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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, Kpwarp TeMpPLE WiLL-
SON, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of and whose post-office address is No.
1235 Watchung avenue, Plainfield, in the
county of Union and State of New Jersey,
have 1nvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Counters, of which the follow-
1ng 1s a specification.

My invention relates to counters, and par-

ticularly to counters intended and. deswned.

to be used in games such as whist, ete.

The objects of my invention are to provide
an attractive, simple, 1nexpensive, conven-
ient and effective counter, which from its
novel construction and method of operation
may be of interest also as a puzzle. T attain
these objects by the device described and
illustrated in the accompanying description
and drawings, in which like letters of refer-
ence refer to like parts throughout the re-
spective views.

Figure 1 is a front view of the complete de-
vice sho wing the projecting interlocking cor-
ners of the shield in dotted lines. Iig. 2is o
rear view of the complete device. Tig. 3 is
a front view with the shield and one of the
counter plates or ring —d— removed to show
more plainly the construction, operation and
manner of assembling the various parts. [ig.
4 is a front view of the shield., Figs. 5, 6, 7,
3 and 9 are views of the several whee s, “disks
or rings forming the counting elements or in-
dices of the device.

Heretofore in most game counters and de-
vices ol this nature it has been customary to
attach the wvarious movable parts to the
whole or to each other by pivots or other
similar means.  In my invention I eliminate
e various parts preferably
being firmly retained in relation each to each
by their resilience or elasticity, and the in-
tuloclﬂnﬂ‘ construction, the moving parts be-
ing ca,pa,ble of revolwnﬂ in the slits or open-
ings in the body of the device while held
therein. Thus, 1t will be seen, I obtain a de-
vice of compact and pleasing appearance not

easy to get out of order, and yet one that
may be e&sﬂy and qmckly taken apart for
cleaning, repair, replacement, change, or
other purpose, and without tools.

I prefer to make the device of celluloid, !
thin rubber, aluminium or other compara- |
tively thin, hard and springy material, any
particular. substance of course, not bemﬂ
material, nor need it be I‘E}Slllellt as the re-

alter the insertion of the indices.

]
i body or frame.

Referring to the ficures — 1S
1t 1s p: erced or

- talning corners or ﬂaps may be bent in place

the main
provided

- with apertures, slots or openings of varicus
snapes so arranged or dispesed as to form

TEr—— e W i —

o —¢’

shlip

will be later more particularly pointed
b— 1s a cover adapted to be Shppe(:

 flaps or similar retainine means co-oper ating
- with the portions left to secure the parts, as
out.

into

the afcresaid sl1ts or aper tures @'—a'—0"—b’

' —d’ f—f"—1n

~(

,and

18 provided ‘W"th the corners or shoulders
t— wiich bear against the back of the

body —a
1$ also prowded with o

q

rings

penings —i
tarough which the several c
c—U—e and —q¢ may

S

be seen.

and’ prevenJ its slipping out. b—
and
lisks or

One of the objects of tnis cover 1s to conceal

the counter disks or rings as well

a means of securing bhem and
whole device more secure.

‘h

malking

body —a— and the whee.
make both a pleasing and
¢— 18 a disk provided w:

! /

or slits ¢
the body —a
lower part —b'— of the shield
at the aperture —p

C

b

,asshownin Ifig. 1.

aperture —¢— in the shield b
with the aperture —p— in the body
and permits the disk —c¢— to appear.)
¢— 18 moreover held in place in the body
a— by the portions —n
whieh lie in rear of andl
ping out (see Fie. 2). 1t w1
that —e— revol

C

|
i shts —a—a’
|

center or pivot w]
of the lower part of the body

(b

as to Torm

This shield is
preferably of some different color from the
s or disks, so as to

a uselul contrast.
th suitable charac-
ters acapted to be slipped into the aportures
¢'—d’—1n the lower part of
where 1t 1s covered by the
except.
It
will be noticed on reference to Fig. 4 “Fhat the
registers

—,
DiSL

forming ﬂaps
keep 1t from
Il be observed
ves around an 1maginary
h1ich 1s preferably the center

d— 1s a ring or annular counter adaptul to

slip into the frame a— as shown in P 19,
1t1s held in the slits ¢/—a'—b"—b'— ¢/'—e'—
S — This annular counter 1s not

shown 1n Ifig. 1 as it 1s there covered by the

shield —b »:,\_e(.,pt at the aperture —s

registering with —o— m —a

1t will be

obsel‘vul th&t 1t 18 free to revolve around an
Imaginary center corresponding with the

centeI of the whole device.

V—V —y—y
3); the body -—a— being cut away in suc.

manner as to form flaps in front of the dis

dlSL &dapted to be slipped into the
" (see I1gs. 2 and
1l
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which retain it while permitting its free
revolution therein around 1ts cenmr. f— 18
a similar disk secured in a similar way but
lying in the apertures —v—v'—y—y'—ur—u’

2—2'— in rear of the flaps just mentioned,
and also in rear of the dlsk e— (see Iig. 2).
¢g— 1s an annular counter smaller ‘tlmn but
similar to, —d—, and 18 adaptod to %hp into
the slits and apex tures —b'-——b'——r—:z—, 1M
rear of the disk —e— and flaps above men-
tioned, but in front of the disk 1t
will be observed that these disks and rings
are provided with characters arranged in
such way that by the revolution of the re-
spective disks fmd rings various combina-
tions either of numbers or other characters

are secured showing through the apertures

P—P—=8—0 in the hodv a— and
shield —b—-. It will be noted, moreover,
that these rings and disks are so pl‘mul rela-

that they do not interfere with each other in
their revolutions, and that the numbers are
so disposed thereon as to permit the forming
of the combinations referred to: and also
that these rings and disks serve to support
and retain each other in co- operation with
the various flaps of the body —a—, such as
the portions or flaps —i—t—h—h—7)—7—
n—n, ete., which flaps are, of course, formed
by the P eculiar shape of the slits or aportm es.

The various disks and rings may and
preferably should be slwhﬂy 1()110110116(_ on
the back as at —o—, Ifig. 2, m order that
suflicient resistance 1113,17” e Secured to the
pressure of the finger as to permit the revo-
hution of the disk or ring in the body —«

In assembling the various members of this
device, the disks may be slightly bent and the
body —a— also bent w hen necessary, and
the flaps lifted to permit the insertion of the
disk or ring into the proper slits or openings.
Prefembly, I first insert the disk —c— then

¢e—q—f— and —d—- in the order named,
and finally place the shield —b— over qll
although this particular order need not nec-
essalllr be followed. Indeed, the interest
exclted by the endeavor to assemnble the de-
vice easily, properly and quickly is one of the
attractive features of my invention.

It may be noted that by revolving the
ring and disks —¢—f—e— various combina-
tions of numbers, or other symbols as the

‘case may be, are obtained showing through

the aperture —r—, I1g. 1, and different numn-
bers, letters or other chamctuc; may be made
to appear in the apertures —o— and —p-—,
Figs. 1 and 3, by the revelution of the ring

d— and disk —e—.

Of course, one of the principal functions
of this device is to conveniently count and
register the points of a game or series of
ocames such as bridg e—whlst and to thisend 1
preiu*ably number the disk g—— 1N consecu-
tive numbers up to 9, a hole preferably -

with an apertwn

tive to each oth(,r and to the body andshield.

855,827

cating theé zero mark. 'T'he ving —-d-— I pro-
vide with consecutive even numbers as 2, 4,
6, 8, etc., up to 30; a hole preferably mdicat-
g the zero mark. The disk ——e— is PIo-
vided with consecutive even numbers 2, 4, 6,
8 on both sides of the center line, which center
line runs through the two zero marks, one of
which may be an aperture. The di sk — f—
IS pr ovided with consecutive numbers up to 9

¢ for the zero mark, but m the
:ase of this disk the numbers are placed com-
paratively near the center so that when
placed in the body —a— m connection with
disk and ring —e— and ——¢— they will come
into proper position relative to the (hm AcLers

on —c— and g- and make the resulting
combination clear. The disk ——c¢— 15 pro-
vided preferably WLth letters in the following

order:— Starting with an aperture which m-
dicates O’ and ¢ coine to the right, follows—
W, R, L, R on each side of the center line;
the letter <O being on the dividing hine {}]_)—
posite the aperture designating 0.7

In using this device for a game counter for
bridge- ﬂlllbt the combination of numerals
formed by the disks —e f— and ring —y¢
visible in the aperture —r—, (see If]ﬂa 1 and
3) represents various pmntb secured.  The
numerals on the ring —d— shown through
the aperture —o—-, same Kigs., represent the
number of game pollltb while the letters on
the disk —e— shown through the aperture
—p—, same flgures, mndic ate respectively
the wor C“Won”— Rubber”—¢ Lost.”

It is clear that the device may be quckly
assembled or taken apart for any purpose
such as repair, change or otherwise, and 1t 18
evident that there 1s suflicient friction be-
tween the various parts to prevent uninten-
tional disarrangement of the various moving
parts while Yot permitting the necessary or
desirable manipulation, and all without any
permanent attachment.

I do not limit mysell to any par LJ cular ma-
terial, shape, color, design, arrangement or
order of characters. or other quarlm(* ation of
the whole or various parts of this device,
nor to the peculiar arrangement or relation
of the various parts or the slits or apertures
in. which they fit, as illustrated, nor to any
particular use or purpose for the device, as
whist, card or game counter, but

What T do claim and desire to protect by
Lettem Patent 1s:

. A counter, comprising a body
ont material pmwded with apertu
rality of adjustable circular mdices movably
secured 1 said apertures, said mdices heing
so arranged as to co- opomte with each other,
and a shield also fitting mto said aper fures
and provided with aper Lumb in itself, througn
which the mdices may be observed.

2. A counter consisting of a body provided
with aper tures, a plur .abht} of indices [ymge i
said apertures, a part of cach index heing ex-

of resili-
Les; a plu-
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posed m the rear, by which they may be re- | 6. A counter comprising a frame provided

volved 1n sald body, and a shield provided
with apertures through which the indices
may be observed, fitting into the apertures
of the body and securing the indices therein.

5. A counter, comprising a frame provided
with apertures extending through the same;
a plurality of adjustable plates provided with
characters and each secured in two or more
of said apertures so as to be retained in place
by the frame, and arranged so that the char-
acters thereon can be brought in such mutual

- with apertures extending through the same;

and an adjustable plate provided with char-
acters and held between the edges of the ap-
ertures by the edges of the frame.

7. I'ne combination of a frame provided

~with apertures, and a plurality of adjustable

relation as to produce various combinations

of characters. |
4. The combination of a frame provided

_ ~with apertures 1 its surface, a plurality of
with apertures extending through the same, |
-and a plurality of adjustable indices held be-

tween the edges of the apertures and over-

lapped by the remaining portions of the

frame.

with apertures, a plurality of adjustable in-
dices movably retained therein by the re-

maining portions of the frame, parts of which °
~indices are exposed in the front and parts of
which are exposed in the rear for the purpose

of rotation.

indices retained in said apertures and over-
lapped by adjacent portions of the frame.

8. The combination of a frame provided
with apertures, a plurality of adjustable in-
cices held therein, a part of each index being
In front and a part in rear of the frame.

9. The combination of a frame provided

adjustable mdices larger than the apertures,
the outside edges of which bear against the
inside edges of the apertures and lie partly in

rear and partly in front of adjacent portions
- of the frame.
5. The combination of a body provided

Signed at city of New York in the county
of New York and State of New York this 20
clay of September A. D. 1906. |
EDWARD TEMPLE WILLSON.
Witnesses: ,

Hexry S. ReyxNoLps, -
Axva R. BENNETT.

3

30

35



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

