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To all whom it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, Jorn B. KeEnNY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ge-
neva, in the county of Ontario and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
uselul Improvements in Basket-Handles, of

- which the following is a specification, refer-
- ence being had therein to the accompanying
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drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in
grape-baskets and similar containers, and
more particularly to a combined handle and
cover-fastening means for such containers.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device of this character which will be simple,
inexpensive, easy to apply, and very effect-
1ve for the purpose intended.

The above and other objects, which will ap-
pear as the nature of the invention is better
understood, are accomplished by the con-
struction 1illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

- FKigure 1 is a perspective view of a grape-

basket with my improved handle and cover-

fastener applied thereto. Fig. 2 1s a vertical

cross-section through the same, and Fig. 3 is

a detail view of the combined handle and

fiover-fastener betfore it is applied to the bas-
et.

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1
denotes a basket or other similar container
for grapes, fruit, and the like, and 2 denotes
the cover for the same. These parts may be
of any desired form and construction.

The numeral 3 denotes my combined han-
dle and cover-fastener, which i1s preferably
formed from a single piece of resilient wire of
suitable size. In making the device 3 the

- piece of wire 1s bent into the form shown in
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Kig. 3, so that it consists of a central horizon-
tal portion 4, forming a hand-grip, two sub-
stantially vertical side portions 5, and angu-
lar hook-shaped loops 6 at the lower ends of
the upright portions 5. These loops 6 are

; adapted to be engaged with the opposite sides

of the basket 1, and each has a straight por-

‘tion 7 to engage the outer face of the usual

reinforcing strip or band surrounding the up-

- per edge of the basket, an angular upper por-
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tion 8, which offsets the loop 6 from the up-
right portion 5 of the handle and which
serves as a shoulder to bear upon the upper
or outer edge of the cover 2, and thus friction-
ally retain the latter in its closed position
upon the basket, and a lower inwardly-pro-

| passed through the side of the Dbasket, as

shown 1n Ifig. 2, is adapted to be bent up-
wardly against the inner face of said side and
to have 1ts upper end project above the plane
of the top or upper edge of the basket. This
spur 9 1s slightly curved and has its upper
end beveled outwardly and downwardly, as
shown at 10, for a purpose presently ex-
plained. The length of the straight portion
7 of each loop 1s slightly less than that of the
width of the upper reinforcing-band on the
basket and the thickness of the cover 2, so
that the portion or shoulder 8 will be inclined
inwardly and upwardly, as shown in Ifig. 2
and will firmly engage the upper outer edge
of the basket-cover.

In applying the device 3 to the basket the

spurs 9 of the loops 6 are forced through the
centers of the sides of the basket immedi-
ately below its upper reinforcing-band, and
they are then bent upwardly against the in-
ner faces of the basket-sides, as clearly shown
n Ig. 2. When the spurs are thus bent up,
the handle will be effectively secured to the
basket and their upper ends or points will
project above the top of the basket and into
the cover 2, so as to effectively retain the lat-
ter 1n 1ts closed position. The spurs thus co-
act with the clamping-shoulders 8 to retain
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the cover upon the basket and obviate the ne-

cessity of wire hooks at the ends of the basket
or any other supplemental devices for fasten-
1ng or retaimning the cover in its closed posi-
tion. In applying the cover to the basket it
1s tilted to 1ts inclined position, (shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 2,) so that itsupper edge is
located 1n one of the upper corners of the han-
dle and its lower edge is located between the
upper edge of the opposite side of the basket
and the shoulder 8 above said edge. When
in this position, it will be seen that the cover
can be slid endwise into the handle untal 1t is
centered above the basket and that this ele-
vated edge may then be pressed down upon
the top of the basket or into a horizontal po-
sition, whereupon the ends 10 of the spurs 9
will enter the bottom face of the cover and its
edges will be effectively clamped by the shoul-

ders 8 to retain 1t in its closed position upon

the basket.

Owing to the resiliency of the handle itself,
and also to the flexibility of the sides of the
basket, the cover may be readily forced from
1ts dotted-line to its full-line position (shown
in Iig. 2)) and for the samereasonitmay be as

jecting portion or prong 9, which after being | readily moved from its fuli-line to its dotted-
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~ line position when it is desired to remove the
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cover. When the latter is desired, one of the
vertical portions 5 of the handle is pulled out-
wardly, and at the same time the adjacent
edge of the coveris pulled upwardly until said
edge slips over the shoulder 8 and the cover
assumes its dotted-line position in Fig. 2.
When in this position, it may be moved end-
wise and entirely detached from the basket.
Upon reference to the right-hand side of Fig.
2 it will be noted that the lower or right-
hand edge of the cover when in its dotted-line

position rests upon the upper edge of the side.

of the basket and slides in engagement with
the shoulder 8, and at the same time 1t does

not contact with the spur 9, owing to the in- |

ward curve of the latter and to the outward
bevel or inclination of 1ts point 10.

From the foregoing it will be observed that
my improved combined handle and cover-
fastener is of simple construction, so that 1t
may be manufactured at a small cost and
quickly and easily applied to the basket. It
will also be seen that the cover 2 may be
quickly and easily applied to and removed
from the basket and when in 1ts applied or
closed position will be effectively secured
without the use of wire hooks,loops, or other
supplemental fastening devices.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, i1s—

1. The combination with a container and a
cover therefor, of a handle for said contamner
provided with a shoulder to engage the top ot
the cover and with a spurlocated within the
container and engaged with the bottom face
of said cover for securing it upon the con-
tainer.

2. The combination with a container and a
cover therefor, of a handle provided at 1its
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ends with loops to engage the opposite sides
of said container, said loops having shoulders
to engage the edges of the cover, and spurs
located within the container and engaged
with the bottom face of said cover for secur-
ing 1t upon said container.

3. The combination with a basket and a

cover therefor, of a resilient metal handle

formed at its ends with loops to engage and
enter the opposite sides of the basket, said

loops having at their upper ends angularly-
disposed shoulders to engage the edges of the
cover, and at their lower ends upwardly and
inwardly projecting spurs located within the
basket and projecting above its upper edge
for engagement with the bottom face of the
cover, substantially as shown and for the
purpose set forth.

4. The combination with a basket and a
cover therefor, of a combined handle and
cover-fastener formed from a single piece of
resilient wire and bent to provide the hand-
orip 4, the upright portions 5 and the loops 6,
each of the latter having a straight portion 7
to engage the outer face of the side of the
basket, the inclined portion or shoulder 8 to
engage the top of the cover and the spur 9 lo-
cated within the basket and bearing against
the inner face of the basket, said spur having
its upper end projecting above the upper
edee of the basket for engagement with the
bottom face of the cover, said spur being
formed at its extremity with the outwardly-
beveled upper point 10, substantially as
shown and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
sicnature in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN B. KENNY.

Witnesses:
M. F. DEvVANEY,
P. H. Leanvy.
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