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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, KArL J. JoHANSSON,

“having declared my intention to become a
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citizen of the United States, residing in the

city of Seattle, county of King, State of

‘Washington, have invented a certain new

and useful Improvement in Life-Presérvers,
of which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had therein to the accompanying |

drawings .

The invention consists in a peculiar con-

struction of a life preserver, comprising a
number of closed air-tight metallic vessels
attached together with canvas cloth in a belt

form, so that the life preserver is adapted to

encircle the body, and provided with shoul-

 der straps and with means for attaching the
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- sels Figure 3 of copper or other metals
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belt on the body. = L

The construction is designed to make 2
lite preserver that can be placed on the body
of any individual person that can be buckled

on and around the body, and held in its posi-
tion by means of shoulder straps d, and a
strap ¢ encirching the body, and a strap e
fastened over the breast of the person.
This life preserver never absorbs any wa-
ter, except the small quantity absorbed by
the canvas, nor becomes heavier after being
thrown in the water and will therefore carry
more dead weight than belts made out of
material that absorbs water. -
- L obtain this result by making metallic ves-
_ pre-
pared so that they willnot rust; these metallic
vessels are made in sizes twelve inches long by
1ve inches wide by two inches deep, made air-
tight with rounded corners to prevent them

irom wearing the canvas; each of these me-
tallic vessels will carry four pounds dead |
welght when in the water, I then attach these
-metallic vessels together with canvas, sewing
each vessel into canvas so that the metallic

vessels will not rub together. 1generally use
eight of these metallic vessels for each belt,

which will carry thirty-two pounds dead

weight; 1 can either add to or take from the
number; I sew a heavy cloth strap ¢ from end
to end on the outside of the belt thus con-
structed of these metallic vessels, I let the
ends of this strap extend sufficiently over
each end of the belt so that I can buckle the
belt around the body by means of this strap;
I fasten shoulder straps d on the upper edge
of the belt by means of which a strap 1s
placed over each shoulder, and I fasten the

sels ¢ to hold

1 above the upper edge of the belt on the back

by crossing these straps and attaching them
together, and a small strap e a short distance
from the upper edge of the belt in the front,
by means of which the front parts of the
shoulder straps can be connected.

By thus arranging the belt I produce a life
preserver that will never sink or become wet
or heavy in the water, no matter how long it
remains in the water, and has more carrying
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power than any other life preserver hereto- -

fore made. | -
 In the drawings, Fig. 1 is a perspec-
tive view of my

and showing the shoulder strap and the

| strap used to fasten the life preserver around
‘the body. Fig. 21is a perspective view of m

_ improved life preserver,
seen from 1ts back, showing it standing ar-
‘ranged 1n circle form, the front being open
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improved life preserver laid on its side

doubled up for storing, exposing the strap

used to fasten the preserver around the body. |
Fig. 3 1s the top projection of the metallic
30

vessel. If1g. 4 1s the front projection of the

metallic vessel. And Fig. 5 is the end pro-

Jection of the metallic vessels. -

. a 18 one of the metallic vessels covered |

| with canvas and fastened together in shape

of & belt. - .
b 1s the seam where the canvas is sewed

gether and preventing them from rubbing

together. ]
¢ 1s the strap fastene ‘

the canvas or belt, and is used for buckling

the life preserver around the body.

@ are the shoulder straps. - -

e 1s.a strap used to connect the front

together between each of the metallic ves-
the metallic vessels to-

Tastened to the outside of
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parts of the shoulder straps over the breast

when the life preserver is in use.

~ f is the seam where the whole Iength'..

1s sewed together. |

of the canvas covering the metallic vessels
| - 100
The parts thus constructed, their opera-

tion 1s as
Fig. 1 sufl
straps d over the shoulder, button or buckle
the strap e to connect the front part of the

follows: Laft the life preserver

shoulder straps d, buckle the life preserver

clent height to place the shoulder

oz

to the body, by means of the strap ¢, under

the arms of the person. N |
What I claim as my invention is—

1. A life preserver comprising a belt

made of canvas and having pockets formed

shoulder straps together a -short distance | therein, a belt strap secured to and encir-
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2.

cling the belt provided with a buckle, metal-
ic foa,ts arranged 1 1 the pockets, Sald floats
“being rect anﬁ'uler 1N ferm Wlth rounded-

corner edges and made of non=corrosive ma-

terial, there being seams provided between
the pockets to prevent friction between the
loats, shoulder straps secured to the upper
edge of the belt near the central portion

and at the ends thereof, the straps crossing
in the back and Seeured together at the
point of crossing, a breast strap secured to
one of the shoulder straps near the front
end thereof and having detachable connec-
tion with the other shoulder strap.

2. A life preserver comprising a canvas

belt formed with pockets therein, the longi-

- tudinal edges of the fabric bemﬂ* stitched

2Q

along the upper edge, a strap Seeured to and
enelrelmﬂ* the belt prowded with a buckle,
copper floats arranged 1In the pockets smd

to prevent friction between the {]
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floats bemo* rectangular in form having
round corner edges, the belt formed with
flat portions and seams between the pockets
oats, crossed

shoulder straps secured to the upper edge

near the middle of the belt and secured to-

oether at their point of crossing, the front
ends of the straps secured near the ends of
the belt, a breast strap secured to one of
the shoulder
a detachable fastening for securing the op-
posite end of the breaet strap to the other,
shoulder strap.
In testimony whereof I have signed this
Spemﬁeatlon 11 presence of the SIleGI‘lblIlﬂ‘ 25

Wltnesses
| KARL-' J. dJ OHANSSON. -
- Witnesses: ) - |
| LENA VISTA

RUSSELL R. FARRELL

r straps near its front end, and 30
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