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| and lower surfaces and at a point distant

1o all whoi T6 may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Joux W. MEAKER, a | from its front marginal edge. Said top when 55
citizen of the United States, residing at De- | in its closed position to serve as a table-top
troit, in the county of Wayne and State of | rests at its rear margin upon the rear rail ¢’ of

5 Michigan, have invented a new and useful | the main frame and has 1ts front marginal
Combined Desk, Table, and Book-Rest, of edge 6’ substantially coincident with the up-
which the following is a specification. per mner edge of the front rail ¢, so that 6c

My mvention relates to a combined desk, | when said top 1s swung upwardly and out-
table, and book-rest, and is an improvement wardly on 1its pivots from its position as a

ro 1 that class of convertible stands or tables table-top (illustrated in Figs. 1 and 4) to con-
which have a pivotally-mounted top or leaf | vert the device into an open writing-desk, as
and a movable cabinet adapted to be dropped | illustrated in Figs. 3 or 5, the front edge of 65
below the level of the top when the latter is | the top will swing down and rearwardly to
closed to serve as a table-top and which is engage and lift a desk-cabinet C, that is suit-

15 elevated when said top is opened outwardly ably mounted movably within the main
to convert the device into a writing-desk. frame A. The desk-cabinet is fully lifted

The mvention consists in the matters here- | when the pivoted top is swung fully forward 7o
mnafter deseribed, and particularly pointed | to form a horizontal writing-table in front of
out m the appended claims. the cabinet and when so lifted presents a

20 As illustrated in the accompanying draw- rearwardly and upwardly inclined front, as
ngs, Figures 1, 2, and 3 are perspective views | shown in Kigs. 3, 5, and 6. It is sustained
of a device embodying my invention, said | in this elevated position by means of a suit- 75
figures respectively illustrating the device | able latch or equivalent removable support,
arranged as a table, as a book-rest, and as an | so that it may at pleasure be returned to its

25 open writing-desk. Fig. 4 is a sectional | fully-lowered position within the main frame
view taken on line 4 4 of Fig. 1, showing the | when the top 1s again swung over backwardly
upper portion of the main frame in section | to form the table-top; but it is a feature of 8o
and the desk-cabinet in end view. Fig. 5 is my invention that the reversible top B is
a sectional view taken on line 5 5 of Fig. 3. | movable independently of the desk-cabinet,

30 Ig. 6 is a sectional view corresponding to | so that after the cabinet has been brought to
If1g. 5, but with the parts arranged to serve | and locked in its raised position the top B
as a book-rest; and Figs. 7 and S are detail may be swung back from its outwardly-low- 8
views of the latch which serves to support | ered position (shown in Figs. 3 and 5) against
the desk-cabinet in its elevated position and | the inclined front of the cabinet, as shown in

35 which also serves to lock the top in its closed Figs. 2 and 6, in which position it has the ad-
position when serving as a table-top. vantage of serving the new function of an in-

Referring to said drawings, A indicates a | clined book-rest adapted to support a book or 9o
mam frame, the design and finish of which | sheet of music in a convenient position to be
may be widely varied to suit particular | read by a person in a sitting position before

40 fancy. As shown, said frame is made up of | the device. In this position of the top B its
a tront rail ¢, a rear rail ¢/, and two side rails | front edge, swinging downward inside the
@ a*, secured together to form a rectangular | front rail @ of the main frame, is carried be- g5
structure. This frame may be provided | low the top of said front rail, and the latter
with legs ¢® or may be mounted upon a ped- | therefore serves as a foot-rest for the hook or

45 estal or other suitable support. music-sheet placed upon the inclined top.

Pivotally mounted between the side rails ¢ In the preferred construction illustrated in
18 a reversible top B, said side rails extend- | the drawings the desk-cabinet is movably roo
ing above the front and rear rails ¢ and o/ | mounted within the main stand-frame A by
a distance about equal to the thickness of providing said cabinet with metal strap-arms

50 sald top to afford supports for the studs or | D D at its sides or ends, which arms are pro-
prvots b, which connect the top B to the side | vided at their front projecting extremities d d
rails. These pivots are located one on each | to the side or end rails of the main frame, and 1053
side of said top midway between its upper preferably on the same pivots upon which the
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reversible top B is pivoted, as shown in Figs.
4,5 and 6. By giving to said arms D D pro-
jections d d of suitable length beyond the
front face of the cabinet the open front of
said cabinet is closely shut by the top B,
when the cabinet and top are in the book-rest
position, (shown in Figs. 2 and 6,) and by
additionally providing a stop limiting the de-
scent of the desk-cabinet within the main
frame the same tight closure of the desk-cabi-
net is effected and preserved when the device
is in the form of a closed table, as illustrated
in Figs. 1 and 4. Such a step for limiting the
descent of the pivoted desk-cabinet 1s shown
in Figs. 4, 5, and 6 of the drawings in the
form of a vertical partition I, arranged 1n the
stand-frame parallel with the front rail @
thereof between the end rails ¢* and forming
with the front rail and a bottom piece ¢ a con-
venient receptacle which is accessible when
thetop Bisheld in the inclined pesition. - (In-
dicated by dotted lines in Fig.6.) The desk-

cabinet strikes this stop K, as shown in Kig. 4,

at the corner of the bottom extension {7,
which is formed cn the cabinet to give a de-
sired depth to the paper-sheet compartments,
(seen at the left hand of the cabinet inFig.2;)
but, obviously, any cther form of stop for the
cabinet may be used.

In order that the top B, which when
closed backwardly to form a table-top rests
at 1ts rear margin upon the rear rail ¢’ of the
main {rame, may extend equally far at the

front of the table, the upper inner portion ot

the front rail ¢ of the main frame 1s cut away
or beveled off, as shown in Kigs. 4, 5, and 6,
the bevel given this portion of the front rail
being preferably concaved to coincide with
the arc in which the extreme front edge of
the top B swings, as illustrated in these {ig-
ures. The extreme upperedgeof the top rail
B may be made as thin as desired to lessen
the inset of the front edge of the top when
the latter is in its closed horizontal position,
shown in Fig. 1,) wherein (in connection
with Fig. 4) 1t will be observed that the rear
edee of the table-top is given the same 1mset

as the front edge, and the end rails of the

main frame are also rabbeted to correspond
with the front and rear insets of the top to
oive the visual effect of a table-top having ¢
slicht and uniform inset all around, as shown
in Fig. 1. If after determining the best posi-
tion of the pivots b b for the reversible top 13
it is found that the front edge of said top
when in its position as a book-rest does not
reach the beveled surface of the front rail ¢ ol
the main frame, a supplemental strip ¢* may
be fastened to the latter to closely proximate
the top B in this inclined position, so as to
complete the ‘closure of the receptacle I, as
seen in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, for the exclusion ol
dust and for preventing the slipping into said
receptacle of articles placed upon the book-
rest.
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The ¢ateh device which I have shown (and

have found most desirable)is one suittable not

only for locking and unlocking the desk-cabi-
net in its elevated position, but also for lock-
ing and unlocking the table-top m 1ts rear-
wardly fully-closed position, the same being
shown in Figs. 4,5, 6,7, and 8. In these fig-
ures I 1s a metal spring-plate, the upper
end of which is seen in enlarged front view 1n
Fig. 8 and in side view 1 Ifig. 7, and the
lower end of which is also shown in Iigs. 4, 5,
and 6, screwed or otherwise attached to the

inner surface of the rear rail -_@’ of the main
This spring ¥ normally stands with

frame.
its upper end against the inner surface of the
rail ¢/, as indicated in Tig. 7, and 1t 1s pro-
vided on its front face with a projection I,
which at its top forms a shoulder . In the
preferred construction shown the cabinet 1s
made to carry a longitudinally - movable

spring-actuated bolt G, which is arranged in

the path of the projection ¥’ and of 1ts top
shoulder 7, said bolt (x being also arranged 1n
its supports on the cabinet to have a vibra-
tory movement at its front end. Said front

end of the bolt G extends forward in position

to be struck by the adjacent margin of the
reversible top B, so that a stud ¢ on the front
end of the bolt is pressed up by the top B
when the latter is fully opened forwardly, as
shown in Fig. 5, so that the stud g projects

upwardly through an opening in the bottom
of the cabinet, where it is accessible to the

finger of the person sitting at the desk for the
purpose of retracting said bolt (x out of en-

“gagement with the projection ¥’ on the

catch, and thus enabling the person from his
sitting position torelease the cabinet prepara-
tory to lowering it and to theswinging of the
top over backwardly into its table-top post-
tion. When the top B 1s partially swung
from its forwardly-extended position, so as
to clear it from the forward end of the bolt

“while the bolt is unretracted, the weight of

the cabinet of course rests upon the rear end
of the bolt, which is still engaged with the
shoulder #, and thereby said bolt 1s vibrated

- downwardly at its front end, so as to retract

the stud ¢gout of position for seizure by the
finger, and the desk-cabinet therefore con-
tinues to be upheld, while the top B 1s free to
be swung over against the front inclined sur-
face of sald cabinet to form a book-rest, as
shown in KFig. 6. On the other hand, 1f the
holt be retracted and held retracted by the
finger for a moment while the top Bis started
upwardly from its forwardly-extended posi-
tion the cabinet will descend, and the top B

' may be swung clear over to-form the top of

the table. '
For the purpose of locking the top B in 1ts
extreme backward position said top is pro-

vided with a recess 0%, over which 1s a suita-
The spring-catceh

bly-secured keeper 0°. T
plate I is also provided with a projection *,
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rising above the level of the shoulder f from
the front portion of the projection F’, said
projection F* having at is upper or free end a
beveled cateh-hook 7* adapted to engage
with tie keeper 0°, as best shown in Figs. 7
and 8. In fully lowering the top B upon the
rear rail ¢’ of the main frame the keeper,
therefore, automatically engages the catch-
hook f*. To unlock the top from this cateh,
the plate I has the upward prolongation £/,
which also enters the recess §* in the top B,

80 that by pressing the finger inwardly

against the upper accesible end f7 of the
spring -plate I' the top may be unlatched,
and by a simultaneous lifting movement of
the rear margin of the table-top the latter
may be started in its upward and forward
SWINg.

Other forms of catch devices than that
herein shown may obviously be employed,
and variations may be made in many details
of construction without departure from my
invention. '

What T claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. A combined desk, table and book-rest,
comprising a stand provided with a pivotally-
mounted, reversihle top adapted to open out
for converting the device from a table into
a writing-desk; a movable desk-cabinet, nor-
mally below the level of said top, and adapt-
ed to be elevated when said top is moved
from 1ts position as a table-top, said cabinet

“being constructed to permit of its being cov-

erec when in its elevated position by said re-
versible top, the latter in this position form-
ing an inclimed book-rest.

2. A combined desk, table and book-rest,
COMPrising an open main or stand frame, a
reversible top mounted in the frame upon
pivots located at a distance back of the front
edge of the top and of the frame-front, said
top closing said frame when serving as a ta-
ble-top, and being adapted to swing out-
wardly on its pivotal supports to convert the
table into an openwriting-desk; a vertically-
movable desk-cabinet within the frame and

normally below said top, said cabinet heing

constructed to be engaged and elevated by
sald top when the latter is swung from its po-
sttion as a table-top to its outwardlv-extend-
ed position, and means for supporting said
cabinet in its elevated position independently
of said top, whereby the latter may be closed
back upon the elevated cabinet to form an
inclined book-rest. |

3. A combined desk, table and book-rest,
comprising a substantially rectangular main
stand-frame made up of front, rear and side
rails; a pivotally - mounted, reversible top
which, when serving as-a table-top, has one
edge resting on the rear rail with its opposite
edge substantially coincident with the upper,
mner edge of the front rail, said top having
1ts pivotal supports located at a distance

fromits last-mentioned edge and being adapt-
el to turn upon said supports for convert-
ing the table into a writing-desk; a desk-
cabinet mounted movably in the frame and
normaily relow said top, the cabinet being
arranged to be engaged and lifted by the top
wien said top 1s swung over outwardly from
1ts position as a table-top, and means for sup-
porting the desk-cabinet in its elevated posi-
ticn independently of said top.

4. A combined desk, table and book-rest,
comprising a stand-frame provided with a
pivotally-mounted, reversible top adapted to
open outwardiy for converting the table into
a writing-desk ; a movable desk-cabinet nor-
maliy beiow the level of said top, said cabi-
net pemg constructed to be engaged and
elevated bvsaid top when the latter is opened
outwardiy; means for supporting said cabi-
net in 1ts elevated position independently of
said top, and means for releasing said sup-
porting means, said releasing means being
accessible only when said top is practically
10 1ts Tully-opened position.

5. A combined desk,.table and book-rest,
comprising a table or stand provided with a
pivotally-mounted, reversible top, said top
having 1ts pivotal supports located at a dis-
tance from 1ts front edge and being construct-
ed to open eutwardly for converting the de-
vice from a table into a writing-desk; a piv-
otatly-mounted desk-cabinet normally below
said top and having its pivotal axis practi-
cally comncident .with the axis of said top,
said cabinet being constructed to be engaged
and lfted by the top when the latter is
moved irom its closed to its open position,
and a latch for supporting said cabinet in its
elevated position.

6. A combined desk, table and boolk-rest,
comprising a stand provided with a pivot-
ally-mounted, reversible top adapted to open
outwardly for converting the device from a
table mto a desk, a movable desk-cabinet
normally below the level of said top and
acdlapted to be engaged and elevated by said
top when the latter is moved from its closed
to 1ts tully-opened position, a spring-pressed
bolt mounted on said cabinet and a latch at-

tached to the stand adapted to engage said

bolt when the cabinet is in its elevated posi-
tion, said bolt being located and constructed
to be engaged and moved up by said top from
an 1maccessible to an accessible position.

7. A combined desk, table and book-rest,
comprising a rectangular stand-frame the
front rail of which is beveled at its inner up-
per portion, a reversible top pivoted to the
stand back of the beveled front rail thereof
so that, in the swinging movement of said
top, its adjacent edge proximates the beveled
surface of the rail, a vertically-movable desk-
cabinet having an upwardly and rearwardly
inclined front, when raised, and sustained in

| this position independently of the pivoted
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, top, whereby the top may be swung back- | position and to hold the swinging top i its
wardly against the desk-cabinet to form' a | closed position, substantially as described.

book - rest, and whereby the book-rest so In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
formed will have a foot consisting of the bev- | my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-
5 eled portion of the front stand-rail. - NEsses.

8. In combination with the main frame,
a vertically -movable desk-cabmmet and an
independently - movable pivoted top, of a @  Witnesses:
double latch for both the cabinet and the top, Wi, A. SANDS,
1o adapted to hold the cabinet i 1fs elevated ArTnur C. BECKER.

JOHN W. MEAKER.
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