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folded sheet; third, to pro

COMBINED LETTER-SHEET AND ENVELOP.

No. 849,771,

Specification of Letters Patent, |

To all whom it may concern: N

Be it known that I, Wirriam A. CooK=E,
Jr., a citizen of the United States; residing at
New York, borough of Brooklyn, in the
county of Kings and State of New York,

“have invented a new and useful Improve- |
ment in a Combined Letter-Sheet and En- |-

Vﬁl@ﬁfof which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to combined letter

or note sheets and envelops. These articles

are usually made in a single piece cut out

from a sheet of paper, and they are adapted

to be folded to the form of an ordinary en-

velop In such a manner as to concea! the
writing upon the sheet and are partly self- |
- sealed to prevent unfolding and exposure of

-~

the written contents of the letier.

The object of the invention is, first, to pf?j_' -

duce & combined letter-sheet and envelop in
which when folded and sealed the infolded
art or parts. of the sheet cannot be with-
awn, slipped out, or spread to expose the

writing without tearing or defacing the sheet;
d, to produce a combined letter-sheet
and envelop in whieh when properly folded |

second, to
and sealed the writing is completely hidden
the flaps of the

_ J uce & combined
letter-sheet and envelop 1n which the writing-

bresking the seals or“tearing

surface shall be devoid:of deeply-creased or

perforated lines, so that the entire surface of

‘the sheet shall be smooth, even, and have as

perfect a writing-surface as ordinary writing-
paper; fourth, to produce a combined letter-

- sheet and envelop in which the writing-sur-

- face shall be clean and devoid of adhesive
material; fifth, to produce g combined letter-

-~ sheet and envelop which can be easily and

address, monogram, crest, date, &c., thereon:

40 qhuickly opened without danger of tearing the
. she

et, defacing the writing, or destroying the

<= gixth, to produce a combined letter-sheet and
' .envelop 1n which the top and bottom. sec-

LI I

an_ additional security against opening or

tions, which are infolded, are adapted -to be

positively and securely fastened together as

- spreading the folds of the letter-sheet.

‘ __50

The nature of the inventicn and the par-
ticular manner of making and using the same
are fully set forth in the following descrip-

- tion, which is te be read in connection with

- 55

the accompanying drawings, in which— .
 Sheet I, Figure 1, represents a plan of the
combined letter-sheet and envelop, showing

the writing-surface, the folding lines, and the.

¥

..' EI- - [

' end-sealing flaps. Figs;'Q to 5, inclusiﬁé,

represent perspective views of the same, illus-

trating the successive steps of folding and

sealing the sheet. -Fig. 6 represents the back

of the combined letter-sheet and envelol:l:' af-
illus-

ter being folded and sealed. Fig. 7 illu
trates the method of opening the folded and
sealed. letter-sheet. ent f
ter-sheet in which the top flaps and the bot-

tom foldable sections are adapted to be.

sealed together when folded. Fig. 9 repre-

sents a letter-sheet in which the bottom part

1s composed of a single section and which is
adapted to be sealed to the top flap-section.

Referring to Sheet I, W designates a sh;ee_t- '_
of paper of a general rectangular form.

The sheet is provided with slightly or faintl
defined
divide the sheet

K, and a fourth foldable section E.” The

ing flaps O/ 0’, which are divided from the

line with the vertical edges of the foldable sec-

tions and are.also divided transversely into
two parts by means of weakened lines 6 6,
which coincide with the folding-line 3 of the .

top flap-section when-the latter is folded.
These end-sealing flaps have on their upper

~surfaces at the outer edges comparatively

narrow bands of adhesive, which are indi-
cated by the parallel lines 7 7 on the same.
The face of the letter-sheet, which is shown
by Fig. 1, forms the writing-surface, which is

coextensive with the sheet and is flat,

smooth, and devoid of adhesive material.

Hence the entire surface can be written upon,
eing nothing upon said
surface to interfere with the writing or to soil

if necessary, there being

~ Patented April 9,1807.
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arallel folding-lines 1 2 3 4, which
into a back section A,

& irst fold G, a second fold O, a top flap-fold

§Ye)

Kig. 8 represents a let-
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‘ends of the back project beyond the edges of
the other folds and are formed into end-seal-
80
back by weakened lines 5 5 substantially in®

90
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the handsorclothing or which can be smeared

over the paper by contact with the hand.

The first fold is made by folding the section

C on the line 1, as indicated by Fig. 2, and

 then laying it down flat on the scction Q.

The second fold is made by folding the ]/ ec-
tion O on the line 2, -as indicated by Kig

-
and laying it down on the back A Wwith the:

1C5

section C underneath. The next fold is

made by folding the top flap-section K on
the line 3 and laying it down on the seetion

section K on the line 4 and Taying it down on
the top of the folded section O with the sec-

| tion K underneath. Thefaps O’ O/ are then

“E, and the last fold is made by folding the

110
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L folded over on _the weakened lines 5 5and ad- 1

5
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hesively fastened to the backs or outer sides
of the folded sections E and O, and, when
thus folded and fastenedhe doubled folded

eadge B’ between the sections K K coincides

with the transverse weakened lines 6 6 of the

end-sealing flaps, as shown by Fig. 5. The

sections K E are of necessarily less width
than the sections C O and correspond to the
width of the parts of the end-sealing. flaps
above the weakened lines 6 6, so that when
the sections K K are folded down on top of
section O thefolded edge K’ should invariably

coincide with the weakened lines 6 6. It 1s

preferted that the flaps should be divided by
the weakened lines 6 6 into two equal parts
and that the section K should correspond in
width to these partsof the flaps, so that when
folded down on section O the doubled edge E’
will be- about half-way between. the top and

bottom edges of the folded and sealed sheet;
but this is not essential, and the parts above

- and below may be of unequal width, the

25

- infolded top
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single instead of doub

third folding-line 3 being, however, corre- |

S ondin%ly placed to coincide with i,t‘when

the top flap-sections are folded. .

As the writing is confined to the surface of
the sheet and this surface 1s covered by fold-
ing the sections in the manner just.described,
it 1s’ completely hidden and cannot be seen

or exposed by opening out the folded top fiap-

seetion from the section O; neither can the
and bottom sections C O be
pulled out without tearing the sheet, owing

to the fact that the edge of the sectien C is.

infolded and pocketed between section O
and the back section A. - When the sheét is

folded and sealed in the manner deseribed, it
takes the form of an envelop, as shown by-

To open the letter-sheet, the finger or an

implement, such as the blade of a knife or:

paper-cutter, 1s inserted under the doubled
or folded edge K’ and pressed outward, there-
by causing the folded edge to bear against
the inner ends of the weakened lines 6 and

tear the end-sealing flans O O apart on

these lines and.also tear them away from the
ends of the back section A on the lines 5 5,
therchby releasing the sccetions K K, so that
they can be opened out flat. The bottom
sections C O are opened by. pressing them
outward, so as to tear the parts of the end-
sealing flaps below the weakened lines 6 6

from the back A on the weakened hnes 5 §,

and when these flaps are thus released and

opened out the entire writing is exposed to’

view. The double-folded c¢dge E’ being

nmuch stronger than the weakenedhines 6 6 of

the sealing-flaps when the sheet 1s to be
opened by pressing the folded edge outward,
the weakened hines yield readily and easily,
and there is no danger of tearing the folded

edge 1/, as would ]mp]i)en if the edge K’ were
. -1t 1s important to

. 849,771

reserve the integrity of the top sections K
, because the address, date, erest, mono-
gram, &c., are printed upon one or both of

‘these sections and would be destroyed if they
' should be torn in opening the sheet. :

A means of further securing the .letter-

sheet against being tampered with and the
writing from ‘being seen by unauthorized
eyes 1s illustrated by Figs. 8 and 9. The
former figure shows a letter-sheet of exactly

the same .fm_*m s the one heretofore de-
sernbed; but 1 addition to the adhesive on

the end-seahng flaps a narrow strip -of the

surface, which is indicated by 8, contiguous

to the edge of the bottom section C and on

: the back thereof, is coated with the adhe-.

sive, so that it may be sesled to the outer

.edge of the top flap-section K when the sheet,

is folded. In order that this additional seal-

ing may be effected, the folding of the bottom

section C is changed slightly, a folding-line

1* being employed, so that a supplementary

fold-C’ can be made, which is of the same
width as the top flap-section K. . The sec-
tion € 1n this form is turned upward. on the
folding-line 1, so that it will Ee above the
section O, and the supplementary fold C’ is

folded on the line 1* and laid down on the

section C, thus bringing the adhesive strij

-outside, so that when the top flap-section K

1g' turned 1ts outside surface contiguous to
its free edge will overlie the adhesive strip &,
and when the adhesive is moistened the two
meeting edges adhere together. The to

flap-section K may also have its surface a(E

jacent to-its free edge coated on the outside

73
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or back with the adhesive, as at 9, if desired.

When the top and bottom sections are thus
sealed, the folded sheet is still more secure.
Fig. 9 1llustrates a form of the sheet in

‘which the bottom section C is omitted and

the section O has an adhesive applied to its
back surface In a strip 8, contiguous to its

free ¢dge, and the top flap likewise has the

ncdhesive on its back surface in the saine man-
ner as described in connection with Fig. §;
but this strip of adhesive may be omitted, if
desired.  In this short sheet with a single
bottom section the sealing together of the
tolp flap-section K and section O makes the
folded sheet perfectly secure against unau-
thorized opening. B - |

I claim— | - |

‘1. A combined letter-sheet and envelop
consisting of a sheet of paper eomprising a

10§
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back section having end-sealing flaps there- -

on which are divided transversely by weak-

ened lines into two parts, bottom sections

and top flap-sections, the bottom sections
foldable together on top of the back section
and the top flap-sections foldable to form a

relatively narrow flap with a doubled edge,

which coincides with the transverse weak-

ened limes of the end-sealing flaps, substan-
tinlly as deseribed.
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- top flap-sections
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2. A combined letter-sheet and envelop
consisting of a sheet of paper divided by
transverse folding-lines into a back section
having end-sealing flaps divided therefrom
by weakened lines ‘and provided with trans-
verse weakened lines which divide it into two

parts, bottom sections which are foldable to- |

gether over on top of the hack sectlon, and
relatively narrow top flap-sections which are
foldable over on top
section 'so that the double folded edge is be-
tween the top and bottom edges of the folded

‘bottom sections thus forming a relatively

narrow flap, said doubled edge, when said
sections are thus folded and fastened by the
end-sealing flaps, coinciding with the trans-
verse weakened lines of the end-sealing flaps,
substanéiaily as described. |

3. A combined letter-shieet and envelop
consisting of a sheet of paper in which are
comprised & back section having extensions

at the end that form end-sealing flaps which

are divided from the back section amnd also
divided into two parts transversely by weak-
ened lines, foldable hottom sections of the
same width as the back section, and foldable
adapted to be folded to-
gether over and on top of the back section

- and the top flap-sections adapted to be fold-
30 ed together on top of the folded bottom sec-

of the folded bottom |

—

and corresponding to

tions so as to form a top flap-section of less
width than the back and folded sections, and
of the same width as
weakened lines of said end flaps.

4. A combined letter-sheet and envelop
consisting of a sheet of paper divided into g
back section having end-sealing flaps there-
on which are divided from the back section
and also divided into two parts transversely
by weakened lines, foldable bottom sections
of substantially the same width gs the back
section, foldable top flap-sections of less

&

the space above the
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width  than the back and bottom sectlons -

the parts of the end-
sealing flaps above the transverse weakened
lines, whereby when the bottom sectlons are
folded over and on top of the back section
and the top flap-sections folded down on top

| of the bottom folded sections, the double-

folded edge of the top flap-section coincides
with the transverse weakened lines of the
end-sealing flaps, substantially. as described.

In testimony that I claim the invention

- above set forth I have atlixed my signature

In presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM A. COOKLE, Jn.

- Witnesses: _
- Wirroxn C. Donv,
IIANs AMRuEIN.
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