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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ANDREW MoMULLEN, OF WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT.

DEVICE FOR COVERING GRAVES.

No. 854,833.

Specification of Letters Patent. =~ Patented May 28, 1907,

Application filed February 4,1907, _Serial No. 355,661,

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ANDREW MocMULLEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Westport, county of Fairfield, State of Con-

necticut, have invented a new and useful

Device for Covering Graves, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention has for its object to provide
a device for use at interments, that will con-
ceal the box which receives the casket and
when the box with the casket therein is

lowered into the grave will automatically

cover and wholly conceal the grave,
With this object in view I have invented
the novel grave covering device, of which the

Tollowing description in connection with the

- accompanying drawings is a specification,

20

reference characters being used to indicate
the several parts: . B
Figure 1 1s a side elevation partly broken

- away, lllustrating my novel covering device
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dotted lines; Fig. 2% a detai
1ng the detachable connection of the end
Irames to the side frames; Fig. 3 an end

as 1n use, a box, indicated by dotted lines,
being lowered to a position in which it en-

gages the closing rod; Fig. 2 a plan view |

corresponding with Fig. 1, a partly collapsed
position of the base frame being indicated by

_ V1eW,
the covering device being shown in full lines
1in the position it occupies before the box is
lowered, and the box being shown in dotted

lines lowered to a position in which it en-

gages the closing rod and also in dotted lines
at the bottom of a grave, and the cover being
shown in dotted lines in the fully closed po-
sition; and Fig. 32 is a detail view illustrat-
ing the detachable connection of one of the
closing rod arms to the end frame. .

10 denotes the base frame, 11 side frames | ._ €S :
to correspond in size- with the side frames
and the end frames and are detachably se-

and 12 the end frames. In order that the
device when not in use and for transportation
may be packed mmto very small compass, I
make the side strips of the base frame and

the side frames in two parts, make the ends |

frames detachable, pivot the end strips of the
base frame to the side strips thereof and pro-

~ vide the end strips with joints at their mid-

55

lenlgth, thus making the base frame collap-
sible. ' - '

13 and 14 denote the parts of the side
strips of the base frame which is use are
rigidly secured together by removable bolts
or by a clip 15 which may be provided with a
set screw 34. - | |
- 16 denotes the end strips of the base

view lustrat-

1s not of the essence of the imvention.

frame which are pivoted to the ends of the

side strips thereof and are provided with

joints 17 at their mid-length so that the base
irame carrying the side frames with it may

be closed together by folding the end strips,
as 1ndicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2.

The side frames comprise upper strips 18,

lower strips 19 and vertical strips 20. In
practice, for the sake of compactness, strips
18 and 19 are made in two parts which are se-
cured together by clips or by removable

‘bolts, as indicated at 21 in Figs. 1 and 2.

The side frames are co;unect:c‘ad to. the base
frame by means of spring hinges 22 which

are shown as set upon brackets 23 rigidly se-

cured to the side strips of the base frame.
These hinges are ordinary stop spring hinges

position, as in full lines in the drawings, the
himges themselves stopping the framesirom

6o
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and act to hold the side frame in the raised

75

being swung further outward and the closing

~movement of the frames being against the

power of the springs. o _

‘The end frames are made from a single
strip of metal bent to form three sides of a
rectangle. In order that theymaybe readily

attached to and detached from the side

frames and will be rigid when in place, I pro-

vide feet 24 at the ends of the strip and pro-

30
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vide the feet with recesses 25 which receive
the bolts 26 by which vertical strips 20 are .

“attached to upper and lower strips 18 and 19
The end frames may be

of the side frames.
readily removed by loosening these bolts and
rigidly locked to the side fraimes by tighten-
g up the bolts. In the raised position, the

1nner ends of the end frames lap past each

other, and when moving to the closed posi-
tion they pass each other freely. -
27 denotes cover frames which are made

cured thereto in any suitable manner as by
hinged catches 28. _ _
to the upper and lower strips of the side and

“end frames and are made wide enough so that,
| when closed down to place they will inclose

These catches are hinged

9%
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10Q

the side orend frame and also the correspond- '

g cover frame thereby securing the latterin
place. The construction of the coverframes

The

105

frame proper is made of licht metal and cor-

responds in size with the frame to which it is

to be attached. This frame is covered with

wire netting or other suitable material to

11O

which evergreens or flowers are secured by



<

wiring, thus maliing of the outer sides of the

“side and end frames a solid mass of ever-

i0
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greens or flowers. The covering of ever-
greens or flowers upon frames 27 is indicated
by 33. In the drawings, I have shown the
coverings upon the side frames as ex-
tending below the frames themselves so as to
cover the space between the frames and the
ground. The coverings upon the end frames
may likewise be extended to the ground.

TI'he closing of the frames over graves when
the box i1s lowered is effected by means of a
closing rod 29 at one end of the device. This
closing rod is made in two parts so as to be
extensible. These parts are held together
by means of clips 15, one or both of which
are provided with set screws 34 to lock the
parts in place after adjustment. At the
lower end of the closing rod is an angle piece
30 which projects into the path of a descend-
Ing box, as clearly indicated in Iig. 1.

31 denotes arms pivoted to the upper end
of the closing rod and provided at their upper
ends with downwardly inclined slots 35 to
adapt the upper ends of the arms to be de-
tachably engaged with pins 32 on the re-
spective inner ends of the upper strips of the
end frames, see Fig. 3* In conmnection with
Fig. 3.

My novel covering device is adapted for
use under all of the ordinary conditions of
interment. If the box 1s placed in the grave
and the casket lowered into 1t, the closing of
the covering device would be effected by the
lowering of the casket. 1t makes no differ-
ence whether the box or casket is lowered by
means of straps or by means of a mechanical

lowering device.. Ordinarily the box is sup-
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ported by cross pieces over the grave, where
1t 1s inclosed and concealed by the covering
device. The casket is placed 1n the box
which 1s then closed and lowered into the
orave. In adjusting the closing rod to a
orave, the set screw 34 in the clip 1s loosened
and the rod adjusted to such a length that

- when angle piece 30 engages the bottom of

6o
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the grave, the side frames will be just drawn
to the closing or covering position, the end
frames swinging downward into the grave,
as will be readily understood from Ifigs. 1
and 3. As funeralsare ordinarily conducted,
the grave 1s left covered until the friends
have gone away, after which the covering
device 1s removed and the grave 1s filled.
To detach the closing rod, one of the side
frames 1s pressed downward, which, owing to
the shape of the slot 35 in the upper end of
the corresponding arm 31, will detach said
arm from the corresponding pin 32 on an end
frame and the arm will drop downward.

The other arm may then be readily detached

and the closing rod given a quarter turn to

disengage angle piece 30 from the bottom of

the box, which permits the closing rod to be
withdrawn. The -end_ frames are then de-

854,833

tached from the side frames by loosening the
bolts 26 by which they are attached in place,
which leaves the end frames {ree to be re-
moved. The side frames are then closed
toward each other by folding the end strips
of the base frame, as indicated in Fig. 2. The
parts comprising the side strips of the base
frame and side frames may or may not be
disconnected from each other, as preferred.

Having thus described my invention 1
claim:

1. A device for covering graves comprising

a base frame, side frames on opposite sides

thereof, spring hinges connecting the side
frames to the base frame and normally re-
taining the side frames in the raised position
and means operated by a descending box for

closing the side frames over a grave.

2. A device for covering graves, compris-
Ing a base frame, side frames hinged thereto
and normally retained 1 the raised position,
cover frames having covering material there-
on detachably secured to the side frames and
means operated by a descending hox for clos-

g the side frames and cover frames over a

oTave.

3. A device for covering graves, compris-
ing a base frame, side frames on opposite
sides thereof, spring hinges connecting the
side frames to the base frame and normally
retaining the side frames in the raised posi-
tion, end irames connected to the side frames
and a closing rod connected to the end
frames at one end and having an angle piece
adapted to be engaged by a descending box
whereby the side frames are closed over a
erave, the end frames swinging downward
into the grave.

4. A device for covering graves, compris-
Ing a base frame, side frames on opposite
sides thereof, spring hinges connecting the
side frames to the base frame and normally
retaining the side frames in the raised posi-
tion, end framesconnected to the sideframes,
cover irames having covering material there-
on detachably secured to the side and end
frames, whereby a box over a grave is con-
cealed and means operated by a descending
box for closing the side frames over the
grave, the end frames passing downward into
the grave.

5. A device for covering graves compris-
ing a base frame consisting of side strips and
end strips, joints at the mid-length of the end
strips, so that the side strips may be closed
together, side frames hinged to the side
strips of the base {rame, means for retaining
the side frames in the raised position and
means operated by a descending box for
closing the side frames over a grave.

6. A device for covering graves, compris-
ing a base frame consisting of two-part side
strips detachably secured together and end
strips provided with joints at their mid-
length, two-part side frames hinged to the
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" base. frame, end frames detachably seeured"

to the side frames, whereby the device is
made compact for tra,nsporta,tlon and means
actuated by a descending box for closing the
side frames over a grave.

7. A device for covering graves, compris-

‘ing a base frame, side frames hinged thereto,
end fmmes attached to the 51de frames and |

having pins 32 near their upper inner corners

and an adjustable closing rod having an an-

gle piece adaptedto be engaig:;ed by a descend-
1ng box, for the purpose set forth, and having
at its upper end pivoted arms which detach-

“ably engage the pins on the end frames, sub-

sta,ntlally as described, for the purpose specl-
fied.

ing a base frame, side frames hlnged thereto,

end frames attached to the side irames, cover
frames having covering material thereon de-

tachably connected to the side and end
frames and a closing rod havmg arms detach-
ably connected to the upper inner corners.of

‘the end frames and having an angle piece

adapted to be engaged by a descendmg box,
substantially as descubed for the purpose
specified.

9. A device for covering graves, compns—
ing a base frame, side frames hinged thereto,

30 end frames 'attached to the side frames, cover

8. A device for covering graves, compris-

frames correspondmg with the side andend

frames and having covering material there-
on, hinged catches by which the cover frames
are secured to the 81de and end frames and a
closing rod adapted to be engaged by a de-
scending .box and having arms detachably
connected to the end frames. -
10. A device for covering graves OOI]lpI’lS-

35

ing a base frame, side frames hinged thereto,

end frames detachably connected to the side
frames and having pins 32 near their upper
inner corners and an adjustable closing rod
adapted to be engaged by a descending box
and having at its upper end pivoted arms

provided with downwardly inclined slots

which detachably engagb thes pins on the. end
frames..

11. A device tor oovermg graves, cOMpPris-

ing a collapsible base iframe, side frames
hinged thereto, end frames detacha,bl con-

‘nected to the side frames and an ad]ustable-

closing rod detachably connected to the end

40
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frames substantially as described, for the :

purpose specified.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my 51gnature
1n presence of two witnesses.

ANDREW MOMULLEN
Wltn.esses |

A. M. WGOSTER
S, W. ATHERTON
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