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Lo all whom it My coneern.: _
Beit known that I, FREDERICK GARRECHT

a citizen of the United States, and a resident.

of Idaho City, in the county of Boise and
State of Idaho, have invented a new and Im-
proved Can-Opener, of which the following is
a tull, clear, and exact description.

This invention is an IMprovement in can-
openers, relating to that class of can-openers
which form a permanent part of the can
structure and which is designed to be shipped
with the can, so as to always be ready for use
I opening the same.

An object of the invention 1s to so con-
struct the opener that it will lie flat on the
top of the can where it is usually applied and
have no proj ecting points from 1t, which is a
source of much inconvenience in packing
cans where this style of opener is employed.

Another. object of the invention 1S t0 pro-
vide effective means to prevent the acciden-
tal displacement of the can-opener from the

top of the can, which when not the case is
the frequent cause of the handle of the

opener becoming bent and rendering it unfit
Tor use.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
g drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in all the fig-
ures.

Figure 1is a central longitudinal section of
the upper part of a can-body with my im-
provements applied thereto, said gure show-
ing in dotted position a tongue at the end of
the handle before it is bent down to hold the
elements of the opener in place. Fig. 2 is g
section similar to the section in Kig. 1, but
showing the opener after it is drawn to op-
erative position for cutting out the can-top
and also showing in dotted lines the position
to which the handle of the opener 1s moved
10 order to pass the blade from the outside of
the can-body to and into the can-top. "~ Fig,
3 1S a plan view of the opener and the can as
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an inverted plan
view of the opener complete, and Fig. 5 is a
transverse vertical section on the line 55 of
Fig. 2 as viewed in the direction of the ar-
TOWS.

The numeral 1 indicates can-body, hav-
Ing a top 2 fixed thereto, to which my 1im-
proved can-opening device is applied. This
consists of a plate 3, soldered or otherwise
secured to the center of the top 2 and
through which passes a rivet 4, having an en-

| edges at 13.

[ larged head at its upper end. On this rivet, 4
| 1s pivoted a plate 5, which has a T-shaped

head 6 at its free end, as best shown in Hig. 4,
forming a guide for a hand]e member, herein-
after described. This ‘handle, which is indj-
cated by the numeral 7 in the drawings, is
substantially equal in length to the diameter
of the can to which it is to be aff

1Xed and has
its longitudinal edges 8 bent over in the same
direction upon it, forming guide-erooves for
the plate 5. A knife-blade 9 of triangular
shape and sharpened at both edges in order
that it may cut in either direction in which
the handle is moved is bent at right angles
from a square or rectangular plate 10 of g
width equal to the guides of the plate 5 and
to the distance between the guide-grooves in
which it is adapted to slide. A projecting
end 11 of the handle 7 , Which has the over-
turned edges 8 of the handle cut from 1t, 1s
bent downwardly, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
and forms a stop to limit the outward move-
ment of the knife-blade, as is evident. The
opposite end of the handle 7 ig provided with

& projecting tongue 12, which lies in 2 plane
with the handle in assembling the parts and

1s 1n use, but which is bent
downwardly at right

body of the can, as shown in Kig. 1, when the
can is put up for shipment. |

In assembling the opener the guide-plate
10 for the blade 9 is inserted in the guide-
grooves so that the blade will be adjacent
to the downwardly-bent end 11 of the handle.
9, which isipivotally attached to
the plate 3 through the rivet 4,1s then passed
into the guide-grooves, after which the ends
of the longitudinal edges 8 are bent down
at 13 on the handle to prevent the withdrawal
of the plate therefrom. The handle is then
pushed over the can-top until the projection
11 forces the blade 9 against the periphery
of the can-body, as shown in Fig. 1, after
which the tongue 12 is bent downward to en-
gage the can-body at a diametrical opposite
point. It is thus seen that the rivet 4,
plates 3, 5, and 10, and blade 9 are com-
pletely inclosed by the handle 7, the opener
presenting a smooth unbroken appearance
on the can-top. |

When the can is to

be opened, the tongue

1218 bent into the plane of the handle and

the handle drawn out at the opposite side
to the limit of itg movement, which will
be when the guide 6 strike the inwardly-bent
The handle is then Sprung up-

angles to engage the
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wardly to the dotted position shown in Fig.

2, when the point of the blade 918 p assed over
upon the can-top. DBy now pressing down on

ihe handle the blade is forced into. the can-

top and will cut 1t out circularly as the handle

‘s revolved in either direction about the rivet
4-as a center. |

Although 1 have
tion in detail, it 18 to

described the construc-
be understood that the

scope of the invention 1s limited only by the

annexed claims.
Having thus

Patent—
1. In combination with a can, & can-opener

comprising a handle having cuide-grooves on
pivoted at the center

its under face, means
of the can-top and slidable in the grooves, a
blade slidable in the grooves and projecting

from the handle, and a tongue projecting
from the handle, said blade and tongue pro-

viding means for engaging the can at oppo-
site sides and holding the handle against
movement. |

9. In a can-opener of the class described, a
handle, a blade slidably conneécted with the
handle, and means carried by the handle
cooperating with the blade adapted to engage
a can-body at opposite sides and hold the
handle against movement.

3. In a can-opener of the class described,
the combination of a handle, a blade shidably
connected with the handle, means slidably
copnected with the handle adapted to
pivotally connect 1t with a can-top, and

‘ described my invention, 1|
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
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means projecting from the handle coépemt-
ing with said blade adapted to engage a can-

body at opposite sides and hold the handle

against movement. ,

4. In combination with a can, a can-openet
comprising a handle having its longitudinal
edges |
blade slidable in the guide-grooves, a plate
pivoted to the center of the can-top and
slidable in the guide-grooves and discon-
nected from said blade, and means at -each
ond of the handle for limiting the sliding

movement of the blade and plate.

5 In combination with a can, a can-openet

comprising a handle having its longitudinal
edoes bent over to form ouide-grooves, -
Dlade slidable in the guide-grooves, a plate
pivoted at the center of the can-top slidable
in the guide-grooves and disconnected from

said blade, a downwardly-turned end at the
end of the handle for limiting the movement

of the blade and plate in one direction, means
for limiting their movement in the opposlte
direction, and a projecting tongue carried by
the handle codperating with

site points, for the purpose described. .

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence
of two subscribing witnesses.

FREDERICK GARRECHT.

Witnesses:
Wu. WARNER,
C. E. JoNEs.

bent over to form guide-grooves, a

| said blade for
engaging the can-body at diametrically oppo-
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