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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Epwarp McCORMICE,
3, cltizen of the United States, residing at Du-
quesne, in the county ¢ Allegheny and State

“and useful Improvements in Splice-Bars, of
which the following 1s a specification.

This invention rela,tes to splice-bars far

~rail-joints. -
1o One object 1s to provide a simple, inexpen-
“sive, durable, and e
purpose stated.

" Another object resides in the provision of a
raﬂ -joint embodying such characteristics as
to cause the gravity to be concentrated in the
center of the I’&ll

With the above and other objects 1 view

- the present mvention consists in the combi-

‘nation and arrangement of parts herematter
‘more clearly described, illustrated in the
acCOmMpanying drawmgs
pointed out in the appended claim, it being
understood that changes may be made in the
proportions, size, materials, and minor de-
tails without dep artmg from the Spirit or sac-
rificing any oi the advantages ol the i ]nven-
- tion.

In the drawmﬁs Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the mventlon “and Fig. 2 18 an en-
larged cross-sectional view.

Referring now more pa,rticularlv to the ac-
companying drawings, the reiercnce charac-
ters 1 and 2 indicate .a,buttmg:-' rall-sections,

~and 3 the splice-bars for connecting the sec-
tions. The splice-bars are the same in for-
mation, and each consists of a vertical por-
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tion 4, each portion having a longitudinal

head 5 for engagenient with the under face of
the head of the rails, the lower edge of each
bar sluping downwarc‘ly at 6, accordin 1 to
‘the inclination of the base-flange 7 of the ratl.
The outer edge of the sloping portlon 6 15 di-
rected inwardly beneath tlw base-flange of
the rails, as indicated at 8, the free ed% of
the mwardly—duectﬁ-d portlon 8 bmng 1n-
creased in thickness to form an elongated
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o Welghted edge 9, &f]&pted to cause the grav-

ity to be concentrated in the center of the
rail and also to add to the strength of the
so splice. The sloping portions 6 extend the

Ticient, Splme—-bar for the

and particularly

—

* ]enwth of the bars, e

I._the t1es,
of Penmylva,ma, have invented certain new |

‘the bolt-holes necessary for the bolts would

tending below the

xcept at the point of for-
m&tmn of the ]IlW&I‘dEV—dlI’GCtOd portions,’
which are arranged for disposition ‘between
as shown. The welghted edges of
the mwa,rdl} ~-directed portions 8 of the sph(,e-
hars are so arranged as to effect a substantial
engagement of the head 5 of the bars with
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‘the head of the rails regardless of a possible
loosening of the bolts 10, , passing through the

bars and. rall-sections. ln other words, the 6o
welghted cdees 9 fulcrum the bars in such
IManner as to throw the heads of the bars to-
ward each other, and consequently into tight
engagement w1th the hieads of the ruils. All
these characterlstlcs are accomphished with-
out the use ol bolts or wedges passed through
or between the splice-hars beneath the rail-
Sb(}tl()”b such bolts and wedges being unnec-
essarv 1n the present structure. Further
70

reduce the strength of the bars. :

My’ invention 1s applicable to suspeﬂded or
suriace rzlls, and the bars are formed, prefer-
ably, ready for application to the I'a;llb and, 11
desn'ed one or & series of knots iay he sub-
9t1tuter1 for the lonﬂ*ltudmal enlargement of
the splice-bars. -

What is claimed is— |

In a rail-joint, the comnbination with abut-
ting rail-sections; of splice-bars connecting 8o
the sections, the bars havi ng portions ex-
base-flange of the rail-see-
tions f,md directed toward each other be-
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' neath the sections 1n substantially horizontal

planes and in spaced relation to the under 8s

face of the base-flange, the longitudinal free
edges of the substantially horizontal portions

terminating short of each other and increased
in thickness, the arrangement of said por-

tions of the bars with regpcct to each other go
and their thickened edges causing the gTaV-
1ty of the bars to be concentrated and maln-
tained in the center of the rails.

In testimony whereof I have signed iny
name to this specification in the presence of 95

two subscribing witnesses.

o EDW'ARD MCCORMICK
Witnesses:

W. E. REED,
Wwm. J. FirLcer.
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