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- tary, particularly so when such water is
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFIGE

J OSEPH M THOMAS OF BROOKLAND DISTRICT OF COLUMBM

FONT.

No. 848,069.

Speéiﬁca,tit)n of Letters Patent.

Patented March 26, 1907,

Application filed November 3,1906, Serial No, 285,723,

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joserm M. THOHAS
citizen of the United States, residing -

invented a new and useful Font, of whlch
the following is a specification.

 “This invention relates to improvements
in fonts for holding holy water.

It 1s well known that medical authorltles
consider open receptacles of water unsani-

ublie.

used repeatedly by the p Therefore

in times of epidemic the authorities often

require the a,bandonment of the usual holy-
water font.

The principal object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a novel and practicable
font wherem the bhody of holy water 1s in-
closed and protected against contamination
of all sorts and easﬂy—opera,tef{ convenient

means are employed for delivering and ap-

- plying predetermined amounts ot such water
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to the hands or fingers of the ‘worshippers,
so that each person is given a fresh unused

supply, thereby avoiding any danger of the

transfer of disease, as well as preventing un-

necessary waste of the water.
An embodiment of the invention that is at

present considered preferable is illustrated
in the accompanying drawings; but an in-

spection of the claims hereto appended will

show that said invention is not limited to the
particular structure disclosed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view In ele-
vation of the font B 12. 2 1s & detail vertical
sectional view throurrh one of the delivering
means.

. therethrough Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional

40

view through the valve mechanism, showing
the same openod Tig. 5 is a detail se('tlonal
view on the line 5 5 of Fi ig. 2.

Similar reference—-numerah designate cor-

responding parts in all the figures of the
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.tom 11.

drawings.
In the embodlment 111ustr&‘red a font 18

shown as comprising a suitable supporting-

standard 6, having a bowl 7 at 1ts upper end,

in which exposed water may be placed, if

desired. The particular style of support for

Ar-

the font 1s, however, net important.
Iancfed w1th111 the bowl 71sa bhase 8, s
ing a reservolr 9, having recesses 10 1n its

various sides and being prowded with a bot-
(Shown 1n Elgs 2 and 4.) 'the

at'
Brookland, in the District of Columbla, have |

Fig. 3 1s a cross-sectional view

support-

y

re%ervoirﬂug is completely inclosed a,nd may
| have a removable top 12 for the purpose of
supplying water thereto.

55

Mounted in and around the reservoir is

a plurality of delivering mechanisms.

supported upon the bottom 11 thereof is a
tubular holder 122, having one or more inlet-
orifices 13 1n its side Wall and a removable
cap 14, provlded with a vent 15. Slidably

_mountod 1n. this holder 1s a plunger 16, nor-
, but mov—-' "

mally located below the inlet 13

able upwardly across the same. A stem 17

has a limited sliding movement in the plun-

ger 16, said movement being determined by
coci,ctlng shoulders 18, G&I‘]’l‘c’-"d respectively,
by the stem and plung oer.
of the stem projects throucrh the bottom 11
of the reservoir, and said Tower portion 1in-
cludes an anoular substantially horizontal

“extension 19, coupled to the upright por-
tion, as shown at 20.

The stem 17, exten-
sion 19, and coupling 20 are prowded with
a conduit or passage-way 21, terminating at

one end in an offset inlet 2 9 closed by the '
upper end of the plunger when the stem is

The lower portion

As
| these mechanisms are duphcates a descrip-
tion of oneis believed to be entlrehr suflicient.
| Located within the reservoir 9 and suitably
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in its lowermost position, said inlets being

exposed, however, when the stem moves
upwardly in the plunﬂ*or
upper
end of the stem is in the form of a threaded
shank 23, projecting above the plunger and
having located thereon a valve-washer 24, a,
metallic washer 25, and a nut 26, the nut
holding the washers 24 and 25 in pla,ce

tion of the tubular holder 122 bears at its
upper end against the cap 14 and at its
lower end against the washer 25, thus urging
the parts to “their lowermost p081t10ns

Suitably connected to the front end of the

horizontal portion 19 of the stem is a finger-

receiver in the form of a bowl 28, that pro-

jects beyond the side wall of the reservoir
and has an upstanding flange portion 29, that
covers the joint between said bowl and the

lower end of the recess-wall 10. The bowl is

provided in its side walls with a passage-way
30, communicating with the conduit 21, said

passage-way extending through the front
rim of the bowl and having rearwardly-dis-
charmng ortfices 31. An outlet 32 is pro-

This-will be ap-
parent by reference to Fig. 4. The u

A

coiled spring 27, arranged in the upper por-

9o

95

I0O

105




L

i ‘f;‘; .4‘ -‘lll I-

I.'-ﬂ' ‘ . ." -'I!II.'.H ad

Y

IO

20

25

30

35

55

60

65 body of water is completely inclosed and |

=, . 848,069

vided 1n the bottom of the bowl. Pivotally | protected and wherein each user is supphied

mounted beneath the bowl 28, as shown at
33, 18 a waste-bowl 34, that surrounds the
bowl 28 and extends in advance of and over
the same, forming a hand-rest 35. This
bowl 34 has a suitable outlet 36 in its lower
portion, which may be connected to or in
communication with any suitable waste-dis-
charge. The rear end of the bowl has a
pintle 37, which pivotally engages the coup-
ling 20 of the stem, the pivotal connection

bemg preferably obtained by means of a

hook extension 38 on said coupling which
embraces the pintle. The upward move-
ment of the stem, and consequently the
movements of the bowls, are preferably lim-
1ited by an adjustable stop in the form of a
collar 39, surrounding the stem 17 and se-
cured in place thereon by a set-screw 40.
This collar is adapted to abut against the
bottom of the tank, and thus the movements
of the parts can be predetermined.

The operation of the structure may be
briefly outlined as follows: Under normal
conditions the spring 27 will hold the stem
and the plunger in their lowermost posi-
tions, and consequently if the reservoir is
hilled with water such water will freely enter
the orifices 13, filling the holder 122. At the
same time the conduit 21 is cut off from the
water-supply. In order to obtain a supply
of the water, a person has only to place his
hand upon the rest portion 35 of the waste-
bowl and the tips of the fingers in rear of the
discharge-orifices 31, at the same time press-
g downwardly upon the portion 35. It
will be apparent that this will raise the fin-
ger-recelving bowl 28 and the stem 17. The
1nitial movement of said stem will carry the
mmlet 22 of the conduit above the plunger
and at the same time move the valve-
washer 24 away from sald plunger. The
continued movement will cause the plunger
to be elevated, thus cutting off the inlets 13.
This will be evident by reference to Fig. 4.
It will therefore be seen that the conduit is
brought into communication with the inte-
rior of the holder and the water contained
therein will pass through said conduit and
out of the orifices against the fingers. More-
over, the plunger can be made to move suf-
fictently to forcibly expel a portion of the
waterin the holder,the movement being lim-
ited by the adjustable stop 39, as already de-
scribed.  Any excess of water flowing from

‘the orifices 31 of the finger-receiving bowl

will escape through the outlet 32 into the
bowl 34 and thence will finally escape
through the opening 36 of said bowl. As
soon as the pressure upon the hand-rest 35
has been relieved the spring 27 will react to
return the parts to their normal positions.
By this means, therefore, it will be seen that
a practicable font is secured wherein the

ey, SN S TR

i

with a predetermined amount that is thus
entirely free {rom any unsanitary conditions.

From the foregomng it 1s thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described mmvention will
be apparent without further description, and
it will be understood that various changes in
the size, shape, proportion, and minor de-
tails of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or saeri-
ficing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
L claim as new, and desire to sccure by [et-
ters Patent, 1s—

L. In a structure of the class deseribed, the
combination with a {inger-recciver, of a con-
duit connected thereto, a valve controlling
the conduit, and a movable hand-rest con-
nected to the valve and located adjacent to
the finger-receiver.

2. In a structure of the class deseribed, the
combination with a finger-receiver, of a con-
duit connected thereto, a valve controlling
the conduit, and a movable hand-rest con-
nected to the finger-receiver and located ad-
jacent to and exteriorly of the finger-re-
celver.

3. 1n a structure of the class deseribed, the
combination with a reservoir, of a conduit
communicating therewith and having a rear-
wardly-discharging outlet, a valve control-
IIng the conduit, and a movable hand-rest
located adjacent to the rearwardly-dischare-
g outlet and constituting operating means
for the valve.

4. Ina structure of the elass deseribed, the
combhination with a reservoir, of a finger-re-
ceiver, a condult communicating with {he
reservolr and having a rearwardly-dischare-
mmg outlet 1 the finger-receiver, a valve con-
trolling the conduit, and a movable hand-
rest located outside and in advance of the fin-
ger-recerver, said hand-rest constituting op-
erating means for the valve. '

5. Ina structure of the class deseribed, the
combination with & movable {inger-receiver,
of & conduit discharging thereinto, a valve
controlling said conduit, and a hand-rest for
moving the finger-receiver and the valve
said rest being located adjacent to the {finger-
receiver.

6. In astruacture of the class deserilied, the
combination with a movable finger-receiver,
of a condult discharcing thereinto, a valve
controlling said conduit, and a movable hand-
rest for moving both the receiver and the
valve, said rest being located adjacent to the
finger-receiver, said receiver and hand-rest
moving m opposite directions.

7. Ina structure of the class deseribed, the

- combination with a reciproeatorvy movalls

finger -receiver, of a conduit dischargine
thereinto, a valve controlling said conduit,

SO
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and swinging opemtmﬁ means for reciprocat-
ing the receiver and operating the valve, said
means being located adjacent to the hncreru
receiver. -

8. In a structure of the class descrlbed the
combination with a remprocatow bowl, of a

-~ conduit disr‘*haromﬂ* thereinto, a valve car-

12

- 20

30

ried by and mov able with the bowl, said
valve controlling the conduit, and a movable
hand-rest located adjacent to the bow! and

~connected thereto for reciprocating the same

and thereby operating the valve.
9. In astructure of the class described, the

‘combination with a reciprocatory ﬁi’lﬂ'GI‘—I‘O—

ceiving howl, of a conduit-stem connected
thereto the condmt of said stem discharging

rearwardly into the front end of the bowl a |

valve for the condumit mounted on the stem

and a swinging device surrounding the bowl
for reciprocating the same. -

10.

hquid to the bowl, and a valve carried by the
stem and controllmﬂ' the conduit.

11. In a structure of the class described,
the combination with a finger-receiving bowl
of a conduit discharging thereinto, a valve
controlling the conduit, and a movahle hand-
rest surrounding the upper portion of the
bowl and constltutmg actuatmw means for

the valve.

12. In & structure of the class described,
the combination with a finger-receiving bowl '

of a conduit discharging thereinto a valve

~ controlling the conduit, and a wa,ste-bnwl

4.0
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- receiving bowl, of a stem carried thereby and
having a » conduit discharging into the bowl, a

§O

SUI‘I'OIllldlIl(T' the ﬁnﬂ‘er—recewmg bow!l and

wnaﬁtutmw actuating means for the valve.
13. In g structure of the class described,

the combination with a movable ﬁnger—re-—

ceiving bowl, of a conduit movable therewith

and d1scharﬂ'mg thereinto, a valve control-

ling the conduit, and a waste- bowl surround-
ing the ﬁnﬂ‘erurecewmg bowl and constitut-
ing actuating means for the valve.

14. In a struoture of the class described,

the combination with a reciprocatory ﬁnger—

valve controlling the conduit, and apwotall -
mounted waste-bowl surroundmﬂ' the finger-

“receiving bowl and having a pwotal connec-

tion Wlth the stem.

55

15. In a structure of the class described,

the combination with a liquid-holder, of ‘a
liquid-expelling plunger operating therem

means for admitting liquid mto the holder, a

6o

63

conduit-stem movable in the plunger and

having an inlet that is movable into and out

of the plunger and 1s closed by the latter,

said stem constituting actuating meansfor the

plunger, and means for effecting the move-
ment of the stem in the plunger and the com-
bined movement of said plunger and stem.

n a structure of the class described,
the combination with a pwotalh—mounted
bowl, of a conduit-stem pivotally connected
thereto and constituting means for delivering |

16. In'-a Structure of the class described,

R = 2

the combination with a liquid-holder, of a

liquid-expelling plunger operating therem
means for admitting liquid into the holder, a

.70
| the plunger and having a conduit provided

stem having a limited sliding movement in

with an ilet that is movable into and out of
the plunger said plunger constituting a closure
for the inlet, said stem constituting actuatmg
means for the plunger, a receiver into which
the condult dlSGh&I’O'eS and actuating means

‘| for the stem assoclated Wlth the reservoir. |
17. In a structure of the class described,

75

the combination with a tubular liquid-holder

having an inlet, of a plunger sliding in the
holder and movable across the mlet a stem
having a limited movement in the plun er

30

and having a conduit provided with an inlet

‘that is exposed on said movement, a valve
carried by thestem, a llquld—recewer connect-

ed to the stem, and actuating means also con-

‘nected to the stem and dlsposed adjacent to

the receiver.

18. In a structure of the class described,
the combination with a reservoir, of a tubula,r
holder having an imlet in said reservoir, a
plunger opera,tmﬂ' in the holder and movable
across the inlet, a stem having a limited

movement in the plunger and having a con-

duit provided with an inlet that communi-
cates with the holder upon said limited move-

90

95

ment, a finger-receiving bowl connected to

the stem and having rearwardly-discharging
orifices in communication with the conduit,
and a movable waste-bowl surrounding the

finger-receiving bowl and connected to the

stem, said waste-bowl constituting actuatmg
means for the stem. -

19. In a structure of the. class descrlbed |

the combination with a liquid-reservoir, of 2

pivotally-mounted bowl swinging in a sub-

stantially upright path, means for conveyin
liquid from the reservoir to the bowl, S&lﬁgl
means Including a conduit pivoted to the
bowl and movable with it, and a wvalve for

controlling the passage of hqmd through the

100

105

110

conduit, said conduit constituting actuating

means for the valve.

20. In a structure of the class described, '

the combination with a reservoir, of a mov-
able finger-moistening device, a cvlmder hav-
Ing an orifice communic atmcr with the reser-

voIr, a conduit connected to the finger - mois-

temncr device and having an inlet communi-

catmg with the cylinder, and an expelling-
plunger movably mounted onthe conduit and
- movably located in the cylinder, said plunger
constituting a closure for the orifice of the
. cylm der and for the inlet of the conduit.

In a structure of the class described,
the combmatmn with a liquid-holder ha,vmg
an inlet-orifice, of a hqmdwexpellmg plunger
operating

in the holder and movable across
‘the onﬁce a conduit having a limited move-
| ment in the plunger and ha,vmo- an inlet ex-

115
120
125
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posed on said limited movement, said conduit
constituting means for opemtmcr the plunger,
and a, fno*epmmstenmw device connected to
the conduit and ha,wng a discharge-orifice
communicating therewith.

22, In a structure of the class described,
the combination with a reservoir, of ahqmd—
holder having an inlet-orifice comlnunlca,tum
with the reservoir, a liquid-expelling pluno'er
operating in the holder and movable ACTOSS
the orlﬁce a condult having a limited move-
ment in the plunger and h%Vmcr an 1niet ex-
posed on said limited movement said conduit

constituting means for oper atmcr the plunger,

|

21 848,069

and a finger-moistening device connected at
its rear end to the conduit and having a chan-
nel communicating at its rear end with the
conduit, said conduit having a discharge-
openuw 1n the front portion of the device and
du‘ectm g the iquid rearwardly thereinto.

In testlmomr that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto aflixed my E:IU‘HMHIL
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH M. THOMAS.

Witnesses:

JonN . SicGERs,
B. GG. FosTenR.
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