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‘sure on all parts of the skin. |
The device 1s1llustrated in the accompany--
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To all whom Tt may concerr:

Be it known that I, Apam F. HErTIG, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, 1n the county of lissex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements 1n Leather-Splitting Ma-
chines; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification. |

Thisinvention relates to an attachment for
leather splitting machines that is designed to
keep the skins or the leather flat on the table
of the machine, so that it will not wrinkle or
buckle as it passes between the rolls of the
machine. | o

The device or attachment is arranged so
that it can be quickly manipulated to allow
the 1nsertion of a fresh hide to be split and
quickly replaced on the leather.

The attachment embodies arms or fingers
that tend to spread the leather out evenly,
and 1t-also i1s designed to give an even pres-

ing drawings, in which
Figure 1 1s a side view of the attachment

adjacent to a leather splitting machine, the

machine being shown in section. TFig. 2 1s a
plan of the attachment broken away to omit
the supports, and Fig. 3 1s a face view with
the holding arms released or drawn away
from the leather. Fig. 4 isa view of a detail
of construction. |

I show 1n Fig. 1, a conventional type of
leather splitting machine provided with the
rolls 10, and having a knife suitably arranged
between them to do the splitting. A hide or
skin 11 1s placed on the table 12, and on this
table the spreading or flattening is done. Set
back a suitable distance from the machine
are the upright supports 13, and a hinge 14,
on each support 13, pivotally secures a bar

15, and these bars normally ride up away

from the table 12, by reason of the cords or

ropes 16 that pass over a pulley 17 and sus-
pend the weight 18. The apparatus for op-
erating the bars consists of a plate 19 which
has a series of periorations 20, and one of the
perforations can be fitted over a peg 21 on
the top of the center bar 15. This plate 19

~ 1s operated by means of the handle 22 and it

1s secured at its other end to a cord or rope 23
‘passing over a pulley 24, and then running
down over another pulley 25, and then being
secured to the adjusting means 26 whieh in
turn connects with the spring 27, attached to
the under side of the center bar 15. It will
thus be seen that a pull on the handle 22 will
pull down the center bar 15. Suitably dis-
posed on and attached to the rope 23 is a pul-
ley 28 and running over this pulley and down
on both sides, and then over the two pulleys
28 1s a rope 29, this rope then passing on
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either side over the pulleys 30, and then ex-

tending up and being connected to the flank-
ing bars 15 by the adjusting means 26 and
the springs 27. |

In Fig. 3 the bars 15 are shown up, and
the pulley 28 1s illustrated in its relaxed or
low position, and in Fig. 1 it is shown drawn

up to pull the bars 15 downward. This struc-.

ture provides for a uniform movement of the
three bars 15 and an equalization of the ap-
plication of the pressure of the bars toward
the table 12.  On the free ends of the bars 15
are suitably arranged strips or fingers 33,
these fingers being arranged to diverge to-
ward the machine so that the skin or leather
being pressed by the fingers, when passing
toward the machine, is stretched laterally
so as to prevent any bulges or wrinkles in its
surtace. To adapt the bars 15, to different
heights of machine tables 12, I fix the hinges
14 on plates 32 that are provided with the
slots 34 and the bolts 35 passing through the
supports 13 adjustably hold the plate 32
with the hinges. .

It will be seen that this attachment em-
bodies an easily and quickly operated smooth
ing apparatus, and one that can be quickly
raised and lowered to provide for the inser-
tion of a new hide or skin. The pulleys 30
and the pulley 25 can be detachably secured
by means of the snap hooks 31 so that the
machine can be quickly dismantled if neces-
sary. 'The adjusting means 26 are prefer-
ably made as shown, comprising a strap and
buckle.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim 1s:— -

1. An attachment for leather splitting ma-
chines, comprising suitable supports, a se-
ries of bars hinged to the supports, and fin-
gers on the ends of the bars arranged to di-

verge irom the center and away from the

supports. |
2. An attachment for leather splitting ma-
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chines, comprising suitable supports, a se-

" ries of bars hinged to the supports, diverging
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fingers on the bars, and means to normally
draw the hinged bars upward.

3. An attachment for leather splitting ma- |

chines, comprising suitable supports, a se-
ries of bars hinged on the supports, diverging
fingers on the ends of the bars and arranged
to engage the table of the leather splitting
machine, and means on one of the bars to
throw the bars downward, and means for
pulling the bars upward when released.

4. An attachment for leather splitting ma-
chines comprising suitable supports, a se-
ries of bars hinged to the supports, diverging
fingers on their free ends, ropes attached to
the under sides of the bars, pilleys on the
supports and the bars over which the ropes
pass, means on one of the bars attached to
the top for operating the rope, and means

for drawing the bars upward when the oper-

ating means is released.

5. An attachment for leather splitting ma-
chines comprising a series of supports, bars
arranged on the supports, diverging fingers
on the free ends of the bars and adapted to
engage the table of a leather splitting ma-
chine, means for normally withdrawing the
bars from the machine, means on one of the
bars for actuating all the bars, and an elastic
connection between the operating means

and the bars.
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6. An attachment for leather splitting ma-
chines comprising a series of supports, bars

hinged to the supports, fingers on the free

ends of the bars and diverging toward the
machine, means for simultaneously operat-
ing the bars to bring the fingers in engage-
ment with the table of the machine, an elas-
tic connection between the operating means
and the bars, and means for withdrawing
the bars from the machine when the operat-
ing means is released. - _

7. An attachment for leather sphtting ma-
chines comprising suitable supports, bars ar-
ranged to be pressed down on the table of a
leather splitting machine, and members fixed
on the bars to cause the leather to be stretched
toward 1ts edges. .

8. An attachment for leather splitting ma-
chines comprising bars to be yieldingly

forced down on a table of a leather sphtting

machine, and stationary fingers arranged at

an angle on the bars for exerting a lateral

pressure on material moving on the table ol
the machine.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing, 1
have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of

April 1906.
_ _ ADAM F. HERTIG.
Witnesses:
E. A. PeL1,
Ww. H. CAMFIELD.
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