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To all whony It maly CONCEri:

Be it known that I, Ozro G. SHERMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of 1i1-
nois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Pencil-Sharpeners, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to devices for sharp-
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ening pencils by removing superfluous mate-
rial to expose the central lead. Various de-
vices for this purpose have been in use, cspe-
cially those by which the material 1s re-
moved by some form of abrading or milling
apparatus. These devices are complicated

angle, which cannot be varied by the oper-
ator, and the angle is uniform both as to the
wood and the inclosed marking material. 1
have overcome the disadvantages of these,
as well as other pencil-sharpening devices, by
providing an apparatus adapted to shave the
pencil in a manner similar to that in which a
pocket-knife is employed, providing, how-
ever, accessories for guiding and regulating
the operation. By it a lead-pencil may be
readily and quickly sharpened. Any desired
taper of the wood or lead may be given at the
will of the operator, and the cutting edge
may be readily renewed or replaced. The
whole is simple and cheap and so compact
and of such a nature as to be a desirable ap-
purtenance to a desk or office table, while 1t
may be used, if desired, for a paper-weight.

A structure formed in accordance with the
principles of my invention is illustrated imn
the drawings, in which— |

Figure 1 shows a side view; Fig. 2, a top

view, and Fig. 3 is a vertical section on the

line 3 3 of Fig. 2. |

Further describing my invention with
reference to the drawings, in which like char-
acters of reference denote like parts through-
out, 1 is a base or foundation block upon
which the operative portions of my device
may be mounted. It may be of any desired
form, either curved or rectangular, as shown,
and is preferably hollow on the upper portion
to form a receptacle for shavings. A table
or bearing-block 2 is provided with a straight
ortion 3, the line of whose upper face 1s mdi-
cated by the dotted line 4 in Fig. 1. 1t
should be straight and inclined in the direc-
tion of the dotted line 3 3 or in the direction
of its length. Upturned flanges 6 on either
side thereof act as guides for a pencil when n
the process of sharpening. The under side
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of said bearing-block is cut away under the
flanges to form an opening 7. The lower
part of the plane portion is extended under
the cut-away part beneath the flanges to form
the lugs 8. The end of said block next the
opening is provided with a downwardly-
turned member 10, through which may be
passed the screw 11, having the knurled
A knife or bit 15, preferably of
considerable length, and in width sulflicient
to nearly span the slot 7, may be secured to
the bearing-block under the flanges by plac-
ing the cutting edge in the notch 9 above the
lug 8. Such notch should extend backward
some distance from the end of the lug, but be
rather shallow in its vertical dimension, so
that the slant edge of the knife will be en-
caged by the forward end of the lugs without
permitting the cutting edge to reach back
to the bottom thereof.  The relation of such
lugs to the aperture 7 should be such as to
sive a considerable opening or throat 77
When the knife is placed in the position
above deseribed, the screw 11 is turned into
engagement with the back thereol, thus
firmly securing the knife in place. An up-
richt 16, secured to the base 1 or formed n-
tegrally therewith, provides a support for the
end of the bearing-block facing the knife-
edge. This should preferably be elevated
above the other end, which in turn is sup-
ported and secured to the base by the mem-
ber 10. *

When the several parts are assembled as
described, a pencil may be drawn back and
forth between the flanges of the bearing-
block, and as it passes over the cutting edge
of the knife 15 the successive portions of ma-
terial may be removed. By holding it at the
desired angle and turning meanwhile any
form or character of point may be given either
to the wood or to the inclosed lead. As the
edge of the knife becomes dulled in use suc-
cessive fresh portions may be exposed untal
the edee has been used for the entire length,
when the knife may be sharpened or a new
one supplied at shieht expense. |

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, the following:

1. In a pencil-sharpener, a bearing-block,
cuiding-flanges on each side of the block at
one end thereof, the said block having a
straicht portion beyond the guiding-flanges
and being cut away in its underneath tace
under the said flanges and having lugs pro-

| jecting into said cut-away portion, a knife in
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sald cut-away portion supported at its cut-
ting edge by said lugs, and means carried by
the bearing-block for supporting the knife at
1ts other edge. .

2. In a pencil-sharpener, a foundation, and
a bearing-block supported at an incline on
sald foundation, guiding-flanges at each side
of the bearing-block adjacent one end, the said
bearing-block being cut away beneath said
guiding-flanges and having lugs projecting
into the cut-away portion, a knife supported
at 1ts cutting edge by sald lugs, and means
carried by the bearing-block for supporting
the opposite edge of said knife.

3. In a pencil-sharpener, a receptacle con-
stituting a foundation, and a bearing-block
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supported at an incline on said receptacle and
being cut away adjacent its lower end, lugs
carried by the bearing-block and projecting
into said cut-away portion, a knife mounted
in sald cut-away portion on said lugs with its
cutting edge lying above the face of the bear-
ing-block, and means carried by the bearing-

block for maintaining the knife in engage

ment with said lugs. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, this 13th day of October, A. D. 1906, in
the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

OZRO G. SHERMAN.

Witnesses: | |

Ray GiBBs,
W. H. Mrois.
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