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Lo all wivem it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, McDurrer Brab-
FORD, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Nocona, in the county of Montague and
State of Texas, have invented certain new

~and useful Improvements in Water-Closet
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Attachments, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to outhouses espe-
cially designed for reception of excrement

and devord of running water to carry off effete

matter and has for its object to confine the
odors and vapors when the closet is not in
use.

The 1nvention contemplates closures
mounted to swing and normally extending
over the pit so as to prevent rising of odors
therefrom into the surrounding air and com-
bining with such closures, means for opening
the same when the closet is in use, the weight
of the person being  utilized as means for
opening the closures and holding the same
open during the occupancy of the seat.

For a full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction and
the means for effecting the result, reference is
to be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings.

While the mvention may be adapted to
different forms and conditions by changes in
the structure and minor details without de-
parting from the spirit or essential features
thereof, still the preferred embodiment is
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which; -

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a closet
embodying the invention. Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse section showing the manner of oper-
ating one of the wings of the closure. Fig. 3
18 a sectional view taken at-a right angle to
Kig. 2 showing one of the operating bars in
full.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1 the following description and indicated

~1n all the views of the drawings by the same
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relerence characters.

The frame 1 of the closet is of box form
and 1s provided at the top with the usual
seat and is supplied at or near its lower end
with a closure which in the present instance
consists of two wings 2 which are hinged at

their outer edges and adapted to swing up- |

ward at their inner edges, said wings closing
downward upon a shoulder 3 formed by

| The 1nner ends of the wings 2 either overlap

shehtly or come close together so that when
the wings are closed the odors are entirely
confined.

For actuating the wings an operating bar 4
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1s provided for each of said wings, each of said

bars being pivoted at 5 and the bars being
arranged adjacent to the hinged edges of the
respective wings. The long arm of the oper-

ating bar projects inward whereas the short

arm extends outward and projects a short
distance from the front of the frame 1 to be

pressed upon when it is required to open the
closure. '
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A bell crank 6 is loosely connected to the

mner end of each operating bar. The short
arm of the bell crank inclines upwardly and
1s adapted to engage with a wing at some dis-
tance from its hinged edge whereas the other
or Jong arm inclines upwardly to engage with
a portion of the frame. Upon operating the
bar 4 the long arm of the bell crank rides
upon the frame and ismoved into an approxi-
mate vertical position thereby turning th

bell crank upon its pivotal connection with
the operating bar and throwing the outer end

of the short arm inward with the result that

the wing in engagement with the short arm
of the bell crank is thrown open so as to-ad-
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mit of excrement having unobstructed pas-

sage mto the pit when the closet is in use.
A spring 7 normally holds the operating
bars in a given position thereby supplement-

g the action of the wings in their tendency
The

to close when relieved from pressure.
spring 7 1s attached at a central point to the
frame 1 and its opposite ends engage un-
der the projecting ends of the bars 4 so as to
exert an upward pressure thereon. A pres-
sure bar 8 extends along the front of the frame
1 and projects a short distance above the
seat so as to be engaged when the seat is oc-
cupled, with the result that the wings are
thrown open. | |

The pressure bar has a pendent member 9
at each end, the same being mounted in keep-

i ers 10 to move freely therein, the lower ends

of the pendent members resting upon the
projecting ends of the operating bars 4. In
the preferable construction, the pressure bar
8 and pendent members 9 are parts of a stout
wire, rod or bar having its end portions bent
in the same direction to provide an operating
frame of approximately U-form.

In adapting the invention to a closet the

strips attached to the side walls of the frame. | parts are so arranged that when the seat is
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occupiled, downward pressure is exerted upon
the bar 8 of the U-shaped frame, said pres-
sure being directed upon the outer ends ot

the operating bars 4, with the result that .

their inner ends are thrown upward to elfect
opening of the wings so as to give unobstruct-
ed passage for matter without lodgment of
the same upon the closure and fouling of
same.

Having thus described the invention, what

" is claimed as new 1s:
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1. In a closet attachment, the combina-
tion of a closure, a pivoted operating bar for
actuating said closure, a pressure bar for ac-
tuating said operating bar when the seat of
the closet is occupied, and a bell crank piv-
oted to said operating bar and having one
arm arranged to effect opening of the closure
and the other arm normally inclined and

20 adapted to ride upon a portion of the frame
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when thé operating bar is moved, to effect
turning of the bell crank upon the operating
bar stmultaneously with movement of said
bar. |

2. In a closet attachment, the combina-
tion of a closure comprising a pair of wings,
an operating bar for each wing pivoted be-
tween its ends and having a projecting por-
tion, and a U-shaped frame having its vert:-
cal members in contact with the projecting
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ends of the operating bars and havingits hori-

zontal member arranged to be pressed upon
by the occupant of the closet seat to eﬁpect
opening of the said wings. .
In testimony whereof I athx my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
McDUFFEE BRADFORD.
Witnesses: -
ErxesT BoxND,
M. K. BoxNEgLs.
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