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_.To all whom it ma&y concern:

UNITED STATE S PATE NT OFFICE

BENJAMIN F. HART JR., OF HOBOKEN NEW JERSEY

AUTOMOBILE LIFE-GUARD OR FENDEF'\'.

NO_’ 854,162. -

- Speclﬁcatlon of Let.ters Patent

| Pa.tented May 21, 1907

Apphca.tmn ﬁled Octohar 8, 1906 Sanal Nu 337, 942

Be it known that: I, BENJAMIN F HART

Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
| _Hoboken in the county of Hudson and State

of New Jersey, have invented certain new

‘and useful Improvements in Automobile

- Life-Guardsor Fenders, of Whlch the followmb'
~ is a specification.

10

5

- My 1nvention relates ﬁto hfe guards or fen-
ders for wheeled vehicles and more particu-

larly adapted for attachment and use in con-

nection with motor cars or automoblles
The object of my invention is to provide a

life guard or fender which will be simple and |

durable in construction which can be readily

. attached or detached from the motor car and
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- larly pointed out in the appended claims.
Referring to the drawings.in which like ref— |

30.

" view of the i
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at the same time be resilient or yielding to
- such an extent that when the fender comes in

contact with a person the shock will not be
such as to maim the person or injure the fen-

der and also cast aside any obstruction and |
thereby prevent the same coming in contact-
‘with the wheels of the motor car. -

To tnis end my invention consists of struc—-

tural features and relative arrangements of
the details making up the life guard as will be

hereinafter more fully described and particu-

erence characters indicate the same parts 1n
the several figures, Figure 1 is

gu gua,rd and .showing only the
forward -section.of the motor car with the
bowed strips and netting removed. Fig. 2 is
a front view of the life guard or fender at-

tached to the car with the bowed strips and
- - .wire netting broken away.

- view of a forward section of a motor ( car with
. the life gua,rd attached. Fig. 4 is an en-
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- the sup ortmg braces to the forward springs -
- and axle
- swivel or socket clips for hol

larged view showing the manner of securing

-Fig. 518 an enlar gj}d view of the

work of the life a.rd to the motor car.

In the dra‘wm

ed by means.of the springs 2, 2 to the forward
axle. 3 proyvided with the- usua.l steermg or

| pwoted wheels 4, 4.

The life guard prefefablv compnses two

a four sided fr&me preferabl ‘made of steel
tubes. The inner sides of these frames are
fa.stened ‘together by a.ny aultable fastemngs

- Fig. 3 js aside

ng the frame-

‘1 represents the forward
~ section of the bo y of a car which is support-

turned in, during the steering of the car.
Smtabl attached to the corners of the

four 51ded frames or sections 5, 5 and crossing

each other near-the center portlon of each of

16,6, Whlle the outer suies of the fr&me are SO &g
curved as to be free of the wheels. 4, when
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‘the frames are outwardly bowed springs 7, 7

which form in cooperation with the out-

wardly bowed strips or lattices 8, 8 secured

to and extending from the top to the bottom

frame pieces of the sections 5, 5, and the wire
netting 9, spread over and on the outside of

features of my improved life guard.

‘the strlps 8, 8, the essential and important

In order not to confuse and hide the con- I

structlon of the guard, have only shown a

-section of the wire netting at one of the cor-

ners, but in the ‘practical operation of my in-

cated in Fig. 4 to each of the springs 2, 2, and
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jventlon the wire- nettmg covers the. center
two frames of sections 5, 5.

10'and 11 are brace rods attached as 111d1—- If751

are connected at their upper and Jomed ends
with a horizontal. tube or rod 12 which ex-

tends across the front of the car and is capa-

| ble of being secured to the upper frame pieces

a top plan |

‘of the sections 5, 5 by means of any form of
.| socket clips 13, 13 as shown, for exa,mple , On
‘an enlarged sc&le in. Fig. 5. -

- 14, 14 are lowqr hormzontal brace rods con-

nected with the axle, the outer ends of which .

support a rod or tube 15 from which may éx-
tend at the middle section central brace rods

14’ 14’ suitably connected to and supporting
‘the Inner lower corners of the sections 5,5,

while outside brace rods 16, 16 are connected
to the rod 15 at each of 1ts outer ends and to
the lower frame pieces of each of the sections

5, 5, as Indicated in Fig. 1, in order to prop-
'erly support the parts of the life

guard there-
dwe]dmgly receive the impact of the body
throw the same clea,r of the motor car

| WIthout Injury.

4

To the outer ends of the brace rods extend-
ing from the lower rod or tube 15 are also at-
tached. suitable and similar socket clips 17,

17 which enigage and removably support the
1 lower frame pieces of the sections 5,5. =~
| 18, 18 are similar socket clips fa,stened near
the center of the upper rod .12 forthe purpose

- similar sections 5, &, each of which consists of | of removably supporting and engaging the

contiguous inner and upper corners of the
sections 5, 5. ~ ~ -
Ifitis desmed to remove the hfe guard or
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fender from the motor car -one simply un-
latches the socket clips 13, 13 and 18, 18 on

the upper horizontal tube or rod 12 and also | | |
“comprising a substantially rectangular frame, .

the lower socket clips 17, on the outer ends of
¢ -each of the middle brace rods 14/, 14’ and the
" outer rods 16, when the fender can be readil
lifted from the supporting sockets of the dif-
ferent clips. Should the mechanism: for
cranking to start the motor be located in the
10 front of the car, one only unlatches the chps
17 which engage the lower frame pieces of the
sections 5, 5 when the same can be turned up
with the upper socket clips 13 and 18 acting
~ as hinges, thus permitting the chaufteur to
15 obtaln access to the starting crank. .
On examination of the construction of the-
. sections 5, 5 with their outwardly bowed
~springs 7, 7, it will be seen that I have de-
- vised a fender or life guard.in which the mid-
20 ‘dle of the sections project beyond or are
higher than the sides of the frames, and there-
fore will readily absorb the shock when an
object is struck and cause the same to bound
- off to either side of the car with the recoil and
25 thus be entirely clear of the wheels or body of
the car. It will be also understood while, 1
have shown one way of securing and sup-
porting the life guard or fender to the front
art or body of a motor car any other means
30 for securing the same can be substituted, as
would be readily suggested to those skilled 1
 the art without departing from my inven-
tion. -
Hawving now fully described my invention,
3¢ what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent 1s as follows:— |
1. A life guard or fender for automobiles
comprising two separate and substantially
rectangular frames suitably secured together
g0 at one of their sides, outwardly bowed
springs crossing each other in each of the
~ frames and having their ends secured to di-
agonally opposite corners of their rectangu-
Jar frame, bowed slats or lattices on the out-
45 side of the bowed springs and secured to the
- frames; and means for securing and helding
- said frames on the front of an automobile.
. 2. A life guard or fender for automobiles
comprising two separate and substantially
so rectangular frames suitably secured together
at one of their sides, outwardly bowed
- springs’ crossing each other in each of the
frames and having their ends secured to di-
. agonally opposite corners of their rectangu-
5 lar frame, bowed slats or lattices on the out-
. side of thé bowed springs and secured to the
frames, wire netting supported on the out-

~ side of the slats or lattices, and means for se- | '

| curing and hdding said frames on the froﬁt_
of an automobile. - - |

3. A hfe guard or fendér_ for automobiles

outwardly bowed springs crossing each other

6C

and having their ends secured to diagonally

opposite corners of the frame, bowed slats or

lattices on the outside of the bowed springs’
and secured to the frame, and means for se-

curing and holding said frame on the front: of
an automobile.. - .

4. A life guard or fender for automobiles:
comprising a substantially rectangujar irame,
outwardly bowed springs crossing each other

| and having their ends secured to diagonally
opposite corners of the frame, bowed slats or

lattices on the outside of the bowed springs
and secured to the frame, g wire netting sup-
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ported on the outside of the slats or lattices,

frame on the front of an automobile. .
5. A life guard or fender for automobiles

‘and. means for securing and holding said.
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comprising two separate and substantially ..

springs crossing each other in-each of the

frames and having their ends secured to di-

agonally opposite corners of their rectangu-
lar frame, bowed slats or lattices on the out-

rectangular frames suitably secured together
ht one of their sides, outwardly bowed:
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side of the bowed springs and secured to the -

frames, means for supporting the upper sides. -

_ ) 90
.?orting _spri_ngs of the car body, and means =

of the rectangular frames from the front sup-

or bracing the lower sides of the rectangular
frames against the front axle of the car.

-~ 6. A life guard or fender for automobiles

comprising  two -separate and substantially
rectangular frames suitably secured together
at one of their sides, outwardly bowed
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springs crossing each.other in each of the .

| frames and having their ends secured to di-
| agonally ‘opposite corners of their rectangu-
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lar frame, bowed slats or lattices on the out-'

side of the bowed springs and secured to the
frames, wire netting supported on the out-

‘side of the slats or lattices, means for sup-
| 'porting the upper sides of the rectangular
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rames from the front supporting springs of

the car body, and means for bracing the
lower sides of the rectangular frames against
the front axle of thecar. = - -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. .

~ BENJAMIN: F. HART, Jr.

- Witnesses: o _
- MAvURICE J. BREEN,
JOHN H. LINDSTROM.
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