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Yo all whom it TMay concern:

Be 1t known that I, Hexry L. SouTH-
WORTH, a cltizen of the United States, resid-
Ing in (“olallebter in the county of Chitten-

5 den and State of V ermont, have invented a
new and useful Tmprovement i Curtain-

Stretehers, of whieh the following 1s a speci-

fication.

This invention Iehteb to that class of cur-

1o tain Stletchers in which the side
composed each of two sections; and a center
brace, extending across between these rails,
18 employed to stiffen the frame and prevent
it from sagging.

Under my invention the two sections of
which each side rail is composed are not
hinged together, as has been usual heretotore,
but are held towet ner solely by means of 2
sleeve-like socket in which their abutting
20 ends fit and are housed. The socket—pref—
erably made of sheet steel—is in fact a close-
, fitting sleeve having a longitudinal opening
to expose the rabbeted portlon of the rail in
which the stretcher pins are located. It 1s
also a short socket, its length being about
double the width of the raﬂ, for purposes
hereinafter incicated.

The abutting ends of the rail sections may
be detachably held together 1n the socket 1n
30 which they are {itted by any suitable fasten-

ings. I prefer to provide a separate and in-
dependent fastener for each section, by

which 1t may be detachably secured to its
socket.

The center brace extends across between,
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and 1s secured to, the two sockets, 1t being

longitudinally slotted at one end to receive

a bolt and w ing nut by which it is held at this

end to the socket in such manner as to per-

4o mit its adjustment to varying widths of

| frame, as customary in this class of stretch-

ers. IT on each socket are two projections—

prefer: ablv formed as ribs or flanges—between

which the ends of the center brace fit and by

45 which they are laterally embraced, the parts

mutually sustaining one another and form-
Ing a pmutmallv Il id construction.

In the accompanying drawing, to which I

will now refer for a more complete under-

so standing of my invention—LKigure 1 1s a

view of a curtain stretcher frame embodying

my invention—the side and end rails, “and

center brace, being partly broken away in

order to bring the frame within the limits of

rails are

P

-ted lines 1n Iig. 5.
fastening can be used togetner, or either one

1

 the sheet without representing the parts

Fig. 21s a section on
Fig. 3 is a perspective

upon too small a scale.
line 2—2 HKig. 1.

- view of one of the bochets together with the

end ot the center brace attached to the same.
Fig. 4 1s a section on line 4—4 Kig. 3. Flg‘

5 1s a view representing the spring catcn or

detent by which each rail section may be de-

tachably connected to its socket. Fig. 6
represents tne frame folded for Stora,ﬂ‘e orT
transportation. -

The stretcher frame consists of side rails A
and end rails B united at the corners of the

frame, where they overlap, by the usual slot,

bolt and wing nut connections to permit of
the adj ustments requisite to vary the length
and wultn of the frame. The front face of
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the rails along the inner edge is rabbeted, as

customary, to receive the stretcﬂer pIns.
The side rails A consist each of two sepa-

rate and disconnected sections, put together
end to end.

The sleeve-like soekets in which the abut-

ting ends of the side rail sections are received
and held, are shown at C. As before said,
they are preferably made of sheet steel; and
they are so fashioned that they closel}r e1m-
bmce the rail sections on practically all four

sides—the only exception being that they are

open along the rabbeted portmn of the sec-
tions where the stretcher pins are located.

To prevent the meeting ends of the sec-
tions from accidentally sepamtmg or draw-
ing out from their socket, I may use any suit-
able means for detachably connecting them
either dlrectly together, or mdlreetly t0-
ogether through the mtermedlary of the
socket to which they
independently ot the other. I have shown
both ways in the drawing. The direct con-
nection between them is made by a hook d
on the one, which 1s adapted to engage an
eve e, on the other. The idependent con-
neotmn of eacn to the socket, lS made by a

spring cateh or detent f on each section, the

end of which springs into registering holes
in the section and
in proper place therein, as indicated more
plainly in-Ifigs. 1, 4 and 5. To detach the
section from the socket all that is needed is
to draw back the cateh, as indicated 1 dot-
Both of these styles of

can be used to the exclusion of the other.

socket when the section IS |
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may be secured each
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prefer, as before sald, the independent spring
catch for each section. |
The center brace is shown at H as extend-

Ing between, and fastened to, the sockets. |
1t 1s riveted to one socket and is adjustably

connected to the other by the usual slot and
bolt and wing clamping nut connection—i
being the slot in the brace, § the bolt attached
to the socket and passing through the slot,
and k the clamping nut. '
- The ends of the center brace which lie flat
upon the rear outer face of the scckets, fit
between the flanges [ on the sockets, formed
by punching them out from the body of the
sockets and then bending them rearwardly.
These flanges embrace and bear against the
center brace from opposite sides, and prevent
any swiveling movement of the scckets rela-
tively to the brace, forming in this respect a
practically rigid construction. - -
In the extended frame shown in Fig. 1, the
ends of the top side-rail lap over upon the up-
per ends of the end rails B, while the lower

- ends of the latter rails lap over upon the ends

of the bottom side-rail. This mode of assem-
bling the parts (which is permitted by my in-

vention) has its advantages. To fold the
frame, all that is needed is first to withdraw

~the side rail sections from their sockets,

30

which will result in dividing the frame into
halves, and then to fold together the three
parts of each half, one on top of the other, as

1ndicated in Fig. 6,—which, owing to the over-

~lapping arrangement, can be readily done.
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Thus the frame is folded compactly without

disturbing a bolt or nut, and without any

change 1 the relations of the sockets to the

center brace. On the other hand to set up
the stretcher, the operation is reversed—the

rails of each half of the frame are unfolded, -

and the ends of the side rail sections are in-

serted 1n their appropriate sockets, all of |

which can be done without the removal or

loosening or tightening of a single bolt or nut. !
- The sockets are at all times carried by the |
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center brace, and, as indicated, are adjust-
able thereon one relatively to the other, to

‘adapt them to any width of frame. In

length they do not exceed about twice the
width of the rail, so that when the two halves
of the frame are folded, and laid together, the
center brace can be packed with them. It is
customary in doing this to place the two
folded sections side by side, and to place the
center brace on top of them in which position

the sockets C on its opposite ends will not

protrude beyond the sides of the bundle.

Having described my improvement and
the best way now known to me of carrying
the same into practical effect, T state in con-
clusion that I do not limit myself strictly to
the structural details hereinbefore set forth
inasmuch as the same can be varied to some
extent without departure from the spirit of
the invention; bhut |

What I claim as new in a curtain stretcher
of the kind herein described is as follows:
1. A curtain stretcher comprising a center

hbrace; short sleeve-like sockets C secured to

and carried by the center brace, adjustable

~one to and from the other thereon, and hav-

ing each a longitudinal slot or opening on
top adjoining the inner edge; sectional side
ralls composed each of two separate and in-

dependent sections fitted and detachably

held together end to end in said sockets and
individually removable therefrom: and. end
rails adjustably secured to the side rails—as
and for the purposes hereinbefore set forth,
2. The center brace, and the sleeve-like
sockets C secured to the same and provided
with flanges [ between which the ends of the
center brace are received, substantially as
hereinbefore set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
I presence of two witnesses. -
~ HENRY E. SOUTHWORTH.
Witnesses: -
- L. WINTERBOTTOM,
JAMES O. WALKER.
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