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To all 1whom Tt 1ol COTLCerit:

Be it known that we, FREDERICK .
WeaTEEREEAD and (GEORGE 0. ABsoTT, Of
Springfield, in the county of Windsor and

: State of Vermont, have invented certan new
and useful Improvements in Checkrein-
Holders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates

1o ers for harnesses.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device whereby the ~heckrein may be readily
coupled to or uncoupled from the saddle or
other suitable part of the harness.

An undesirable Teature of the ordimary

check-hook and holders hereto-

to checkrein-hold-

of checkrein-
fore employed is that in coupling or uncoup-
ling the checkrein it must be retracted be-
vond the point where it is normally held and
‘here be given a locking or hooking move-
ment.
ein be ever so slight, 1t is with
that the rein may be fastened.

The device provided by the present mven-
tion comprises twWo members, of which one 1s
adapted to be ~ttached to the saddle and the
other to the checkrein. 1o couple the mem-
bers, the one to which the checkrein 1s at-
tached is adapted to be inserted into a cham-
her in the other m a rearward direction.
When it is inserted to the richt depth, 2
spring-latch autom atically locks the two
members together. The inserted member
cannot then be withdrawn unless it be first
turned in the chamber 1
tatch. A slicht turn is the only movement
necessary to release the checkre

20

difficulty

19

(A §

ein.

Of the accompanying drawines, Figure 118
o side elevation of the two coupling members
separated. Iig. 2 s a vertical section of the
nembers coupled together and attached to a
harness-saddle. Fig. 3 's an enlarged verti-
cal section of the lotachable member. Kig.
4 is an enlarged section ON the line 4 4 of
Fig. 1. .

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts or teatures in all the figures.

Fig. 2 of the drawings illustrates means
whereby the device may be. attached to a
<addle.” The fixed member and detachable
member are indicated, respectively, at 10
-nd 20 and the saddle at 30.. The member
10 has a square boss 11, which projects 1nto
the saddle 30 to the ander side of the metal

40

45

50

If the resisting tension of the check-

saddletree 31. The majority of saddle-
trees are each provided with a square hole
for the reception of a bolt Tor attaching the
ordinary catch-hook, so the hole is utilized 1n
the present case for the reception of the boss
11, which is made square to fit the hole. The
member 10 is fastened to the saddle by
serews 32, whose heads overlap the saddle-
tree 31. 12 is a cylindrical chamber extend-
ing from the front face of the member 10 to-
ward the rear thereof. The member 20 has
an eye 21 at its forward end and at the upper
<ide thereof, through which the checkrein is
looped for attachment thereto. The body of
the member 20 is ¢ Jindrical, so as to be
adapted to be ‘nserted into the chamber 12
-nd have a “‘running fit” therein. _
99 is formed in the member 20 and extends
upwardly from the hottom thereof. Said

L

<ocket is for the reception of & latch or plun-
oer 23, which 1s preferably cupped and which
has an elongated noteh 24 on its exterior sur-
face. 'lhe Tatch 23 is held in the socket 22 by

a pin 25, which intersects the wall of the
<ocket and occupies the notch
spring 26 1s compressed between the bottom
of the interior of the latch and the top of the
<ocket 22 for the purpose of normally forcing
he lateh outwardly as far as the notch 24
and pin 25 permit. The rear edge of the pro-
jecting end ol ihe latch is beveled, as indi-
cated at 27, so that when the member 20 1s
“heerted into the chamber of the member 10
the latch is forced into the socket by the en-
cagement of the face 27 by the wall of the
chamber.

When the member 20 1s inserted into the
chamber 12 to the right depth, the latch 23
registers with 2 semicircular groove 13,
tormed in the lower half of the chamber, and
is projected thereinto by the spring 26. (See
Figs. 2 and 4.) The member 20 is theretore
prevented from being withdrawn so long as
ihe latch projects into the groove 13. The
periphery of the groove converges toward
that of the chamber 12, as shown by Fig. 4.
By reason of this formation the bottom of the
oroove constitutes a cam which when the
nember 20 is rotated in the chamber 12 Torces
the latch back into said member, and thereby
anlocks said member. The member 10 18
provided with & thimble or hollow: follower
14, which occupies the chamber 12 and has

| o Tunning fit therein. Said follower 1s set
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6o member adapted to be

end of the chamber and

2

o that its closed and 18
1cal spring 15, of which
the interior of the fol-
lower and the other en( to the member 10 , 18
placed between said follower and the inner
exerts its pressure to
force said follower outwardly. When the
member 20 is not in the chamber 12, the fol-
lower is projected forwardly to the mouth of
the chamber. Fig. 1.) The Opening is

into the chamber,
outermos_t. A hel

nserted, the follower is f _
tion shown by Fig. 2, and when saj( member

The member 20 s
being accidentally rotated in the chamber 12
by the tension of the checkrein on the eccen.
trically-located eye 21 by the pressure of the
spring-pressed latch 23 on the converging
wall of the groove 13 and by the pressure of
the spring-pressed follower 14 upon the inner
end thereof.

Having thus explained the nature of the
nvention and described 2 way of construct-

Ing and using the same, although without at-
tempting to set forth all of the forms in whicl,

1t may be made or all of the modes of jtg use,

‘we declare that what we claim is—

1. A checkrein-holder COMPrisIng two tele-
SCOpIng members adapted to be rotated one
with relation to the other, one of said mem.
bers being adapted to be attached to o suit-
able part of the harness and the other to e

one with relation to the other.

2. A checkrein-holder COmMprising two tele-
Scoping members of which one is adapted to
be attached to a suitable part of the harnegs
and 1s provided with g chamber extending
Irom the front toward the regr thereof, g

bers are relatively rotated.
9. A checkrein-holder COMPIISING 8 mem-
ber adapted to be affixed to a suitable part of

the harness, and having a chamber extending
front toward the regr thereof, a

from the

said comn

attached to the check- |

848,418

- rem and to enter said chamber, and to rotate

In said chamber, and means adapted to auto-
matically prevent the withdrawal of said

checkrein member when said meniber is at

rein member when

4. A checkrein-holder comprising
fixed to a suitable

the harness, and having a chamber extending
from the front of said member toward the
rear thereof, a member of which one end ig
adapted to be attached to the
of which the other end is adapted to be insert-
ed Into said chamber when said checkrein
member is at any posttion of rotation about
an axis extending longitudinaﬂy thereof, and
to rotate in said chamber, and means for au-
tomatically locking said "checkrein member
to said fixed member when sald checkrein
member is at any position of rotation between

a Imem-

two predetermined points, and for releasing

sald checkrein member when the latter is ro-
tated beyond either of said points. o

5. A checkrein - holder
separable members of which one 1s adapted
to rotate in the other, means for allixing the
outer member to a suitable part of the har-
ness, so that the axis of rotation extends lon-
gitudinally thereof, means for locking said
rotatable member against withdrawal from
sald outer member when said rotatable mem-
ber is between two predetermined points of
rotation, and for uniocking said rotatable

member when said member iq rotated beyond

either of said points, and means on said 10~
tatable member adapted to be attached to
the checkrein and to normally } '
tatable member in locked position by reason

s

of the direction of tension of the checkrein.

6. A checkrein-holder COMPTISING & mem-

ber adapted to be affixed to s suitable part of
the harness, and having a chamber open at
one end, a spring-pressed follower adapted to
normally fill the mouth of said chamber and
to be forced mmwardly against the ’

pressure, a complemental member adapted

to be inserted into said chamber against said _

follower, said complemental member being
also adapted to he connected to the check.
rein, and means for locking and
nlemental member in said

In testimony
signatures

whereof we have affixed our
1 presence ol two witnesses.

FREDERICK &, WEATHERHEAD.

| GEORGE 0. ABBOTT,
Witnesses:

C. G. LroNarp,
FrED H. SeavLping.

sald member is rotated
beyond either of said predetermined points.

checkrein and

comprising  two
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