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To all whom it may concern: .
Be 1t known that I, GEorGE L. THORNE, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at the
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city of St. Louis and State of Missouri, have

invented certain new and-useful Improve-

ments 1n Soap-Receptacles, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification, reference being had

therein to the accompanying drawings.
This invention relates to soap-receptacles,

.and particularly to canisters to hold what is
commonly known -as ‘‘soap-powder,” con-

sisting sometimes of comminuted soap and

sometimes of detergent compounds of which :

soap may or may not be an ingredient. -

- This invention relates to the receptacle

and not to the contents thereof. @ =~
In the accompanying drawings, forming
art of this specification, in which like num-
ers of reference denote like parts wherever
they occur, Figure 1 is a side elevation of my
preferred form. Fig. 2 is a top plan view.
I1g."3 1s a bottom plan view. Ifig. 4 is a
transverse horizontal sectional view. Figs.
5 and 6 are vertical sectional views through
the device, taken at right angles to each
other. Fig. 7 is a side elevation of a modifi-
cation. Kig. 8 is a top plan view of same.

Kig. 9 1s a vertical sectional view through

same. Kig. 10 is a transverse horizontal sec-
tional view through same, and Figs. 11, 12,

13, and 14 illustrate two further modifica- |
~ tions. "

The soap-canister 1 may be attached by
any suitablie
proper support. The 'pm}v_der 1s introduced
into the canister through ‘the opening closed
by the screw-cap 3. The exit of the powder
18 through the opening 4, normally closed by
the valve 5, which may consist of a beveled
plug having its greatest diameter exterior to
the canister and tightly closing the openirng 4
under the pull exerted by the expansion-

also to the cross-bar 7, and preferably encir-

cles the valve-stem 8. For the sake of agi-
owder or breaking cakes which

tating the
may torm therein a plurality of fingers or agi-
tators 9 are borne by the stem 8, and the
spring 6 also acts in the same manner. " The
cross-bar 7 is fixed to the inside of the wall of

the canister 1 by soldering or riveting, or

both, the ends 10 of same being turned over

—

‘bracket 2 or other device to a

s]])ring 6, which is fastened to the valve 5 and

in order to fit the wall, each to receive one or
‘more rivets 11, the object being to make the -

cross-bar 7 not only stationary, but also to g3

fasten it in place in such a way that it will
not readily ‘become loosened, so as to inter-

fere with the operation of the device, the de-
scription of which here follows. =
~ To the upper end of the valve-stem 8 is
pivoted at' 12 one end of lever 13, which is
pivoted at 14 to cross-bar 7 and at 15 to the
plunger 16, said plunger being guided by the
opening 17 and tﬁe length of lever 13. 'When

1t 1s desired to use the powder contained in ¢

the receptacle, the hands may be moistened,
and the back or the palm of one of them magf

| be used to push the plunger 16 upwar
| thereby raising the end of lever 13 to which

same 1s attached, and consequently depress-
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ing the opposite end of said lever, whereby -

the valve-stem 8 and valve 5 will be forced

downwardly, thus opening the aperture 4 for

‘the powder to run out into or upon the actu-

ating hand. o
In this device it will be observed that the

advantage 1s present that but one hand is
needed to operate the valve and at the same
time toreceive the powder.

. Moreover, 1t.will
be observed that no veitical standards pro-
ject upwardly from the bottom ef the canis-
ter, nor are other projections or obstructions

located in same adjacent.to the opening 4,

thus allowing the powder to feed freely

therethrough. In Figs. 7 to 10 the modifica-
tion illustrated embraces both of these ad-

vantages; but the valve 5 instead of being
located on the outside of the receptacle is
located on the inside of same. Thus the
spring 6 is not a torsion-spring in this modifi-

cation, but a comﬁression—spring, one end

being fastened to the valve-stem 8 and the
other soldered at 18 to the wall of the can-

1ster. Inthisdevice the cross-bar 7 provides,
19 there-

by means of a central opening
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through, a guide for the stem 8, which causes

the valve 5 to center truly.

In Figs. 11 and 12 another internal valve

is provided, the valve-stem 8 of which is at-
tached to the end 20 of leaf-spring 21, riveted
or otherwise secured to the wall of the can-
ister. The comparative rigidity of the leaf-
spring 21 insures the proper seating of the

i valve.
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formed integral with the leaf-spring 23, is
moved to the right or the left to leave the

“aperture 4 open for the exit of the powder.

e other end of the leaf-spring 23 is riveted

- or otherwise suitably fixed to the canister. -
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It will be observed that the valve 5 in my

preferred form projects very slightly beyond.

the wall of the canister 1 and slopes upward
into the aperture 4, whereby an exceedingly
important advantage for a device of %js
character is obtained—namely, -that in the
first place water cannot readily lodge on the

- valve 5, so as to eake soap-powder thereon,

- that occurs when the valve 5 is depressed to

20

‘position. S |
- Having thus deseribed my said invention, |

en the aperture 4 the same will be cleaned

o
off every time the valve returns to its normal

- In Figs.-'_ 13 and 14 the 0pemng4 in the |
‘canister 1s closed by the valve 5, bearing the |
~ knob 22, by which said valve 5, borne by or |

t ister to said lever and

849,867

‘what I claim, and desire to sécure by Letters

Patent, 1s—

1. In a device of the character described,

‘the combination of & canistér haying an aper-

ture, a-valve controlling’ same, a valve-stem
on ‘which said valve is mounted, a pivoted
lever, and a plunger pivoted withm said can-

said canister through the bottom thereof..
2. In a device of the character deseribed,

‘the combination of a canister having an aper-

ture, a valve controlling same, a valve-stem

on which said valve is mounted, a pivoted
lever, and a plunger, both said plunger and

said valve-stem being pivoted tosaid pivoted

-and in the second place to the extent that |

J
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lever and being parallel to each other.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature in presence of two witnesses. ..

| - GEORGE L. THORNE.
Witnesses: = T |
" HueH K. WAGNER
. FrRANK D. THORNE
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