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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, SipxEY W. Prarrres, 3
citizen of the United States, residing at
Globe Village, in the county of Worcester

5 and State of Massachusetts, have invented
new and useful Suspenders, of which the fol-
- lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to certain ImMprove-

ments espectally adapted for use on sus-
ro penders and similar articles, such as garters,

for example and the principal objects thereof

are to provide simple and efficient means for

accomplishing the ordinary function of the

suspender and at the same time do away
15 With the necessity of using buttons.

The objects are accomplished by the pro-
vision of embossed plates, the embossed
portion of one adapted to enter that of the
other, to press the cloth or suspender be-

zo tween them, and the use of an improved

clamp for forcing the two plates together.

This construction I employ, not only on the

tabs in place of the ordinary button-holes,

but also on the main part of the suspender

25 for connecting the tabs thereto. It may also

be employed in any other convenient place

without departing from the spirit of my in-

- vention. _ _

Reference is to be had to the accompany-

30 ing drawings which show certain forms in

which my invention may be embodied and
the application thereof to suspenders.

In these drawings, Figure 1 is a front ele-

- vation of a portion of a suspender supplied

35 with two clamps each embodying the princi-

ple of my invention.

view of a portion of one of said clamps. Fig.

3 1s a perspetive view of the remaining por-

tion of the other clamp, and Figs. 4 and 5 are

40 perspective views of the two parts of another
clamp shown in Fig. 1.

1 have shown the elastic ¢ of a suspender
as constructed in the usual or any desired
manner and provided with a pair of plates b

45 and 0’. HKach of these plates is provided with
an embossed portion 6%, one embossed por-

tion extending outwardly and the other in-

‘wardly so that one projects toward the other

and 1s seated therein when the plates are

brought together. |
The two plates are movably connected to-

‘gether and may be formed of an integral
piece of metal bent at the edge so as to per-

mit a slight movement between the plates.

Fig. 2 1s a perspective

They are intended to be placed on opposite
sides of the elastic or main portion @ of the
suspender and when they are forced together
by any desired means, the embossed parts b
will grip the elastic between them and se-
curely hold it in position without.the use of
projecting sharp points or any other of the
undestrable fastening means which are ordi-
narily employed in articles of this character.
For the purpose of so clamping the plates to-
gether, I have provided the following mech-
anism: Exteading at substantially right-an-
gles from the plate b are a pair of ears 6%, each
having a perforation. TFitting between these
ears 18 a bar ¢. This bar has a pair of Pro-
jections ¢’ for entering the perforations so
that the bar is pivoted in the ears. The
lower surface ¢* of this bar engages the sur-
face of the plate &’ and when the bar is turned
on 1ts pivots so as to bring the surface ¢* as
tar down as possible, an efficient clamping
action is secured in a way that will be well
understood.. The bar ¢ is provided with a
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plate ¢® which serves as a handle for operat-

ing the clamp. This plate may also be em-
bossed 1f desired, to add to the clamping ac-

provided with a hook ¢t on which a tab d may
be hung. It will be seen that with a con-
struction of this character, the plates b and b’
can be forced together with sufficient pres-
sure-by the use of the handle ¢® and the bar e
to cause the embossed portions to engage the

tion, but in ordinary cases it is plain and is

30

elastic @ between theém and securely hold the

same 1n position with respect to the plates.
Also the clamping action is readily released
by the manipulation of the handle and this
permits the plates b and b, which constitute
a slide, to be moved to any desired point of
the suspender. Furthermore, when the tab
15 placed on the hook ¢, the weight of the
trousers will come upon the latter and con-
sequently the locking action of the bar c,
which 1s ordinarily sufficiently strong on ac-
count of the friction of the parts, is reinforced
by the pull of the trousers.

I have also employed the same principles
on the tabs themselves to form a substitute
for the button-hole or eye usually employed
and to enable the suspender to be used with-
out the employment of buttons on the trou-
sers.  For this purpose a pair of plates B and
B’ are provided with embossed portions B
and with perforated ears B®. A locking bar
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C, having pins ¢/ and a bearing surface C°
with a plate or handle C* is employed. These
parts operate in the same manner as above,

except that in this case, the part to be
clamped extends horizontally between the
plates, while in the other, it extends directly

- through them from the top to the bottom. A
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further description of the details of this part
of the device therefore need not be given.
It is to be observed that the two plates of
the clamping device can be formed as above;
integral with each other or may be pivoted
together. - It will be seen that by the em-
ployment of a construction of this character
conforming to this invention as expressed in
the claims, whether in the forms 1illustrated
or otherwise, a most efficient fastening device
is secured which can be employed at several
different points of the suspender and for
slightly different purposes. Furthermore,
that the buttons of the suspenders are done
away with and the sharp projecting points
usually employed on fastenings of this kind
are avoided. These results are accomplished
by the use of a very simple and inexpensive
construction which can be easily applied and

very readily released when desired.
While I have illustrated and described a

particular form in which my invention may

conveniently be embodied, I am aware that
changes may be made theremn by any person
skilled in the art without departing from the
scope of the invention as expressed in the
claims. Therefore, I do not wish to be lim-

ited to the exact construction shown, but

What I do claim and desire to secure by
Letters-Patent 1s:— '

1. The combination of a pair of plates hav-
ing embossed portions and adapted to clamp
a sheet between them, one of said plates be-
ing pivotally mounted with respect to the
other to swing on an axis beyond the surface
thereof, said pivotal connection including a
bar having a bearing surface adapted to en-
cage one of the plates, and a handle for turn-
ing the bar on its pivot, said handle being
provided with a hook at the lower end there-

of for supporting a suspender tab or the like.

2. The combination of a pair of plates
adapted to engage each other for clamping a
sheet between them, said plates bemg mov-
ably mounted with respect to each other, one
of said plates being provided with perfo-
rated ears extending toward and beyond the
other plate, a bar having pins adapted to
enter the perforations in sald ears, said bar
having a bearing surface located between the

ins and the plates for engaging one of the

atter, and means for turning the bar on its |

854,758

pivot, said means being provided with a hook 6o

at the end thereof for supporting a tab for a
suspender or similar article.

3. The combination of a pair of plates each
having an embossed portion, said embossed
portions extending from the surface of the

plates in the same direction and being of sub-

stantially the same size and shape, whereby

one of them will enter the other, said plates
being movably mounted with respect to each
other, one of said plates being provided with
a pair of perforated ears extending toward
and beyond the other plate, a bar having
pins at 1ts ends adapted to enter the perfora-
tions in said ears, said bar having a bearing
surface located between the pins and the
plates for engaging one of the latter, and a
handle for turning the bar on its pivot.

4. The combination of a pair of plates each
having an embossed portion, said embossed
portions extending from the surface of the
plates in the same direction and being of sub-
stantially the same size and shape, whereby
one of them will enter the other, said plates
being movably mounted with respect to each
other, one of said plates being provided with
a pair of perforated ears extending toward
and beyond the other plate, a bar having
pins at 1ts ends adapted to enter the perfora-
tions in said ears, said bar having a bearing
surface located between the pins and the
plates for engaging one of the latter, and a
handle for turning the bar on its pivot, said
handle being provided with a hook at the end
thereof for supporting a suspender tab.

5. In a suspender, the combination of a
main ribbon or elastic, a slide thereon com-
prising a pair of embossed plates, one plate
located on each side of said ribbon or elastic,
said plates being movably connected to-
oether and one of them having a pair of per-
forated ears extending beyond the other, a
clamp pivotally mounted in the perforations
of said ears, said clamp having a hook de-
pending therefrom, a suspender tab hung
from said hook, a fastening device on said
tab comprising a pair of embossed plates
movably connected together, a pair of per-
forated ears extending from one of said
plates beyond the other, and a clamp piv-
otally mounted in the perforations of said
ears.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand, in the presence of two subscribing

wltnesses. |
SIDNEY W. PHELPS.

Witnesses:
Eva B. SCHESLER,
Mary K. VINTON.
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