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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARcHIBALD GRANT
SNOWDON, a subject of the King of Great
Britain, residing at Westmount, in the Prov-
ince of Quebec, 1n the Dominion of Canada,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements i Can-Openers, of which the
following is a specification.

My 1mmvention relates to improvements in

can-openers; and the object of the invention
1s to devise a can-opener whereby the end
plece of the can may be completely cut out,
and thus permit the removal of the contents
of the can without breakage, this being-par-
ticularly essential when the can contains sol-
ids, such as meats and Jellies, and also to pro-
vide an instrument which shall facilitate the
work of opening the can and at the same
time be inexpensive to construct; and it con-
sists, essentially, of a pivot member and a
knife having a suitable handle traveling on
the said pivot member, as hereinafter more
particularly explained 1 detail.

In the drawings, Kigure 1 is a perspective
view ol my opener placed in position on a can
in readiness for the operation of opening.
Ifie. 2 1s a longitudinal section of the device.
Hig. 3 1s a cross-sectional view through A B
in Fig. 2. - Fig. 4 1s a cross-sectional view
through C D in Fig. 2. Iig. 5 1s a sectional
perspective view ol a modified form of my
can-opener, showing the knife side upper-

- most. . Fig. 6 1s a plan view of the modified
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form shown in Ifig. 5, having the upper half

of the handle thereof removed. |
Referring to the drawings, a is the pivot-

bar, terminating at one end in the spear-point

b. The said spear-point b 1s offset from the

said bar and elbowed at ¢, the offset above
the elbow ¢ forming the journal of the pivot-
bearing formed at the top of the can, as ex-
plained more fully herematter. The pivot-
bar a has a longitudinal slot d extending

therealong and therethrough for the greater

portion of the length of the said bar.

¢ 1s a hollow handle, herein shown and de-
scribed as formed of two pieces f and g,
though 1t must be understood that 1t may be
made of one or more pieces and 1n many dif-
ferent forms. The handle ¢ when assembled
1s closed at one end and at the other has the
opening i leading into longitudinal slots % in
the inner wall, forming slideways for the bar
a when inserted through the opening A. -In
the outside surface of the piece g of the han-

plece g. The handle at the other end is held

| 7, and in this recess the body portion of the

knife k 1s introduced, the blade [ extending
beyond the inner end of said piece ¢. misan
orifice through the body portion of the said
knife, registering with the orifices n and o in
the pieces g and f, respectively. p is a rivet
inserted through the orifices o, n, and m and
firmly holding the pieces f g together at the
imnner end and also the knife k& to the said

together by a common locking device—

piece f into the orifice r in the piece g. The
rivet p also extends through the slot d in the

pivot-bar ¢ and 1n operation slides therein at

the will of the user.

In order to open a can, the handle ¢ is
firmly grasped m the hand and the spear-
point forced through the center of the top of
the can. The handle 1s then brought down
to a horizontal position from the vertical po-
sition I which 1t necessarily is, when the
SFear—point 1s forced.through the tin, and at
the same time the handle is pulled outwardly,
the rivet sliding along in the slot d in the
pivot-bar a. This action will leave the knife
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‘namely, the tongue ¢, extending from the
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clear of the edge of the can and permit the

pivot-bar to rest on the top of the can, thus
bringing the spear-point b in such a position
that the actual penetrating -point is in the
interior of the can and the portion above the
elbow ¢ bearing on the edges of the hole
which has been perforated in the tin at the
top of the can. The handle ¢ is now forced

‘Iinwardly, the rivet sliding, as before, in the

slot d, and this inward movement of the han-
dle 1s continued until the blade of the knife
k has
the can immediately below the top end of the
can. 'The knife by means of the handle ¢ is
now drawn around the can, making a cut

through the side wall completely there-

around, the spear-point b inserted in the cen-
ter of the tin being the pivot-point from
which the cut 1s made in the wall of the can.

In this manner the complete top of the can

is removed, leaving the side walls and none of
the top. Infact,theextreme upper portion of
the side wall 1s also removed with the top.
The advantage of this invention will ap-
peal particularly to those using tinned meats
and jellies, where 1t 1s extremely essential to
remove thefood 1n a perfect shape and serve
so, and with the present appliances for open-
g cans 1t 1s almost tmpossible to accomplish

dle and at the mmner end thereof 1s the recess | this result, and, again, it may be said that

penetrated the tin of the side wall of
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there is a much better purchase with the in- |

strument in opening the can with such a de-
vice as herein described, for there is practi-
cally no exertion in the operatlon no down-

ward pressure, and no fear of injuring the
hand during the operation of opening, ssimply
a matter of turning the can or dmvnnc-' the

knife around the can.

It must be understood that the scope of
this invention 1s not confined to the particu-
lar construction of the parts as described and
shown herein—as, for instance, the pivot-bar
may be made In many di Terent ways with or
Wlthout the longitudinal slot and the handle
may also be of comp" etely different form, and
the assembling of the parts consequently
changed. The salient features are the prvot-
lever and a knife separate from said lever and
connected therewith and adapted to engage
the side walls of the can.

The application of this device 1s shown to a
round can; but it will readily be understood
that 1t may be applied with equal facility to a
can of any shape, for the handle, shding as 1t
does 1n’' the pivot-bar m carrying the l{mfe
will accommodate itselt during the action of
cutting to any form of can-surtace.

In Fig. 5 the pivot-bar sis formed as a sohd
plece and is preferably of oval or round for-
mation, having a similar point for insertion
into the can, as the pivot-bar a. ¢are lugs at
the inner end of the pivot-bar, and it must be
here understood that there may be only one
lug, or the said lugs may be formed in many
different ways for stri ing any stop formed 1n
the handle. In this form of my invention I
have shown two rivets u toward the open end
of the handle, against which the lugs ¢ strike
when the said pivot-bar reaches its extreme
outer position. The remaining features of
the invention are the same Wlth the one ex-

- ception that 1 have shown the knife as pro-
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jecting from and forming part with an oftset
v from the lower plate w “of the handle and in
a parallel direction with the latter.

1t will readily be seen that many shight
modifications may be made and yet retain
the salient features of my invention.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A can-opener, comprising a case formed
of the upper and lower pieces adapted to fit |
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ton'ether and leave an opening at one end
thereof and form a guideway 1n the imnterior,
a bar freely sliding 1n said gmdeway and ex-
tending through said opening and having at

the outer end thereof an oiiset, and a sha,rp—
ened point from said offset, a rivet holding
said pieces together, and means for retaiming

sald bar mm the case on the said bar reaching

‘1ts extreme outer position, as and for the pur-

pose specified.

2. A can-opener comprising a bar longitu-
dmally slotted and having an offset spear-
point at one end fOI‘IIllIlD‘ a pivot-journal

bearingin an end wall of the can, a hollowhan-
dle, a pin projecting into said longitudinal
slot from said handle, and a knife I‘lﬂ”ldly se-
cured to said handle at the inner end thereof
having the blade portion projecting therebe-
yond, as and for the purpose specitied.

3. A can-opener comprising a hollow han-
dle having longitudinal slideways arranged
therein, and a recess on its lower side surface
an elonﬂ‘ated bar having a longitudinal slot
therein and a reduced and bent end termi-
nating in a Jabbing-point, sald bar being
adapted to slide in the aforesaid shideways, a
knife introduced 1nto said recess having the
blade portion projecting beyond said handle,
and acapted to engage the side wall of the
can, and a pin extending through said slot
and securing sald handle and knife together,
as and for the purpose specified.

4. A can-opener comprising a hollow han-

“dle formed of two pieces having an opening
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at the end thereof and Shdeways longitudi-

nally arranged m the interior wall, a pivot
member havi ng a jabbing-point at one end
and a longltudmal slot therethrough, a knife
extending from the lower part of said handle
and a rivet extending through said longitudi-
nal slot and holding said handle-pieces se-
cuaely together, as and for the purpose speci-
ed. |

Signed at the city of Montreal, Province of

Quebec, Dominion of Canada, this 30th day
of July, 1906,

- ARCHIBALD GRANT SNOWDON.

Witnesses: |
LrLoyp BLACKMORE,
D. W. CorroN.
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