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To all whom it may concern: .
Be it known that I, WiLriam J. ConNELL,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at

Huntington, in the county of Cabell and
State of West Virginia, have invented new

-~ and useful Improvements in Check-Holders
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for Mine-Cars, of which the following is a
specification. ,
In the operation of mining coal or the like

1t 1s the practice to load the mine car and

have the miner performing this duty to intro-
duceinto a suitable receptacle or holder on the
car an 1dentification check, which is removed
by the superintendent or foreman when the
car 1s dumped and retained by him for use
1n adjusting the accounts of the miners who
are paid so much per load as disclosed by the
total number of identification checks held to
the credit of each miner at the end of a de-
termined period of time. Under present con-
ditions and owing to imperfections in the
construction of the check holders or recep-

tacles now in use, it is possible for dishonest.

persons to remove from the holders, during
transit of the cars, the checks contained
therein and to substitute therefor checks of
their own and through such substitution to
fraudulently obtain credit for having loaded
the cars in question.

The present invention relates to check
holders for mine cars and has for its objects

to produce a comparatively simple, inex-

pensive device of this character wherein pos-
sibility of the check being removed or tam-
pered with during transit of the car is wholly
obviated, thus preventing the fraudulent
substitution of one check for another, and
one in which the check will, when the car is

dumped, be automatically delivered from .

the holder.
A further object of the invention is to pro-

~ vide a device of this character which may be
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readily reversed in use to accord with the
direction of travel of the car, one from which
the check may after delivery be conveniently
released, and one wherein liability of the
holder becoming choked with dust or the
like 1s overcome. ' |

With these and other objects in view, the
Imvention comprises the novel features of
construction and combination of parts more
fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1

- Oopening or mout

1s a side elevation of a mining car having my

improved holder applied thereto, Fig. 21is a
side elevation on a larger scale of the holder.
Fig. 3 is a detail view of one member of the
holder. Kig. 4 is a similar view of the other
member of the holder. Fig. 5 1s a longitu-
dinal section taken centrally through the
holder on the line 5—>5 of Fig. 2. Fig. 6is a
detall view of the base member.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
base pilece adapted for attachment to the

side wall of the car 2 and to which the

improved holder 3 is in turn attached by
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means of fastening members or screws 4, -

1t being understood in this connection that
the car, whichisconventionally shown herein,
may be of any appropriate construction.
‘The holder 3 forming the subject-matter
of the present invention includes in its or-

‘ganization an outer member or plate 5 pro-

vided with projecting perforated ears 6 to
recelve the fastening members 4 and having
a laterally extending marginal flange or wall
7 bounding the normally rear end and side
edges of the member, the side portions of
sald wall being arranged to converge from
their rear toward their forward ends and
terminated short of the forward extremity
of the member 5, thus to form on the latter

a forwardly projecting portion or extension

8, while formed through the flange 7 adja-
cent the rear end of the member 5 are dust
escape openings 9 and in the member or
plate a pair of sight openings 10. The
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holder 3 further comprises an inner mem-

ber or plate 11 formed to fit loosely and for
shight transverse play within the member

90.

5 and having a forwardly projecting portion

or head 12 provided at its forward end with
an arcuate flange 13 and with finger pieces
or ears 14, there being formed in the front
face of the member 11, the portion 12 of
which 1s provided on its rear face and at its
forward end with a bearing lug or projection
15, a plurality of grooves or channels 16
forming intervening ribs 17 and adapted to
convey dust or the like to the rear end of the
member for escape through the (for the time
being) lower discharge opening 9, while pro-
Jecting from the front face of member 11 is
a pair of forward bearing lugs 18 disposed
respectively at opposite sides of the entrance

] ﬁ of the receptacle and a
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- rear bearing lug 19 formed at the rear end of |
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the member and serving in conjunction with
the lugs 18 to maintain the same in proper
spaced relation to the member 5.

The base member or piece 1 1s provided

as seen 1n Kig. 6 with a pair of transversely
extending sockets or recesses 20 which are
identical in form and either of which may

recelve the lug or extension 15 and a nor-

mally ex anded spring 21 designed: to act

upon said lug for tilting the forward portion

of the member 11 downward In -a vertical
direction, as seen 1in Iig. 2
which will presently appear 1t being noted
in this connection that owing to the Provi-
sion of a
propriately spaced relatively the holder 3
may be conveniently reversed endwise on
the base piece 1 to accord with the direction
of travel of the car. It will be observed 1n
this connection that when the holder is dis-

posed to accord with travel of the car in

one direction the dust will be discharged
through the, for the time being, lower opening
9 and the check may be viewed through the

- lower sight opening 10, while reversal of the

30

35

40

.45

holder will bring the other discharge opening
9 and sight opening 10 into play.
In practice, when the parts of the holder

are assembied the plate 5 1s seated over the

plate 11, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and the

holder attached to the base plece 1 by means
of the fastening members 4 entered into the

perforated ears 6, attention being directed
to the fact that the plates will be m%mta,lned
n spaced relation, as illustrated in Fig. 5,
by means of the be&rmﬂ lugs 18 and 19
lying 1n contact with the inner face of the
member 5, thus producing a compartment
for the receptwn of an identification check
not shown, and further that owing to the
side por tions of the flange 7 converging from
the rear toward the forward end of the holder
the compartment 1s formed with a reduced
mouth through which the check 1s intro-

~ duced into or dlSCh&I’G'ed trom the holder:

In the use of the dewce after the car has

- been filled and before startmﬂ‘ to 1ts destina-
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tion, the one who loaded the car introduces
into the holder 3 a check bearing his name
and number, 1t being understood that the
miners are all pmwﬁed with such checks.
After the check has been once inserted 1t is
practically 1mp0881ble to remove the same
for replacement by another check during
transit of the car, thus obviating fraudulent

substitution of the check of one miner for

that of another. When the car reaches the

tipple and its contents are discharged for-
ward tilting of the car will cause the check |
to roll outward through the mouth of the

holder, whereupon it will lodge between the,

for the time being, lower end of the flange 13
and a bearmg portion or lug 22 formed- on |

2, and for a purpose

pair of sockets 20 which are ap-
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the initer face of the extension 8 and be thus
held i suspension, it being understood that

final release of the check is eﬁemed by en-

gaging the lowermost finger piece 14 and

moving the forward end of member 11 up--

W ard 1n the direction indicated by the Arrow

in Fig. 2 and against the action of spring 21.

It 1s to be observed that the extension 18
constitutes a ouard which overlies the
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mouth of the holder to prevent the introduc-

tion of an imstrument for extracting the
check, which when in position may be viewed

Lhrough the lowermost opening 10, and fur-
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ther that dust or the like on entermcr the

holder will settle in the grooves 16 for dis-
charge, as heretofore explamed ‘while the
check wﬂl rest upon and travel on the ribs 17
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being thus maintained out of contact with the .

dust which setiles in the holder.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim is:

1. A check holder for MINING CATrS comprls-
ing a pair of codperating rembers disposed
n Sp&(}(-‘d relation to prowde a check receiv-
1ing compartment having a discharge mouth,
one of said members bemn relatwely MOV-

| able, and. check retaining means provided on

the holder beyond the dlSChELI‘G‘B mouth, said

go

movable member being opelable to release'

the check.

2. A check holder for mining cars having
a check recelving compartment prowded
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with a reduced discharge mouth, a movable

head disposed In said mouth and check en-
oagIng portlons provided on the holder, one

of said portions being movable with the head
to release the check.

3. A check holder for mining cars com-

prising a pair of members spaced to produce
a compartment, one of said members being

| movable relative to the other and an exten—-

sion provided on the movable member be-
yond the discharge end of the compartment
and having a check engaging portion.

4. A device of the class described com—~

prising a base piece having a socket, an inner
plate movably arranged on the base and hav-
ing a bearing lug disposed in said socket, an
outer plate atmched to the base and main-

tained in spaced relation: to the inner plate to
form a check receiving compartment hav-

ing a discharge mouth an extension on the
outer plate formmg a shield for said mouth,
a check engaging portion provided on the in-
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ner plate beyond the discharge mouth, and a

spring disposed in the socket to act on the
bearing lug for maintaining the engaging
portlon normaﬂy N engaging p051t101:1
In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM J. CONNIELI..
Witnesses:
M. B. HENDERSON,
J. R. HENDERSON.
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