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19 all whom it may concerwn:

Be i1t known that we, TFrrpinanp F.
SCHAUER and Joun Grarr, citizens of the
United States, residing in the borough of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and city
and State of New York, have invented a cer-
tamn new and useful Improvement in Folding
Beds, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |

This invention has relation to an improved
torm of folding cot or bed. +

The principal object of thisinvention is the
provision of a bed appropriate for camp uses
and the like which shall have as few parts as
possible, shall be light and strong, and shall
be capable of being folded into the smallest
possible space in proportion to its length.

Our improved bed is cheap and durable
and has the further advantage of being free
of complication, so that the method of fold-
ing 1s obvious and easily learned.

Our invention is illustrated in the accom-
panymmg drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our cot in
position for use. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
same when folded for transportation, and
KFig. 3 is a detail elevation of our improved
miter-joint for the legs at head and foot of
the cot. -

The bed comprises two side bars, which are
preferably jointed or hinged together at their
middles, although our invention includes
beds short enough not to require folding of
the side bars. In the preferred form shown,
however, we have illustrated side bars each
of which is composed of two parts (seen at 1,
2, 3, and 4) which are hinged in pairs at 5
and 6.

The supports at head and foot of the cot
are alike, so that a description of one will
serve for both. These supports comprise
two legs 7 and 8, jointed, respectively, to the
extremities of the side bars, as shown. The
form of joint preferably used in connecting
these legs to the side bars is shown in section
i FEig. 3 and in elevation in Fig. 2. The

meeting ends of the side bars and legs are mi-

tered or cut at an angle such that when these
ends come together the legs assume the de-
sired angle with relation to the side bars.
Both the top of each leg and the adjacent ex-
tremity of the side bar is divided by a narrow
slot.  Within these slots there fits an angle-
plate 9 for each leg, said plate being fixed 1m-

55 movably in one of said slots and pivotally

- forated, as at 12.

sition, as illustrated in Fig. 1.
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| secured within the other. It i1s immaterial

to this mvention whether the plate is fixed to
the leg or to the side bar. In the preferred
form shown each angle-plate 9 is fixed to its
corresponding side bar and is pivoted, as
shown at 10, to the leg. Kach angle-plate 9
1s provided with an offset, as 11, which is per-
A pivoted hoolk 13 is pro-
vided near the top of each leg and is so placed
that 1ts point passes through the aperture 12,
so as to firmly secure the leg in the useful po-
This form of
joint 1s firm against both longitudinal and
transverse or lateral stress and is at the same
time simple 1in use and very durable. The
end legs are further braced by two cross-bars
14 and 15, of hight strong metal, which are
pivoted to each other at 16 and to the two
legs 7 and 8 at 17 and 18. The ends of these
bars hook over pins 19 and 20, as shown, thus
forming strong lateral braces for the end sup-
ports of the bed.

~ In those forms of our improvement which,
hike that 1llustrated, are so long as to require
jointed side bars we prefer to provide an in-
termediate support formed of two legs 21and
22, braced like the legs 7 and 8 at head and
foot; but these intermediate legs are con-

nected to one of the sections of the side bars

on each side by means of simple hinges 23,
placed near the hinges 5 and 6. A hook 24
on each side serves to brace the middle sup-
port- when the cot is in position for use.” The
side bars, supported as above described, in
turn support a canvas covering 25, stretched
from one to the other. This may be secured
In a varlety of ways without departing from
ourinvention; but we prefer to form a double
told or bag with two open ends, which is
slipped over the side rods before the legs
21 22 are secured. Such a bag may be se-
cured m place in any desired manner and
provides a stout support for a mattress or
other bedding. Moreover, it protects the
hinges 5 and 6. -

A Tolding cot made in accordance with the
above description is light, inexpensive, easily

managed, and folds into very small compass.

1t 1s composed of very few parts and is at the
same time perfectly stable and. strong when
assembled for use.

The method of folding for packing will be
clear from 1mspection of Fig. 2. The braces
14 and 15 of each support are first unhooked
and folded nearly parallel to each other, the
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opposite legs and side bars being thus
brought together side by side. The stay-

hooks 13 and bracing-hooks 24 are loosened
and the various supports are turned on their
hinges and pivots down against the under
sides of the side bars. Finally where jointed
side bars are used the sections are folded
over upon each other, as shown at 1 and 2 1n
g, 2. .

The smaller arrows in Fig. 1 indicate the
directions 1n which the supports are swung
m folding up the cot, while the large.arrow
to the left in said figure indicates how the
left~hand side-bar sections are folded over
onto the right-hand sections. |
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What we claim 15— ,

A folding bed comprising side bars jointed
between their ends a pair of legs at each end
of the bed pivoted to each other, the meeting
ends of the side bars and legs being mitered

and kerfed, and a flat connecting-plate oc-

cupying the meeting kerfs of each leg and
side bar, said plates being rigidly fixed to the
bars and pivoted to the legs, substantially as
described. | -
| FERDINAND F. SCHAUER.
JOHN GRALFE.
Witnesses: -

F. WiLLiam BECKER,
A. J. Urriom
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