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Lo all wwhom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ALFRED ANDERSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Min-
neapolis, 1n the county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Guards for

Switch-Frogs, Guard-Rails, or the Like, of

which the following is a specification.

~The object of this invention is to provide a
novel form of guard particularly designed for
application to switch frogs, and intended as a
substitute for the filling block commonly em-
ployed to occupy the space between diverg-
Ing or spaced rails and to prevent hikelihood
of a foot being caught between the rails and
subsequent accident.

In carrying out the invention it is con-

templated to substitute a metal guard device
for the wooden blocks employed in the man-
ner above noted the invention being suscepti-
ble of application to the spaces between di-
vergent rails, between main rails and guard
rails, or Iin any similar capacity.

For a tull description of the mmvention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of
the means for efl
1s to be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal sectional

view of a guard embodying the invention.
Fig. 2 1s a transverse sectional view showing
the invention apphed to a switch frog and
held 1n position by the ties of the road bed.
ig. 3 1s a transverse sectional view of the
guard alone. Fig. 41is a bottom plan view of
the guard. |

Corresponding and like parts are referred

to in the following description and indicated

in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

Specifically describing the invention the
substitute for the usual guard or filling block
employed 1m the manner herein premised
consists mainly of a longitudinal body com-
prising a plate 1, the longitudinal edge por-
tions of which are bent downwardly to form
flanges 2, one end of which is similarly bent
to form an end flange 6.
signed to fit in the space between adjacent
ralls, whether divergent or parallel, in the

broad scope of the invention, when in opera~

| tive position. The end

t with the under side of the guard. The

ecting the result, reference

The guard 11s de- |
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engages over the basal portions of the adja-
cent rails and the device fits snugly against
the webs of the rails being held from the ver-
tical displacement by the ball or top portions
of the latter. When the device 1s applied to

switch frogs or in similar capacity it will be

understood that the body thereof will taper
toward one end so as to snugly fit in the con-
verging space between switch rails. To se-
cure the guard in position between the rails
an attaching member therefor is applied to 1ts
under side and consists of a bar 3, the upper
edee portion of which is formed with a lat-
eral flange 4 1n contact throughout i1ts length
ange
4 1s Tormed at its ends with extensions 5 pasbs-
ing through end flanges 6 of the guard 1 and
bent over to engage the upper portion of the
body guard. The extensions 5 secure the

bar 4, and the guard and the lower edge of

the bar 1s serrated, toothed, or notched,
throughout its length to form a roughened

engaging surtace indicated at 7. The sur-

face 7 is adapted to engage the upper sides of
the ties of the road bed supporting the rails,

and the engaging action of the bar 4 is such

that when said bar is once driven into posi-

tion between the rails 8 1t will be firmly held
i sald position and prevented from longitu-
dinal movement by the engagement of the
serrations or surface 7 with the ties. |
Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new is: .
1. A guard of the class described, compris-

ange 6 of the guard
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Ing a body plate, and means including a

toothed engaging surface for said body plate
to hold the guard in operative position be-
tween adjacent rails of a railway track.

2. A guard for filling the space between ad-
Jacent rails of a railway track consisting of a

body plate, and a longitudinal bar applied to

said plate and projected from its under side,
sald longitudinal bar being toothed so as to
engage with the ties of a road bed. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED ANDERSON. [L.s]

Witnesses:

GEORGE SCHAIBLE,
L. B. PrEsTON.
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