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7o all whom it may concern:

: LI

Be 1t known that I, JosEpPH BETTS a cili-

zen 01 the Unived: Smws residing at Wmter—-

set, 1n the county of Madmon and State of

To wa have invented a certaln new and useful

(zate L&LC]I and Holder, 01 Whlch the follow- :

S Ingis a Speclﬁoatlon

The o plect of my Invention 1s to prowde a

device of simple, durable and Inexpensive
construciion desw’ned to be applied to gates

for the purpose “of forming an automatic

latch to automatically hold  the oate 1n 1ts
closed position and also to prov

ide a holder

by which the operator may quickly amnd
easﬂy secure the gate i any p081L1011 through-
out 1ts movemenn by projecting a p01med

“extension on the gate latch into the frround
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surface. _ -
My imvention consists in the (,onstructlon

arrangement and compination of the various

parts of the device, whereby the objects con-

Lemplated are %Lfamed as- heremafter more.
fully set forch, pointed out in my claims and

illustrated 1n Lhe accompanymn‘ drawings, 1n
which— -

Figure 1 shows a ‘perspec tive view of a por-
tion of a cate and a gate post provided with
my 1111proved laich and holder, the gate be-
ing shown pariially open. Fw

- vice applied thereto, the pmmed projection
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on the latch being shown exiended into the
oround, and Fig. 3 shows a front elevation of
the cate and ad1 acent portions of afence with
my 1mpmved cate latch and holder 1 posi-
tion to hold the cate closed. -
Referring to the accompanying dmwmﬂ‘s I

Thave used Lhe reference numeral 10 to mdl—

40

cate the post to which the gate 18 to be.
hinged. |
The gate 1S md]ca,ced by the numeral 11

~and may be of any ordinary construction and
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@om]ccwd by hinges 12 to the gate post.
The post at the ou,h@r side of the gate 1s indi-
cated by the numeral 13 and also may be of
any ordm&r‘g consiruction.
oate post is a keeper 14 having an inclined
outer, upper shoulder 15 and a notch 16 to
receive a gate latch. - -
The latch proper compnses a straight bar
17 extended from a point at the top of the
gate to a point near the lower end thereof

“and having at its upper end a right angled
‘handle 18, the lower end of said rod is pomted

~at 19.
have a free rotary movem_ent and also a free |

"This rod is arranged so that it may

ﬁup

2 shows a
side elevation of a part of a gate > with my de-

Fixed to the

and down movement. Near its upper
end is a guide loop 20 secured to the post to

receive the rod and a similar ouide loop 21 1s

prowded near its lower end. At about the
center of the rod 1s a guide plate 22 having a
vercical slot 23 in its outer face, said slot be-
Ing too narrow to permlt the rod to move
bhrough it.  Fixed to the rod 17 is a latch
bar. 24 extended at right angles to the rod

and capable when 1n one position of moving

p and down through the slot 23. Fixed to
Lhe cate adjacent to the plate 22 1s a sup-
portmﬂ arm 25 eltended outwardly away
from the gate and then upwardly adjacent to

the rod 17 sald arm being designed to hold

the iatch 24 against turnmﬂ movements and
yet to permit 1t to move up and down freely
far enough to allow it to move upwardly over
the inclined shoulder 15 and drop in the
latch 16 of the keeper 14. |

In practical use and assuming the parts to
be arranged, as shown 1 Fig. 3,1t 1s obvious
that the gate is firmly held by “the latch 24
in the keeper 14. I‘urtnermore the handle
18 also serves as a brace to prevent the gate
from moving past the post 13.
sired to open the gate, the operator grasps

the handle I8 and elevates 1t enough to per-

mit the latch 24 to clear the keeper 14. Then
the gate may freely swing open and the latch
24 will dr op by gravity until it rests upon the
arm 25.
closed position, the said Tateh will engage
the said shoulder 15 and drop in the notch

16, thus automatically latching the gate.

6o
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If it is de- _

Then when the gate 1s swung to a

Qo

If it is desired to hold the gate statlonary

‘when some distance from the post 13, as for
instance when 1 a wide open posttion, the op-

erator grasps the handle 18 and operates the
rod 17 until the lateh 24 moves above the
arm 25. Then the handle 18 is moved to po-
sition at right angles to the gate, whereupon

the latch 24 may move downwardly through
the slot 23, thus permitting the p@int 19 to

enter the C"I{)u‘ﬂd as shown m Fig. 2. A
very sl 1g11t pressure by the operator will
force the rod into the ground far enough to
securely hold the gate. In order to again

close the gate, it 1s only necessary to G*msp'

the handle 18, elevate the rod to a point
where the latch 24 is above the arm 25 and
then again move the handle and latch to po-
sition with the latch resting in the arm 25,
whereupon the latch will work automatwally,
as before described.

IIa,VlnD' thus deseribed my invention, Wha,t
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I claim and desire to-secure by Letters Pat-

- ent of the United States, therefor 1s—

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a latch supporting arm, a gate
lateh slidingly and detachably connected
with the latch supporting arm, a rod con-
nected with the gate latch and held 1mn an

~elevated position by the latch supporting

1O
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arm when the latch is in engagement there-
with and capable of being projected down-
wardly below the gate to which the device
is attached when the lateh is detached from
the latch supporting arm and a keeper for
the lateh. -

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a rod, means for shdingly and
detachably connecting 1t with a gate, a latch
fixed to the rod and a latch supporting arm
to be fixed to a gate and shaped to hold the
rod in an elevated position and the latch

port:
jected downwardly and a keeper for the

854,103

an operative position and also capable of
permitting the latch to be withdrawn up-

wardly from engagement with the latch sup-

»

ng arm so that the rod may be pro-

latch. -

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a rod having a pointed lower
end and a handle at its upper end, a guide
plate for the rod having a vertical slot there-
in, a latch fixed to the rod and capable of
moving downwardly through the slot in the
cuide, a latch supporting arm for supporting
the latch, said lateh supporting arm open at
its top to permit the latch to be withdrawn

therefrom and a keeper for the lateh.
JOSEPH BETTS.

Witnesses:
G. W. ENGENBRIGHT,
J. H. FUNK.
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