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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, J ULIUS D’ALESSANDRo a, cltizen
of the United States, residing at Walnut Grove, in the
county of Saoremento State of California, have in-
vented certain new elld useful Improvements in Vehi-

cle-Top Supports, of which the followmg is a specifi-

~ cation, referenoe belng had therein to the accompany-
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ing drawings.

This invention relates to a vehicle top support, and

particularly to a structure supported from the mde rail |
-thereoi.

The invention has for an ob]ect to provide a bu fer |

~ spaced from an angular projection from the side rail so
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spective of the buff

through the buffer; F1g 4.1s an elevation of one of the
~supporting weehele Fig. 5 18 ¢

asto engage and support the ribs of the vehicle top when
‘the same is in lowered position, and also to permit the

application of supporting springs in connection with
‘the buff

er 1n various arrangements for which the sup-
port is adapted. | |

Other and further ob] eote end edventeges of the i in-
vention will be hereinafter set forth and particularly
defined by the appended clmms -

In the drawing: ~—Figure 1 is a perspeetwe showmg
the application of the invention; Fig. 2 is a detail per-
er; Hig. 3 is a longitudinal section

a section showing the
application of the supporting eprmg to the buffer; Fig.
6 18 a detail perspective of this spring; Fig. 7 is-a sec-
tion showmg a modified form of supporting spring, and

Fig. 8 is a detail perspective of the cushion carried by

saild spring. |
Like numerals of reference mdlcate 11ke parte in the

- several figures of the drawings.
~ The numeral 1 designates the side of a vehlcle seat

which is provided with the usual rail 2 upon which the
top 3 is pivotally mounted, as shown at 4. This rail is

- provided with an angular post 5 from Whlch the brace

6 extends to the vehicla top in the usual manner. Upon

~ the post 5 the usual rubber cushion block 7 is disposed,
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as shown in Fig. 3, and at each end of this block the |

washers or supporting plates 8 for the buffer are dis-
posed and held in position by a cap nut 9 disposed upon
the outer end of the post 5.
plates 8 are provided with an angular aperture 10 to fit
the post 5 and hold the plate against rotation thereon,
while the outer end of this plate is provided with the
curved slot 11 thlough which the journal 12 -of the
buffer block 13 is adapted to pass. This block is cov-
ered with the usual rubber cushion 14 'mounted there-
on, and the block is yieldingly supported at one or both

ends by means of the spring 15 mounted upon the plate -
- 8 by means.of the bolt 16 passing through the aperture

17 therein. The end 18 of this spring is held against

} movement by a ollp 19 on the plate, while the opposite
-end 20 of the spring is promded mth an eye through

| which the pivo‘t 12 of the buffer block extends.

the bearing point for the vehicle top, and the buffer

~raise the point of support-for the top to a
-tent above the post 5, it may be accomplished by dis-

~As shown in Fig. 4 the

| upon good roads.

thus be seen that the rubber cushion 14 is yieldingly

It will

supported slightly above the cushion block 7 on the

fixed post. If it be desired to mount this buffer in
fixed position relative to the cushion on the post, the

same may be accomplished by means of the threaded
apertures 21 provided in the plates 8 and adapted to _
| recelve the journals 12 of th(, block when screwed there-

in to hold the plates. -
Under some conditions of use 1t 18 deelre,ble to extend

cushion block may then be mounted in proper relation

to the post and the supporting spring 22 applied to the |
This

parts shown in Figs. 2-and 3, as shown in Fig. 6.
spring is provided at one end with a circular or coiled
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portion 23 embracing the cushion 7 so as to be friction-
ally held thereon, and is provided with lugs 24-to pre- -

vent laterally slipping of the epmlg upon the cushion.

The outer end 25 of the spring is provided with the clip

26 toreceive a portion of the vehicle top and at the base

of this clip a rubber covered or cushioned screw 27 is
used to prevent injury to the'top bars and to seome the

“clip in position.

In the form of the invention herelnhefole described
the supporting plates or washers have been disposed in
eubetentielly horizontal position, but if it be desired to

posing the plates 8 in vertical position, as shown in Fig.
7, and a form of supporting spring 28 is there shown hav-

ing the angular end portion 29 adapted to slide upon the .

post © when the rubber cushion is removed therefrom,
while the upper portion of the spring is provided with -
a curved body 30 adapted to partially embrace the

buffer cushion 14, while the extended end 31 of this

SpPring is p1ov1ded with a clip 32 similar to the clip 26
before described. In each form of this supporting
spring it is desirable to prevent contact of the vehicle
top therew1th which would injure or mar the surface of

of rubber or any deswed material may be mounted upon
the springs at the point of contact of the ribs therewith.

This is shown particularly in Fig. 8 where the cushion
is carried by the casing 34 having lugs 35 to embrace

the spring at the outewey portion 36 thereof, while from 10 0

the center of the casing 4 projection 37 extends down-
werdly and through the body of the spring to enter the
buffer block and effectually prevent sliding motion of -

‘the spring or cushion upon the vehicle top.
- In the operation of the invention it will be seen that 105
the supporting plates provide means by which the buf- |

fer may be carried at a distance from the rail post and
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material ex-
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the supporting ribs, and for this purpose a cushion 33 95

can be yieldingly supported to receive the weight of the

~vehicle top and to prevent injury thereto when used o
If the vehicle is to be used upon 110
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2.

rough or bad roads it is desirable to further support and
protect the top against rattling by means of the springs
shown in Figs. 6 and 7 which add the resiliency of the
spring to that of the rubber cushion. It will theretore
be seen that the invention presents a simpie, eco-
nomical and efficient construction of parts to be assem-
bled in various ways in order to permit the use thereof
under all conditions and upon different characters of
vehicles where the form of the top may require changes
in arrangement of the support.

- Having now described my invention and set forth its

merits, what I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent 1s:-—

1. A vehicle top support comprising a post, parallel
supporting plates secured rigidly thereon, and a buffer
block between the free end of said plates. |

2. A vehicle top support comprising a post, parallel
supporting plates secured -rigidly thereon, a Dhuffer 1)10_('31{_

“hetween the: free end of said plates, and a yielding sup-

port for said block. |

3. A vehicle top support comprising a post, supporting
plates secured thereon, a buffer block carried by the free
end of said plates, a yielding support for said block, and

‘means carried Dy said plates for adjustably mounting the

block therein.

4. in-a. vehicle top support, an angular post, a cushion
sleeve thereon, supporting plates having an angular aper-
ture to seat upon said post at the opposite ends of said
sleeve, a ' buffer Dblock provided with journals extending
through slots in said plates, and means for yieldingly sup-
porting said journals.

5. In a vehicle top support, an angular post, a cushion
sleeve thereon, supporting plates having an angular aper-
ture to seat upon said post at the: opposite ends of said
sleeve, a bhuffer block provided with journals extending
through slots in said platés, and a supporting spring se-
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cured at one end to one of said plates and provided with
an eye at its opposite end to receive said journal.

6. In a vehicle top support, a post, supporting plates
rigidly extended therefrom, a buffer block carried by the
free ends of said plates, and a supporting spring disposed
upon said block and provided at one end with a portion
surrounding said post and at its opposite end with an
engaging clip.

7. In a vehicle top support, a post, supporting plates
rigidly extended therefrom, a buffer block carried by the
free ends of said plates, a supporting spring disposed
upon said block and provided at one end with a portion
surrounding said post and at its opposite end with an en-
caging clip, and a cushion carried by the upper face of
said spring.

‘8. In a vehicle top support, a post, supporting plates
rigidly extended therefrom, & buflfer block carried hy the
free ends of said plates, a supporting spring disposed
upon said block and provided at one end with a portion
surrounding said post and at its opposite end with an en-
gaging elip, a cushion carried by the upper face of siid
spring, and means for removably attaching said cushion

-to the spring.

9. In a vehicle top support, a post, supporting plates
rigidly extended therefrom, a buffer block mounted in the
free ends of sald plates, a supporting spring extending
from the post and bearing upon said Dblock, and a clip
carried Ly the free end of said spring heyvond sald block.

10. In a vehicle top support, an anguilar post, support.
ing plates provided with angular recesses to fit said post
and a slot and pivoting apertures at the free cnd thereof,
and a buffer block mounted at the free end of said plates.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses.

JULIUS D'ALISSANDRO.

VWitnesses:
I. F'. MORRIS,
WM., BDECIKMAN.
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