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Yo all telvony it nuly coneerm:
Be 1t known that I, JAmMES V. REID, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Clarion,

in the county of Clarion and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Key-Rings, of which
the following is a specification. |

My invention relates to key-rings and has
for its object to provide a key-ring having a
secure closing means for the aperture thereot
which will be at the same time simple, inex-
pensive and conveniently operated.

A further object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide a single key-ring or holder adapted to
hold certain keys separate and apart ifrom
the others.

My invention consists in certain novel
construction and arrange-
ment of parts whereby the combination of
the two kev holding and separating parts
provides a location for the keeper between
them where it will not be acted upon by the
keys or other influences liable to disturb the
action of said keeper and its functions, as
will be more fully set out hereinaiter.

In the accompanying drawings which form
part of this specification: Figure 1 1s a view of
my improved key-ring showing the sleeve or
keeper locked in position. Fig. 2 1s a stmilar
view showing the keeper opened for the in-
sertion or removal of keys.  Fig. 3 1s a view
of the key-ring with the keeper entirely re-
moved. [ig. 4 is a longitudinal section
through the key-ring at the keeper. FKig. 5

is a modified form of the key-ring.

Referring again to the drawings for a de-
tailed description of my invention: The con-
tinuous wire or rod 1 1s bent to form the two
ring portions @ and b and the central dividing
shank or support 2 for the sleeve or keeper 3.
The keeper 3 consists of a-sleeve which em-
braces the shank 2 and 1s slidable thereon
and adapted to embrace the ends 4 and close
the aperture 5 when in the position shown in
Fig. 1, and to slide clear of said aperture to
the position shown in Fig. 2 when moved in
the opposite direction. The two ends 4 are
bent in and are adjacent and parallel for a
short distance substantially as shown, so as
to leave a space 5 between sald ends 4 and
the end of the shank 2. A resilient catch

arm 6 is secured at one end between the par-

' allel sides of the shank 2 and has a catch lug

7 to engage and lock the keeper or sleeve 3
when sald keeper 1s In engagement with the
ends 4. Slight kinks 8 mn the wire 1 bring

| the sides of the shank 2 together near the cir-

cumference of the ring to prevent the keys
working around between the parallel sides of
the shank 2 and avoid the possible conse-
quent interference of the keys with the catch
lug 7.

Tn the modified form shown in Fig. 5, the
catch lug 7¢ engages with an opening in the
keeper and being thus situated, away irom
the possible action of the keys, the kinks §
may be dispensed with.

Depressing the catch lug permits the
keeper to be pushed back from engagement
with the ends 4 and exposes the aperture 5
for the purpose of entering the keys upon the
ring at either side. .

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as novel and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent of the United States:—

1. In a key-ring, the combination of a sub-
stantially ring shaped wire having inturned
ends adjacent to each other, an 1nturned
shank portion opposite to sald ends and par-
tially bi-secting said ring, a slidable keeper
embracing said shank and adapted to com-
plete the bi-secting of said ring and engage
the aforesaid inturned ends, and a spring
catch to lock said keeper, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

2. In a key-ring, the combination of a sub-
stantially ring-shaped wire having its ends
adjacent to each other, an inturned shank
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portion opposite to said ends and partially -

bi-secting said ring, and inclosing an elon-
oated space within said shank portion sub-
stantially closed at both ends, a spring catch
within the elongated space in said shank por-
tion, and a sleeve embracing said shank and
adapted to slide thereon to complete the bi-
secting of said ring and engage the aforesaid
inturned ends, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. - |

L

In testimony whereof 1 have aflixed my
signature in presence ol two witnesses.

JAMES V. RELD.
Witnesses:

S. K. CLARKE,
M. D. HuLings.
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