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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. WRIGHT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at In-

dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State

of Indlana have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clasps, of which the
following 1s a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to clasps For use upon

articles of jewelry, but more particularly to

necklace-clasps, and has for its essential ob-
jects security and stmplicity 1n operation and

structure, together with cheapness.

To the above ends my mvention consists in

the novel construction and combination of
parts herem&‘rter described, and illustrated 1n

the accompanying drawmgs wherein—
Figure 1 1s a side elevation of the novel
clas[), Fig. 2, a lonfrltudmal central section
of the barrel, Showing the catch 1n elevation;
Fig. 3, a similar view of the same, showmﬂ'

the cateh in position preparatory to0 With-

drawal; Fig. 4, a similar section of a portion
of the barrel ShOWl]lﬂ‘ the catch partially re-
moved; Kig. 5, a like section of the same,
showm the catch in final position of removal
Fig. 6, an end elevation of the clasp, and I‘w
7 a section of the same on line 2 x of Fig. 3.
Like reference characters indicate hke
arts throughout the views. -
My clasp eompr'ses a cylindrical ba,rrel A,
provided at one end as with a ring a’, fixed

- thereto or forming a part thereof, adapted to
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50 dlsengage the parts, the rmg ¢ is manually | of adjacent the openmg and having a portmn 100

receive one end of the necklace.
barrel end a® is provided with an opening a*
to receive the catch member, which will be
hereinafter described. Soldered to the inner
face of the end plate a¢*1s a crescent cam-plate
B. As shown in Fig. 7, the middle portion
ol the concaved margm of the camﬁplate 1S
coincident or flush with the periphery of the
opening ¢®1n the plate a’.

The catch member comprises a bar C, pro-
vided with a terminal. ring ¢ to receive the
second end of the necklace and an mtegral

spring or compressible arm ¢/, the whole con-.

stituting a V sprmmcatch Tn engaged po-
sition the arm or tongue ¢’ abuts a,ga,mst the
inner face of the cam—pla,te B. In order to

S

The other

b and contacts with the _
| seribed movement of the catch as 1t 1s con-

 pulled in an outward direction and simulta-

neously twisted from the posﬂamns shown 1n
Figs. 2 and 3 until the tongue ¢/, as shown in
Fl 4, passes within the plane of the plate
plate a®. The de-

tinued slides the tongue ¢’ along the curved
margin of the cam B, whereby the tongue is
compressed toward or against the bar C “suffi-
ciently to allow the escape of the tongue
through the opening ¢, as shown in Flo* 5.

Tt will be observed that since the detach-
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ment of the parts requires a double or com~

pound movement no opportunity for acci-
dental separation of the parts exists.

It 1s deemed 1mportant that the plate B be
of such shape and size.as to extend upon both
sides of the vertical and transverse diame-
ters of the opening ¢°, as seen in Fig. 7, so as
to compress the s];»rmﬂ’-a,rm as the catch is
turned,and, furthermore,this crescent-shaped
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plate serves to materlally strengthen the °

end of the barrel. Furthermore, this form

of plate greatly facilitates the easy and grad-

ual compression of the catch to avoid undue
strain, which it is essential to guard against

mn thls class of delicate devices.
What I claim 1s—
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1. In a clasp, the combination with a bar-

rel with a ring rigid therewith at one end and
an opening at the other end, of a catch mem-
ber adapted to enter said opening and com-
prising a bar with ring at one end and a spring-
arm, and means within the barrel against the
end thereof with a portion of its face coinci-
dent with the opening in such end, the free
end of said spring-arm constructed to engage
the inner wall of said end of the barrel, said
means within the barrel having a cam-surface
extending upon both sides of “the transverse
and vertical diameters of said opening for

engagement with the free end of said sprmn'-«-

arm for compressing the same.
2. In a clasp, the combination with the

barrel provided with an opening to receive a

catch member, of a crescent cam-plate ex-
tending upon both sides of the transverse
and vertical diameters of said opening and
1xed within the barrel against the end there-

801

55

QO

95



. 850,864

of 1ts concave margin flush with the adjacent | In testimony whereof I have affixed my
periphery of the opening, of a catch member | signature in presence of two witnesses.
adapted to enter the barrel through the open-
ing, and a compressible arm upon the catch | CHARLES C. WRIGHT.

5 member adapted, when the catch member is Witnesses:
rotated to engage the curved face of the cam- J. C. Sipg,

plate. b C. C. Browy.
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