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To atl whom It ey coneeriv
Be it known that I, AvcusTta PROCTOR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Viro-

qua, in the county of Vernon and State of

Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Devices for Stretch-
ing and Drying Lace Curtains, of which the

following 1s a specification.

My invention has reference to devices for
stretching and drying lace curtains and anal-

ogous pieces of fabric; and it has for its ob-

ject to provide a simple and light device

~upon which lace curtains of various widths

may be expeditiously and easily secured with
a view of stretching and facihtating proper
drying of the same and from which the cur-

“talns may be as readily removed, and this

without liability of the curtains being torn or
otherwise injured. - _
The invention will he fully understeod

from the following description and cis. as
when the same are considercd In connection
-with the accompanying drawings, forming

part of this specification, in which—

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of the lace-

curtain -stretcher ard drier, constituting the

- present and preferred embodiment of my in-
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vention. Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the

device; and Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail trans-

verse section faken through the adjustable

band of the device, and one of the pegs,

through the medium of which the same 1s fas-
tened 1o one of the longitudinal strips of the

ro$atable drum and adjustably positioned on
said drum so suit the width of a curtain to be
‘stratched and dried. | 3 -

 Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in all of the views of the drawings, re-
ferring t0 which— * |

A isthe rotatable dram of my novel device,

sud B B are the standards, which are prefer-

“ably employed to support the drum st such a

50

¢, and spokes d, a longitudinal central shaft e,

height as to render it unnecessary for the
‘user of the device to stoop while engaged In
plgeing 2 curtain on or removing & curtam

from the drum. Both the drum and the
standards “are preferably of wood, though
they bbviously may be of any other suitable
material without in any way affecting the

‘spirit of my invention.

The drum A is preferablv, though not nec-
o ) » i

esserily, of circular form in cross-gsection and

is made up of heads a ¢/, having hubs b, nins

which .extends through and outwardly be-
yond the hubs of the heads to foxm trunniots

]
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“wheel 1), | | o
F is a band which-surrounds the drum A

7, and longitudinal strips ¢, extending be-

‘tween and fixedly connected to the rims of
the heads and arranged about the propor-

tional distance illustrated apart. Some of

the strips ¢, preferably the alternate ones,

are provided at intervals in their length with
apertures b, the said apertures being located
adjacent to the head a’ for a purpose pres-
ently set forth. ' -
hy a bar C and are provided In their upper
portions with suitable bearings 1, in which
the trunnions f of the drum A are journaled,
as best shownn Kig. 2. | |
D is a toothed wheel fixed to one end of the
drum A, and E is g gravitating pawl pivoted
to the adjacent standard B and positioned to
nor:ally engage the teeth of the said wheel.
By irtue of this provision 1t will be appar-
ent :hat the drumn A may be freely rotated
forwardly to wind a curtain thereon, and yet
is seonrely held against casual retrograde mo-

tio:.  When, however, it is desired to rotate

the dram backwardly, as in removing a
strev-hed and dried curtain from the drum,

the same may be readily acecomplished after

the pawl E is lifted out of engagement with

and is adjustaBle in the direction of the length

The standards B are prefembly connected

Go.
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thereof to suit the width of the curtain to be

stretched and dried, as will presentiy be
more fully explained. G G are pegs passed

through a{t)ertures in said band ¥ and de-

signed to be placed in certain of the aper-
tures b in the drum-strips ¢ to adjustably fix
the band to the drum. -

"H H are spurs or pins fixed to and extend-
ing radially from the rim of the drum-head ¢,
and I I are similar spurs or pins fixed to and

extending radially from the band I¥. The

spurs or pins H and T have to do with the fas-
tening of the curtain or other article vo be

stretcﬁled_ and dried on the drum A and con-

stitute important features of my invention,

“as will be presently appreciated.

i
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In' the practical use of the stretcher and
drier the band F is first positioned on the

drum A to suit the particular curtainto be

stretched and ‘dried. The eurtain 1is then
placed on the drum, and its edge portions are
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pressed down on the spurs or pins H and 1, .
when, as will be readily apiparent, it will be

securely fastened to the periphery of the
drum, though in such ianner that there is
no liability of it being torn or otherwise 1n-
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jurcd.  Subsequent to this initial fastening
of the curtain to the dru:n the drum is slowly
rotated forward to take up the curtain, and
as cach layer of the curtain assumes a posi-
tiont above the spurs or pins H and 1 such
layer 1s pressed down on the said spurs or

pins, with the result that when the entire cur--

tain is wound ¢n the drum the curtain wili be
held in a taut and smooth state and proper

‘drying of the same will be assured. - The
toothed wheel D and pawl K contribute ma-

tevially to'keeping the curtain taut while the

same 1s being placed on the 'drum, and yet

said toothed wheel and pawl do not interfere
with the ready removal of the curtain, for
when the pawl is lifted out, of engagement
with the wheel the drum A ma¥v be freely ro-
tated backward to facilitate such removal.
The curtain is removed by simply pulling 1t
in a gentle manner backwardly, the drum

gaining its movement from the curtain and
the spurs H and I permitting the layers of

curtain to freely léave the periphery of the
drum. o .

It will be gathered from the foregoing that
as a whole my novel device_permits free cir-
culation of air through a curtain mounted

‘thereon and 1n that way accelerates drying

. of the curtain.
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- Having described my iﬁvention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1sS— : - |
1. In a device for the purpose described,

the combination with a drum having one or |
more spurs or pins on its periphery adjacent

to one of its ends; of a band surrounding the

~drum and adjustable in the-direction of the

840,853

length thereof and having one or more spurs
or pins on its periphery, and means for ad-
justably fixing said band to the drum. "

2. In a device for the purpose described,
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the combination with a drum comprising

heads, one or more spurs or pins on the pe-
riphery of one head, and longitudinal strips
connecting the heads and provided at inter-
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‘vals-in their length with -perforations; of a

band surrounding the longitudinal strips of

the drum and adjustable in the direction of

the length thereof and having one or more

spurs or pins on its periphery, and pegs car-
ried by the band and arranged to be placed
in apertures of the strips of the drum.

-3. In a device for the purpose described,

the combination with standards; of a drum

comprising  heads having hubs, spokes and

rims, trunnions extending from the hubs of /

the heads and journaled in the standards, and
longitudinal strips connecting the rims of the
heads, a band surrounding the longitudinal
strips of the drum and adjustable i the di-
rection of the length of the same, means for
adjustably fixing the band to the drum, one
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O More B,Eurs_or pins on the periphery of one

head of t

devices on one standard and the drum for

holding the latter against retrograde move- -

ment. . -

e drum, one or more spurs or pins
-on the periphery of the band, and coacting

in presence of two witnesses, -
... AUGUSTA PROCTOR.
- "'Witnesses: _ '-

- "H. E. PAckaARrD,

Wn:*G. WEBB.
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