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To all whom it maly COTCETTL:

" Be it known that I, BOSE B. BowERrs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ma-
con, in the county of Bibb and State of
Georgia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Trucks: and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such

as will enable others <killed in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the

same.

The truck forming the subject-matter of
this invention, while adapted for many gem-
eral purposes, is more particularly intended
for use in cotton, spinning, and weaving mills
for carrying the product from one machine or

part of the mill to another.

useful in factories and stores for transporting

goods between different departments. With
he trucks commonly employed for such pur-
poses 10 spinning-mills and elsewhere dam-
age is constantly occ asioned by striking of
ihe trucks against exposed portions of ma-
chinery and other objects with which the
trucks may come in contact, causing break-
age and injury to the machinery and mull
fixtures, as well as undue wear oIl the trucks,
and frequently splitting, breaking, or In-
juring the corners of the truck-boxes.
The objects of

hese difficulties and to provide an efficient
truck for the class of service above mentioned,
to which end my invention. resides in a de-
vice for protecting the corners of the truck-
body and any objects that it may strike and
in the general construction of the truck,
which is both simple and strong, as well as
particularly adapted for the specitfic uses and

my invention are to avol

~ purposes for which it is designed.
40

In the accompanyiag dc awings, which form
g part of this specification, Figure 1 1S a per-
spective view of a truck embodying my 1n-
vention. Fig. 2 is a top plan view ol the
truck frame. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the

The illustrated truck comprises a wheeled
truck - frame, upon which 1s mounted &
strongly-built box or body A for holding the
mill product, or material that is to be
transported. The corners of said box are
equipped with vertically-disposed rollers B,
offset outwardly or beyond the outer faces of
the sides or ends of the box, thereby present-
ing round revoluble COrners, which in case of

—

' striking any object will by

revolving ward oll
or take up the blow, thus preventing injury
to the corners of the box, as well as the ma-~
chine, fixture, or walls with which the box
may come in contact in moving the truck
about.  Said rollers may be of wood, or they
may be formed ol or €o ated with some suit-
able resilient material, such as hard rubber,
whereby the protection afforded by the roll-
ers would of course be enhanced.

For attaching the rollers to the corners of
the box any appropriate means Iinay o1
course be employed; but as 2 preferred con-
struction, which is, moreover, claimed as @
part of my invention, said rollers are shown
mounted in metal corner-pleces Or angle-
or to which the corners or the
end portions of the sides and ends of the box
ed. Sald angle-brackets may, 1n
fact, constitute the corner-joints of the box.
At their upper and lower ends sald corner-
pileces OT angle-brackets have suitable out-
wardly-projecting lugs ¢, in which the spin-
dles or axles of the rollers are secured, said
spindles in the present case consisting of long
bolts or rods loosely extending axially
through the rollers b.

The truck-frame D; upon which the box A
's mounted, is made smaller than the bottom
of the box and is completely covered thereby,
<o that in case of moving the truck against
any wall, machine, or other object the roll-
ers B of the truck-body would first strike
such object and prevent the truck-frame

the

from engaging and breaking or marring
same. Said truck -frame D is, moreover,
made relatively wider at the center and
more narrow toward the ends, the truck-
frame being constructed with its sides con-
vergingly inclined from its middle to 1ts oppo-
site ends, the purpose of which is to afford
still greater protection and prevent ma-
chinery, objects, 0Y fixtures, which are dis-
posed below the truck-box, from being
struck by the truck-frame, more especlally
where, as in cotton mill and spinnng ma-
chinery, a portion of the mechanism 18
placed low down in an exposed condition.
The truck-frame is, furthermore, upwat dly
‘nelined from its center to 1ts opposite ends,
the purpose of which is to raise the box or
truck-body to the desired elevation above
the floor.

To illustrate more clearly

the utility of the

foregoing, reference may be made, for ex-
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' éssentially confined to

ample, to the case of a
At the side of the ordinary spinning-frame is
a horizontal rail, known as the “step-rail.”’
While most of the opérative mechanism of
the spinning-frame is located within or be-
hind the step-rail, there are certgin project-
g parts below the same, particularly the
rocker-arms of the ¢ travis-rod,” said rocker-
arms lying below and extencing slightly out-
wardly beyond the step-rail. Now in using
the present truck it may be moved along-
side of the spinning-frame without hability
of the truck-frame encountering and dam-
aging the aforesaid rocker-arms or other
mechanism exposed near the floor, for the
box A overhangs or projects beyond the
truck-frame, and hence the rollers B would
first strike and ride easlly along the step-rail,
thereby holding off the truck-frame. T'his
illustrates only one of many instances where
the present truck would be of similar acl-
vantage.

It 1s apparent, therefore, that by means of
the aforesaid revoluble rollers at the corner

of the box or truck-body, in connection with |

the form and arrangement of the truck-
frame, as hereinbefore set torth, adequate
protection is afforded, not only to the truck,
but also to machinery, walls, fixtures, and
abutments, more especially in cotton, spin-
ning, and weaving mills, where a great deal of
the equipment is placed low down in an ex-

posed condition and where with the old- |

style trucks frequent injury was inflicted.
While the foregoing improvements are not
any particular strue-
ture, 1 have devised, however, as a part of
my mvention an improved construction of
the truck-frame, which is not only particu-
larly applicable to the needs and functions of
my present invention, but is also of valye as

~a simple, strong, and practicable mechanical
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construction. As shown, the truck-frame
comprises two wing-shaped side bars or mem-
bers d d, at the centers
casings d’ d’, inclosing the center supporting
wheels or rollers, all of the said supporting
wheels or rollers being designated in the

drawings by the letter E. A% each side of

the center wheels the arms of the said mem-

‘bers of the truck-frame are immclined con-

vergingly and also upwardly toward the OP-
posite ends of the truck, and at their extremi-
ties said arms are provided with apertured
lugs or ears d2, upon which the truck-box A
1s mounted and detachably bolted or other-
wise suitably fastened. At each end of the
truck-frame the said inclined arms are Joined

and braced together by intermediata brack-

ets or spiders d?, which are constructed with
depending bifurcated arms or casings d* in-
closing the end wheels or supporting-rollers.

The aforesaid supporting wheels or rollers
I are preferably four in number and dis-

spinning-machine. | posed two at the m

of which are formed |

|

849,527

of the truck and so arranged that the whole
contrivance rocks slightly on the center
wheels, thus facilitating turnine and ready
moving about of the truck. The wheels are
desirably broad, crown-faced, or slightly con-

vex on their peripheries, thiis a ording bet-
ter management of the truck in turning and

preventing the wheels from marring and in-
juring the floor.

The partition ¢ in the truck-box is merely
Terent

an arbitrary division of the box into di
compartments to receive different forms of
the product or to separate different classes
or varleties of material.
Or more such partitions, and the same may
be made removable. As shown, the parti-
tion divides the box into compartments of
different sizes, in the larger one of which raw
material may be placed, and the finished

product may be placed in the smaller COm-

partment.
It will be understood that various modifi-

cations may be made in the details of con.

struction and arrangement of parts, and the
Invention is” susceptible of embodiment in
various forms without departing from the
scope thereof. | . _

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a truck, the combination of a truck
box or body provided with freely-revoluble
abutments offset outwardly from and ar-
ranged to extend substantially the full height
of said body for warding off blows from ob-
jects with
tact. |

2. In a truck, a truck box or body having
its corners equipped with vertically-disposed
rollers offset outwardly beyond the sides and
ends of said box, thereby providing round
revoluble corners, substantially as and for
the purpose desecribed.

3. In a truck, a truck box or body having
metal angle-brackets attached at its COTrners,
sald brackets being |
rate i height with the box and having out-
wardly-projecting lugs at their upper and
lower ends, and vertically-disposed revoluble
rollers carried by the respective brackets and
mounted between the said lugs thereof, said
rollers being offset outwardly from the sides
and ends of the box, substantially as and for
the purpose described. -

4. A wheel-supported truck box or body
having protective rollers mounted at 1ts cor-
ners and extending substantially the full
height thereof, said rollers being arranged to
provide offset rounded corners for sajd box,
tor the purpose described.

5. A truck comprising a wheeled o roller-
supported carrier and a truck box or body
mounted thereon and overhanging or pro-

There may be one

which said body may come in con- .

substantially commensy-

1ddle and one at each end 6 5
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jecting beyond <aid carrier, and protective
rollers carried at the corners of said box,the
surfaces of said rollers being offset outwardly
from the outer faces of the sides and ends of

sald box. |
6. A truck comprising & wheel-supported

truck-frame having its sides convergingly 1n-

clined from its center toward its opposite
ends, a box or body mounted thereon and

overlying the sides of said truck-frame, and
protective rollers carried at the corners of

said box.
7 A truck comprising & wheel-supported

truck-frame consisting of side bars mounted
on central supp orting-wheels and having their
arms upwardly and convereingly inclined at
opposite sides of <aid central wheels, end sup-

porting-wheels attached at opposite ends of

said truck-frame, and a truck box or body
mnounted on said truck-frame.

. In a truck, the combination of a truck-
frame consisting of side bars mounted on cen-
- tral supporting-wheels and having their arms
upwardly and convergingly inclined at oppo-
site sides of said wheels, connecting-brackets
Lotween said arms at each end of said truck-
| frame, said brackets being mounted upon
supporting-wheels, and a truck box or body

mounted upon said truck-frame. .
Tn testimony whereof I atlix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

BOSE B. BOWERS.

Witnesses: |
L. D. MOORE,
OLIvER ORR.
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