of the muscles that are
brought into play in the act of kicking and the chain
operates to prevent freé movement of the legs sd that

the cow cannot step arouand with any considerable de-’
To remove the hopple or anti-kick-

aree of frecdom.
ing device, the chain § is first disengaged from the nar-
row portion 8 of the loop 6, and then the shackles are
taken off by moving them upwardly one at a time, and
then withdrawing them over the narrow portion 10 of

the h*umtrmgq
I have described the principle of operation of the in-

sider to be the best embodiment thereof, but I desire to
have it understood that the apparatus shown is merely
illustrative, and that various changes may be made,

- when desired, as are within the scope of the mventmn

What is (]almpd 19—

t. 1o n device of the class described, the com_blnatlon
of o pair of shackles constructed of strip metal and
shaped to tightly grip and be- held in place by the ham
strings of the animal, a wirve loop on one shackle, a flexi-

hie element connected with the loep, and a wire structure-

o the other shackie for recelving the tflexible ciement
amd having o portion shaped to grip said element.

.o in
of i palr of shackies made of metal strips bent to con-
form te fthe hamsirings of an animal and each having

chain can be gripped for drawing the legs of the cow to- | their ends shaped to engage in the hollow portions be-
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vention, together with the apparatus which 1 now con- - -
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a device of the class described, the combination -
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tween the hamstrings and fore parts of the leg, forwardly
extending loops on the outer ends of the shackles, and a
chain attached at one end to ,one of the loops and pass-
ing at its opposite end through the other loop, the latter
toop having means for adjustably holding the free end of
the chain.

d. In a device of the class described, the comblnatlon
of a pair of shackles, each comprising a strip bent cen-
trally on itsclf. a chain attached to one of the shackles, a
loop on the other shackle through which the free end of
the chain extends and provided with means for locking
any one of the links of the chain to the loop, and a de-
vice on the end of the chain serving as a handhold and
as a stop for preventing the chain from dibengaglng from

15 the Ioop.

4. In a device of the class deseribed, the combination

t of a pair ‘of shackles each comprising a strip bent cen-
~trally on itself, a wire loop rigidly secured to one end of

one of the shackles, a chain attached at one end to the
loop, a wire loop on the other shackle having an enlarpged
pﬂrtwn through which the chain freely passes and having
a4 contracted portion into which a link of the chain is
1dapted to interlock, and a ring on the end of the chain

which prevents the latter from drawing out of the en-

larged portion of the loop.
In testimony that I claim the famrru:nnn' as my own, I

lhave hereto- aﬂ‘ixeﬁ my.signature in the prasence of two
witnesses,

ALFRIED B, SMITII.
Witnesses : ' |
MABEL HOLMES,
IEvAa ELSTON.
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