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No. 848,208.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented March 26, 1907.

Application filed July 30, 1908. Serial #lo. 328,408,

Lo all whom it Y COTLCCTTL: |

Be 1t known that I, RoBERT A. Ropgsc, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Dixon, in the county of Lee and
State of Illinois, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Automatic Pi
anos, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of auto-
matic-piano players in which a pneumadtic-
ally -actuated playing mechanism is con-
trolled by a traveling perforated music-sheet
or like controlling means; and the present

improvement has for its object to provide a |

simple and eflicient structural arrangement of
the manually-actuated exhaust-pump of the
pneumatic playing mechanism
ating pedal mechanism for operating said
pump adapted to afford an easy and effective
operation by the player, all as will hereinafter
more Tully appear. _ |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of an automatic plano with
the lower portion thereof in vertical section
and illustrating the peneral arrangement of
the present improvement. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged side view of the front part of the pedal-
lever. Fig. 3 is an enlarced plan view of the
same. o

Similar numerals of reference indicate like
parts in the different views. !

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
imclosing frame or casing of the plano, hav-
mg the usual sereen-board 2, lower molding-
rail 3, and bottom board 4 and other minor
parts usual to an upright piano.

5 1s the manually-actuated exhaust-pump
of the pneumatic plaving mechanism of the
plano arranged in the lower part of the
prano-casing 1 immediately to the rear of the
screen-voard 2, as shown.  Such pump may
be of any usunal construction, the bellows
form shown being preferred in that it can be
arranged for convenient actuation by the
pedal-lever thereinafter described. |

6 1s the collapsible exhaust equalizing or
accumulating chamber of any usual form,
communicating with the exhaust-pump 5

and adapted to equalize the exhaust action

of such pump or a pair of such pumps, when
two are used, to create the exhaust power of
the playing mechanism.

7 1s the pedal-lever for actuating the ex-
haust-pump 5 of the aforesaid pumping
mechanism. In the present Improvement
such lever is provided with a depending arm

and the oper-

¥

8 intermediate of its

length, by which it is piv-
oted to the

pottom board 4 of the piano-cas-

1ng by suitable pivot-brackets, as shown in
Thg. 1.

The forward end of said lever Pro-
jects through an opening in the bottom front

rail 9 of the piano-casing and carries at its

forward end a roller 10 for operative engage-
ment by the foot of the operator. At its
rear end such lever is formed with an un-
turned angular extension 11, the free end of
which is operatively connected by a link 12
to the movable member of the exhaust-
pump, as shown.

Such construction is adapted to afford a
very compact and ellicient arrangement. of
parts, whereby the operation of the exhaust-

venlent manner. _

Having thus fully described my said in-
vention, what I claim as new, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an automatic plano, of the type
herein described, the combination of a plano-
casimng, a main exhaust-pump of the bellows
type arranged in the interior of said casing
with the free end of the movable member of
sald pump in adjacent relation to the hottomny
board of said casing, a pedal-lever plvoted
within the piano-casing and provided with a
forwardly-extending pedal end, an interme-
diate depending arm and an upturned angu-
lar inner end, and a link connecting said in-
ner end of the pedal-lever with the movahle
member of the exhaust-pump.

2. In an automatic piano of the type here-
1n described, the combination of a plano-cas-

pump cai be effected in a very easy and con-

1Ne, a main exhaust-pump of the bellows

type arranged in the interior of said casing
with the free end of the movable member of
sald pump in adjacent relation to the bottom
board of said casing, a pedal-lever 1voted
within the piano-casing and provideff with a
forwardly-extending pedal. end, an interme-
diate depending arm and an upturned angu-
lar inner end, a roller mounted on the for-
warc end of said pedal-lever, and a link con-
necting the inner end of said lever with the
movable member of the exhaust-pump.

Sgned at Chicago, Illinois, this27th da y of
July, 1906.

ROBERT A. RODESCH.

Witnesses:
RoBErT BURNS,
HeNry MozE,
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